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Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  and  longtime  friend  Rebecca  Goldfader  are  not  only  shopping  for 
baby  clothes  in  Noe  Valley.  They’re  looking  for  a  new  home — where  they  can  share  the  joys 
of  parenting  their  first  child,  due  in  October.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Bevan  Dufty’s 
News:  ‘I’m 
Having  a  Baby!’ 

Gay  Supervisor  and  Lesbian 
Friend  Decide  to  Make  a  Family 

By  Liz  Highleyman 

Having  a  baby  is  hardly  revolutionary, 
but  District  8  Supervisor  Bevan 
Dufty  is  destined  to  put  his  own  unique 
stamp  on  it. 

A  gay  man,  Dufty  announced  in  April 
that  he  is  partnering  with  a  lesbian  friend, 
Rebecca  Goldfader,  to  create  a  family. 
The  couple  plan  to  move  under  the  same 
roof  and  raise  the  child  together,  while  re¬ 
maining  open  to  other  relationships. 

“I’m  having  a  baby!”  enthused  Dufty 
in  a  phone  call  to  the  Voice.  “And  we’re 
looking  for  a  place  in  Noe  Valley.” 

He  and  Goldfader  met  at  an  exercise 
class  about  eight  years  ago.  It  wasn’t  long 
before  they  discovered  they  shared  the 
same  dream.  “We  each  wanted  to  have  a 
family,”  says  Goldfader.  “We’re  dear 
friends,  and  as  we  got  to  know  each  other, 
we  decided  to  do  it.”  As  an  ob-gyn  nurse 
practitioner,  Goldfader  had  “lots  of  con¬ 
nections  to  help  us  start  the  process.” 

Dufty,  5 1 ,  and  Goldfader,  who  will  turn 
40  this  fall,  first  tried  donor  insemination. 
When  that  didn’t  work,  they  embarked  on 
the  arduous  process  of  fertility  treatment. 
After  a  year  and  a  half  of  trying  to  con¬ 
ceive,  in  vitro  fertilization  finally  did  the 


trick.  Though  they  support  adoption,  both 
found  it  important  to  try  for  a  genetically 
related  child.  The  couple  expect  a  baby 
girl  in  October. 

“We  bought  her  first  outfit  at  Small 
Frys  this  weekend,”  Dufty  gushes. 
“We’re  discussing  what  type  of  baby  car¬ 
rier  to  buy,  what  type  of  stroller. . .  I  hear 
there  are  some  pretty  luxurious  strollers 
on  24th  Street.” 

The  coming  fall  will  bring  not  only  the 
birth  of  Goldfader  and  Dufty’s  daughter, 
but  it’s  also  the  height  of  the  campaign 
season.  Dufty  plans  to  “campaign  hard” 
for  election  to  a  second  four-year  term  as 


supervisor,  but  being  a  good  father  is  his 
top  priority. 

“I  intend  to  be  a  very  active,  engaged 
co-parent,”  he  says,  adding  that  he  has  no 
plans  to  run  for  State  Assembly  when 
Mark  Leno  is  termed  out. 

“Ideally,  this  would  have  happened  a 
year  ago,  before  the  re-election  cam¬ 
paign,  but  pregnancy  is  one  of  those  life 
experiences  you  take  when  it  comes,” 
says  Goldfader. 

In  this  day  and  age,  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  raising  children  is  pretty  common. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  9 


Church  Seeks 
Funds  for 
‘House  of  Sarah’ 

Congregation  Plans  a  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Women  and  Children 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

A  church  that  has  quietly  ministered  in 
Noe  Valley  for  four  decades  has 
launched  a  $5  million  fundraising  effort 
to  build  a  multilevel  addition  that  would 
provide  temporary  housing  for  homeless 
women  and  their  children. 

The  ambitious  proposal  is  the  vision  of 
the  Church  at  San  Francisco,  the  bright 
blue  house  of  worship  located  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Church  and  28th  streets. 

If  the  fundraising  effort  is  successful, 
the  church  plans  to  start  construction  in 
2009  and  add  three  additional  floors  to  its 
current  one-story  structure.  The  expan¬ 
sion  would  include  17  units— with  each 
space  able  to  accommodate  a  mother  and 
two  children. 

The  facility,  to  be  known  as  the  House 
of  Sarah,  would  serve  as  a  refuge  for 
women  who  may  have  drifted  into  home¬ 
lessness  because  of  substance-abuse  is¬ 
sues,  lost  jobs,  or  lost  support  of  husbands 
or  boyfriends.  (Sarah  was  the  biblical 
wife  who  was  scorned  for  her  early  in¬ 
ability  to  bear  a  child.) 

The  women  would  live  in  the  facility 

.CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  1 1 


Local  Parks  Get 
As  and  Bs  But 
Still  Need  Work 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 


Rain,  mud,  and  a  large  fallen  tree  kept  most  families  out  of  Douglass  Playground  during  the  wettest  March  in  102 
promised  rebirth  for  this  and  other  Noe  Valley  parks.  Meanwhile,  park  users  renewed  efforts 
and  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center. 


The  report  cards  are  in.  Drumroll, 
please.  The  good  news?  Noe  Valley- 
ans  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  three  parks.  Both  Douglass 
Playground  and  the  Upper  Noe  Recre¬ 
ation  Center  scored  A's  and  Noe  Courts 
received  a  B  on  this  year’s  Playground 
Report  Card,  a  citywide  project  of  the 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council.  In  fact. 
District  8  scored  higher  than  any  other 
district  for  overall  playground  safety  and 
maintenance. 

But  Noe  Valley  residents  say  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  local  parks  and  playgrounds 
are  still  needed.  In  fact,  the  A  grade  be¬ 
stowed  upon  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter  surprised  Olga  Milan-Howells,  who 
has  been  working  with  the  Upper  Noe 
Neighbors  association  to  pursue  changes 
and  upgrades  at  the  Day  Street  center  for 
over  a  year. 

“I  was  a  bit  dismayed  with  the  A,”  says 
Milan-Howells.  "But  I  wasn’t  looking 
just  at  the  play  structure,  but  at  the  park 
as  a  whole.” 

Anyone  who's  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for 
any  length  of  time  knows  that  plans  to 
renovate  the  recreation  center  have  been 
bandied  about  for  years.  But  lack  of  fund¬ 
ing  and  the  usual  red  tape  associated  with 


planning,  designing,  and  constructing 
public  spaces  have  made  the  process  a 
slow  one. 

Milan-Howells,  who  used  to  take  her 
two  children  to  play  at  the  center’s  play¬ 
ground  until  her  son  hit  his  head  on  a 


piece  of  concrete  protruding  from  under¬ 
neath  the  slide,  has  been  organizing  with 
other  concerned  parents  to  renew  efforts 
for  park  upgrades.  Through  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  community  funding  efforts,  vol¬ 
unteer  labor,  and  the  city’s  capital  im- 


years,  but  April  wildflowers 
to  speed  up  planned  renovations  at  Noe  Courts 
Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

provement  program,  Milan-Howells  and 
other  members  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors 
would  like  to  see  general  improvements 
to  the  ball  field  and  playground,  as  well 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  13 
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Young  Voices.  St.  Philip’s  Children  ^nd  Junior  Choir,  directed  by  Carlton  White  and  assisted  by  Johanna  Hirota,  performed  at  the  annual  San  Francisco  Archdiocesan  Choral 
Festival  held  March  23  at  Archbishop  Riordan  High  School.  Concert  highlights  included  “Panis  Angelicus,”  “Amazing  Grace,”  and  a  warm-up  exercise  with  the  tongue-twisting 
words  “999  nuns  interned  in  an  Indiana  nunnery.”  The  choir,  which  practices  45  minutes  a  week,  is  made  up  of  kids  from  first-  through  seventh-grade.  Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


DESIGN  SOLUTIONS  Offers  The  First  Green 
Environmentally  Friendly  Cabinet  Showroom 


Also  Featuring  Our  Newly  Added  Line  Of 

RICHLITE®  SURFACES 

Environmentally  Friendly  Counter  Tops 


Our  new  Naturals  Collection  is  an  environmentally 
sound  choice  for  cabinets.  Both  resource  smart  and 
house  healthy,  materials  matched  wibi  craftsmanship, 
these  are  the  first  in  this  league  made  from 
certified  and  recycled  woods  with 
environmentally  friendly  finishes. 


DESIGN  SOLUTIONS 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291  24th  Street  ■  San  Francisco 
Phone:  415.648.6561  ■  Fax:  415.643.8572 
Member,  US  Green  Building  Council  ■  CA  License  B-766125 
Installation  by:  C.  Wakeman  Contruction  ■  CA  License  833946 


Environmentally  Friendly  Designs 
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WE  HAVE  A  REPUTATION  AROUND  TOWN,  AND  WE’VE  EARNED  IT. 


BEST  AGENTS,  BEST  LISTINGS,  BEST  SERVICE . 


BJ  Droubi  &  Company 

4128  24th  St,  San  Francisco,  94114 
p.  41 5.550.1 300  /  f.  415.550.6729 

www.bjdroubi.com 


Services  - 
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i  GRAND  OPENING  CELEBRATION  SATURDAY  JUNE  3RD  AT  3P.M.  COCKTAILS  &  HORS  D'OEUVRES 


NOE 

VALLEY 


HAIRCUTS 
COLOR 
MASSAGE 
FACIALS 
WAXI  NG 


Friendly  Relaxing  atmosphere 

Newly  Remodeled 

We  use  Environmentally  Friendly 
and  Organic  products 

Highly  Experienced  and  Educated  staff 


Carla  Martino  &  Nicole  Tomoda-Adams 

owners 


Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 


Walk-ins  Welcome 


415.824.2070 
810  Diamond  St. 

at  24th  Street 


The  Palm  Broker  and  Guerrero 


GET  INTO  YOUR  GARDEN! 

MAY,  200  6 


Street  Gardens  will  answer 


to  one  name  now — Flora  Grubb 


Gardens.  Yes,  Flora  Grubb 
is  my  name.  Makes  sense  then 
doesn’t  it?  Come  grow  with  us ! 


fl  n  X  r  GuciietoSttc*k 

Palm  Broker  +  ^GARDENS 


Agave  VICTORIA  REGINA  is  among  my  favorite  Agaves.  There  is  a  certain 
charm  to  a  plant  that  grows  really  slowly.  Slow  growing  plants  remind  me  that 
some  of  them  most  beautiful  and  important  things  that  happen  in  life  happen 
much  more  slowly  than  human  pace.  -  The  details  of  this  plant  invite  you  to 
slow  down  and  observe.  The  intricate  white  markings,  the  deliciously  symmet¬ 
rical  pattern  of  the  leaves,  the  beautiful  tiny  thorns.  I  love  that  it  unfolds  like  a 
flower  that  takes  twenty  years  to  bloom.  -  All  that,  and  the  Agave  victoria  regina 
is  perfectly  well  suited  to  San  Francisco.  It  will  thrive  in  the  ground  or  in  a  pot, 
it  will  even  grow  happily  in  a  sunny  window.  It  thrives  on  benign  neglect,  not 
requiring  much  in  the  way  of  water  or  fertilizer.  -  Because  they  grow  so  slowly, 
you  don’t  often  see  a  really  mature  Agave  victoria  regina,  but  we  have  a  few  of 
them  in  the  store.  Come  on  by  and  spend  some  time  with  them. 


PALM  BROKER 

EXCEPTIONAL  PLANTS 

GARDEN  FURNISHINGS 

GARDEN  DESIGN 
AND  INSTALLATION 


we’re  located  at: 

1074  GUERRERO  STREET 
(BETWEEN  22ND  AND  23RD) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
callus  at:  415  648  2670 
WWW.FLORAGRUBB.COM 
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State  and  Federal  Candidates  &  Initiatives 


US  Senate 
Dianne  Feinstein 


US  Congress,  8th  District  Governor 
Nancy  Pelosi  Phil  Angelides 

Attorney  General:  Jerry  Brown 

Insurance  Commissioner:  Cruz  Bustamante 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction:  Jack  O'Connell 


Lt.  Governor 
Jackie  Speier 


State  Assembly,  District  13  State  Senate,  District  8 
Mark  Leno  Mike  Nevin 


Secretary  of  State:  Debra  Bowen 
Controller:  No  recommendation 
Treasurer:  Bill  Lockver 


Prop  81 

Library  Construction  and  Renovation  Bond 

Yes 

Prop  82 

Public  Preschool  Education 

Fax  on  Incomes  over  $400,000  for  individuals;  $800,000  for  couples 

Yes 

-  Local  Candidates  &  Initiatives 

Democratic  County  Central  Committee 


Superior  Court  Judge 


David  Campos  Gerry  Crowley  Michael  Goldstein  Robert  Haaland  Leslie  Katz  Rafael  Mandelman 


Lillian  Sing 


Laura  Spanjian 


Holli  Thier 


Scott  Wiener 


No  Photo 

■j  No  Photo 

i  No  Photo 

Available 

I  Available 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

|  Available 

i 

t 

I 
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Bill  Barnes 

Sue  Bierman 

Joseph  Julian 

Prop  A 

- 

Additional  Funding  for  Homicide  Prevention  Services 

Yes 

Prop  B 

Eviction  Disclosure  Ordinance 

No  Recommendation 

Prop  C 

Appointing  Elected  Officials  to  the  Transbay  Joint  Powers  Authority 

No  Recommendation 

Prop  D 

♦ 

Zoning  Changes  to  Limit  Services  at  Laguna  Honda  Hospital 
and  Other  Residential  Health  Care  Facilities 

No 

The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month,  7:30pm,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 

WWW.NOEVALLEYDEMS.COM 


Paid  political  advertisement.  Paid  for  l>v  die  Noe  Valley  Demoeratie  Club.  FPPC  ID#  96:3103. 
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B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENEBAI  C0NTBACT0B 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  it  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 
Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 


www.episodesalon.com 

Getting  Personal  with  your 
hair  is  our  job 


fori 

Nt 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 

Specializing  in 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning 
and 

Highlights 
&  Lowlights 
NOW  AVAILABLE 
Facials,  Massage 
&  Nails 


20%  Off  All  Services 


efoi'SOi/e 

Salon  &  Spa 


„VlU-D 


JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


415.821.3760 

jmoyerlandscaping.com 

1031  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


With  nearly  $1.5  billion  in  sales  for  2005, 

Zephyr  ranks  among  the  very  top  real  estate  companies 
in  San  Francisco. 


And  the  award  for 
"Best  Sales  Performance" 
goes  to... 


Zephyr  2005  Top  Producers 


COMPANY 

CHADDICK 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 


Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Introducing  our  all-star  cast  of  sales  leaders  who  provide 
top  results  for  buyers  and  sellers  throughout  San  Francisco 


Front  row: 

Bonnie  Spindler  -  Company  Top  Producer 

Richard  Meyerson  -  Noe  Valley  Top  Producer 

Far  right: 

Mollie  Poe  -  SOMA/South  Beach  Top  Producer 

Back  row: 

Bill  Kitchen  -  Upper  Market  Top  Producer 

Robin  Hubinsky  -  West  of  Twin  Peaks  Top  Producer 

- 

Friday  &  Saturday 


in 


3  weekends, 
2  performances/night 

8PM  &  9:30PM 


Performances  at 
Danzhaus 
275  Connecticut  Street 
(off  Cesar  Chavez) 


For  reservations  and  info: 

(415)  435-7569 
www.companychaddick.org 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  8each  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
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A  crowd  of  several  hundred  people,  many  of  whom  had  attended  pre-dawn  ceremonies  at  Lotta’s  Fountain  on  Market  Street,  showed  up  at  7  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  18,  to  help 
city  fire  officials,  including  Assistant  Deputy  Fire  Chief  Lorrie  Kalos  (shown  at  left),  re-gild  the  fireplug  at  Church  and  20th  streets. The  hydrant  was  honored  for  supplying  water 
to  quench  the  “Ham  and  Eggs  Fire”  caused  by  the  Great  Earthquake  of  1 906.  After  the  early-morning  festivities,  many  lOOth-anniversary  celebrants  returned  home  to  Noe 
Valley,  seeking  breakfasts  of  ham  and  eggs. 


w 

hippie 

o  o 

instruction 

remodeling  .  kitchens  .  baths 
(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstmctionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 

1 7  year's  experience 


Organic 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Artistry 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Front  row:  James  Romeo  Holloway,  Tuan  Tran,  Michael  Ackerman,  Ken  Eggers,  Joost  Van  de  Water, 
Garrett  Frakes,  Gillian  Pontes 

Second  row:  Brendon  DeSimone,  Jan  Medina,  Gary  Small,  Peter  Goss,  Rob  Rogers,  Dan  McLean, 
Hugh  Groocock,  Susan  Oik,  Eric  Castongia,  Aimee  E.  Arost,  Dianne  O'Connell 

Third  row:  Andrew  Roth,  Rebecca  Ford,  Harry  Clark,  Sue  Borsian,  Faye  Dibachi,  Linda  Saraf, 

Laura  Kaufman,  Jennifer  Kauffman,  Anna  Spathis,  Joan  Loeffler 

Back  row:  Bassam  Salameh,  Jack  Bernstine,  Cathy  Kline  Saunders,  David  Antman,  Else  Townsend, 
Michael  Salstein,  Suzanne  Frank,  Jerry  Wang,  Jim  Prevo,  Vicki  Valandra,  John  Zhou,  Wes  Freas 

Not  pictured:  Chris  Foley,  Tim  Hawko 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We’re  all  about  San  Francisco. 
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THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
wwwMoevalleyvoice.com 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  an  independent  news¬ 
paper  published  monthly  except  in  January  and 
August.  It  is  distributed  free  in  Noe  Valley  and 
vicinity,  on  or  before  the  first  Friday  of  the  month. 
Subscriptions  are  available  at  $30  per  year  ($20 
for  seniors)  by  writing  to  the  above  address. 

The  Voice  welcomes  your  letters,  photos,  and 
manuscripts,  particularly  on  topics  relating  to 
Noe  Valley.  All  items  should  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  may  be  edited 
for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
not  be  considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited 
contributions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association. 

Editorial  Office:  415-821-3324 
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L  E  T  T  E 


A  Plea  for  Pedestrian 
Responsibility 

Editor: 

I  must  speak  regarding  the  state  of  24th 
Street  traffic,  on  weekends  and  at  other 
times.  It’s  a  pedestrian  mecca,  with  its 
mix  of  shops,  fresh  produce,  and  all  sorts 
of  necessities.  But  last  summer,  I  watched 
a  boy  of  about  9  at  Noe  and  24th  streets, 
struggling  to  figure  out  how  to  get  across 
the  intersection.  His  face  was  a  mixture 
of  helplessness  and  determination. 

The  mix  of  cars  and  people  on  24th 
Street  is  a  disconcerting  reality.  The  more 
1  experience  it,  the  more  I  think  two 
things:  First,  wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  this 
street  could  become  a  pedestrian  mall, 
with  no  cars?  And  second,  the  behavior 
of  pedestrians  here  is  going  to  cause  an 
accident. 

I  believe  the  current  trend  of  pedestri¬ 
ans  not  bothering  to  interact  with  cars  at 
intersections  causes  a  great  deal  of  stress 
for  drivers.  Now,  I  know  the  law.  Cars 
have  to  yield.  But  when  they  have  to  yield 
for  an  indefinite  amount  of  time — and  de¬ 
pending  on  whether  they  are  driving  on 
24th  Street  or  trying  to  cross  it,  possibly 
a  quite  lengthy  amount  of  time — it  creates 
a  feeling  of  desperation  for  drivers.  I 
know  this  feeling.  I  use  City  CarShare, 
and  occasionally  I  have  to  be  a  driver  on 
or  across  24th  Street. 

The  pedestrian  sense  of  entitlement  of¬ 
ten  leads  to  chaos  at  our  intersections. 
Drivers  can’t  keep  track  of  who  has 
stopped  first  at  an  intersection  and  have 
to  focus  on  when  or  if  they  can  ever  get 
across — especially  if  it  has  been  their  turn 
for  10  minutes.  Often,  they  try  to  dash 
across  at  the  next  available  moment, 
which  many  times  is  at  the  same  time  as 


Even  on  the  foggiest  San  Francisco  evenings,  our 
vibrant  interiors  recall  the  warm  Mediterranean 
climate  of  Provence.  Seafood  and  fresh  produce 
dominate  the  menu,  emphasizing  simple,  healthy 
food  to  be  enjoyed  with  friends  and  family. 

Dinner  served  Tuesday  through  Sunday 
from  6:30  to  1  1 :00  p.m. 

Brunch  served  Sunday  1  1 :00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Prix  Fixe  Menu 

5:30  -  7:30  p.m.  -  $  1  8.50  -  Three  Courses 


1 00 1  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 

Reservations:  (415)  643-4333 

or  email  contact@provencerestaurant.net 
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another  car.  Meanwhile,  oblivious  pedes¬ 
trians  are  stepping  off  every  curb. 

The  worst  thing  I  see  is  when  a  car  has 
left  the  stop  sign  and  is  stranded  in  the 
middle  of  the  intersection  while  people 
continue  to  stroll  into  the  crosswalks  in 
front  and  in  back  of  the  car.  This  delays 
up  to  three  other  vehicles  and  creates 
mass  confusion  at  every  block  all  the  way 
down  the  street. 

Seeing  the  boy  hesitating  on  that  beau¬ 
tiful  summer  day  put  the  fear  of  God  into 
me.  Crossing  the  street  safely  shouldn’t 
be  that  difficult  for  a  kid.  We  can’t  con¬ 
trol  the  traffic  and  we  can’t  control  the 
drivers.  But  we  can  alter  our  behavior  to 
create  a  better  situation. 

We  have  to  accept  that  we  don’t  yet 
have  a  pedestrian  mall.  We  as  pedestrians 
need  to  communicate  with  drivers,  assess 
the  intersection  as  we  approach  it,  and 
share  responsibility  for  keeping  the  traf¬ 
fic  moving  smoothly.  This  summer,  let’s 
create  a  new  standard  for  being  a  pedes¬ 
trian  in  Noe  Valley,  which  addresses  our 
unique  situation.  Thank  you  for  your  time 
and  consideration. 

Gwen  Sanderson 
Via  e-mail 


The  Scheerer  mansion  at  450  Liberty 
Street,  built  in  the  1880s,  once  commanded 
the  hill  separating  Noe  and  Eureka  valleys. 
Letter-writer  Elliott  Pisor  points  out  that 
the  house  faced  20th  Street  and  had  its 
carriage  entrance  on  Liberty.  Now  the 
property  is  occupied  by  a  complex  of 
townhomes  whose  interior  courtyard  is 
where  the  Scheerer  stables  used  to  be. 

I  963  photo  by  Larry  Moon,  courtesy  San  Francisco  Library 

Old  and  New  Fingerprints  on 
Liberty  Street 

Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  March  repeat  of  the 
Florence  Holub  column  about  450  Lib¬ 
erty  Street  and  Audrey  Rodgers’  heroic 
efforts  resulting  in  the  protection  of  Do¬ 
lores  Heights  [“Footprints  and  Finger¬ 
prints,”  Florence’s  Family  Album,  March 
2006],  Now  I  see  why  she  and  Mrs.  Pena 
used  to  tease  me  about  trading  their 
houses  for  mine  at  450  Liberty. 

Actually,  the  old  mansion  [known  today 
as  the  Joseph  Scheerer  mansion]  fronted 
on  20th  Street.  The  450  Liberty  side  had 
a  1 50-foot-long  white  picket  fence  with 
an  opening  for  horses  and  carriages  to  en¬ 
ter  the  back  of  the  block-long  property. 
The  stables  there  became  a  fire  victim 
years  before  the  present-day  brick  and 


shingle  houses  went  up,  and  the  stables 
were  replaced  with  a  small  private  park. 

The  two  Norfolk  Island  pines  referred 
to  in  the  article  are  now  over  1 00  feet  tall, 
and  we  almost  lost  one  to  a  beetle  attack 
in  the  drought  of  the  mid-1980s.  At  the 
last  minute,  it  was  saved  by  the  U.C. 
Forestry  School. 

Now  that  I  know  what  Audrey  and 
friends  went  through  40  years  ago  to  en¬ 
sure  that  the  architecture  of  my  house  and 
grounds  would  be  unique.  I’ll  never  sell. 

Elliott  Pisor 
Liberty  Street 


Editor’s  Note:  A  reader  mailed  the  Voice 
the  following  tribute  to  Albert  Monfer- 
rato,  written  by  family  and  friends.  We 
thank  them  and  encourage  others  who 
have  lost  someone  in  Noe  Valley  to  feel 
free  to  send  us  their  reminiscences  or 
short  obituary  (fewer  than  500  words). 
We  will  try  our  best  to  print  it  in  an  up¬ 
coming  issue.  Please  include  your  name 
and  phone  number,  so  we  may  contact  you 
if  we  have  questions.  E-mail  editor@noe- 
valleyvoice.com  or  write  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114. 

Albert  Monferrato, 

A  Painter  With  Passion 

Noe  Valley  resident  Albert  Carmen 
Monferrato  passed  away  suddenly  and  re¬ 
luctantly  in  his  home  on  Feb.  1.  He  was 
62.  Monferrato  is  survived  by  his  sister 
Angela,  of  Colorado;  his  stepmother 
Anna  Maria,  of  Philadelphia;  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  admirers  of  his  oil  paintings. 

A  master  of  plein-air  and  trompe  l’oeil 
painting,  he  beautifully  and  effectively 
captured  the  hilltop  vistas  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  neighborhoods  where  the  sunshine 
radiated  year-round.  He  studied  painting 
at  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Art 
in  Philadelphia  and  the  Academia  di  Belle 
Arti  in  Florence,  Italy,  before  graduating 
from  the  San  Francisco  Art  Institute  in 
1994.  A  printmaker  for  many  years,  his 
work  has  appeared  in  galleries  throughout 
the  U.S.,  including  those  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Los  Angeles,  and  Santa  Fe. 
His  most  recent  exhibit  of  paintings  was 
at  the  Atrium  Gallery  in  San  Francisco. 

His  prolific  work  ethic  and  passion  for 
life  inspired  others  to  be  as  vivacious  and 
focused  as  he  was.  Asked  why  he  had  no 
patience  for  a  nine-to-five  career,  he 
replied:  “Just  look  around  you.  I  don’t 
have  time  for  that.  Do  you  see  this 
beauty?  There’s  something  great  here, 
and  I  need  to  paint  it.  And  I’m  just  get¬ 
ting  started.” 

A  celebration  commemorating  Mon- 
ferrato’s  life  was  held  in  February  at  the 
Valley  Tavern  on  24th  Street. 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  e-mail  editor@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  (Anony¬ 
mous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may 
be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


^  Chez  Touchatt,  mft,  lcsw  ^ 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

415.821.6039 


mft.  16090  Noe  Valley  Office  lcsw  13829 
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Dufty  Going  to 
Be  a  Father 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

However,  you  don’t  often  find  a  politician 
willing  to  experiment  so  freely  with  his 
social  and  living  arrangements. 

“This  is  something  I’ve  wanted  to  do  for 
a  very  long  time,”  Dufty  says.  “Neither  of 
us  had  partners,  so  we  looked  at  each 
other  and  said,  ‘Let’s  do  this  together.’” 

Currently,  Dufty  and  Goldfader  are 
searching  for  a  duplex  to  share — ideally 
in  Noe  Valley,  but  they  will  consider  any¬ 
where  in  District  8 — and  they  know  the 
hunt  won’t  be  easy. 

“It’s  slim  pickings  in  this  district,”  ad¬ 
mits  Goldfader,  who  now  lives  in  Bemal 
Heights. 

“Noe  Valley  is  a  great  neighborhood, 


with  so  many  kids  and  lots  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  parents,”  says  Dufty,  a  Castro  Dis¬ 
trict  resident.  But  finding  a  suitable  build¬ 
ing  that  will  not  entail  eviction  of  tenants 
is  “like  looking  for  a  needle  in  a 
haystack,”  he  laments,  adding,  “Maybe 
someone  will  read  this  and  help  us  out.” 

As  Goldfader  and  Dufty  embark  on 
their  co-parenting  partnership,  what 
about  new  romantic  partners  for  either  of 
them? 

“Our  priority  is  to  have  a  healthy, 
happy  baby  and  create  a  home  around 
that,  then  try  to  take  the  next  steps  to  have 
relationships,”  Dufty  says.  Goldfader 
adds  that  there’s  “room  for  a  loving  part¬ 
ner”  for  each  of  them,  but  they  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  respective  potential  lovers  may 
be  wary  of  Dufty  and  Goldfader ’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  each  other,  as  well  as  the  new¬ 
comer’s  undefined  role  in  the  family. 

Without  the  benefits  of  traditional  mar¬ 
riage,  Goldfader  and  Dufty  must  do  some 


Samantha  Malm,  M.D. 

primary  care  for  ail  ages  .  . 


Dr.  Malm  has  designed  a  unique  practice  that  is  able  to 
provide  quality  medical  services  at  affordable  rates. 
Some  of  the  features  of  her  practice  are: 


•  Free  15  minute  'Meet  the  Doctor"  appointments 

•  Same  day  appointments 

•  Online  scheduling 

•  Little  waiting  time  in  the  office  to  see  the  physician 

•  Longer  visits  (typically  30-45  minutes  for  established 
patients  and  up  to  an  hour  for  new  patients) 

•  24/7  access  to  your  personal  physician 

•  Superior  quality  care 

•  Latest  up-to-date  treatment  modalities 

•  Home  visits  available  for  newborns 
less  than  two  weeks  old 


www.DrMalm.com 


1580  Valencia  St.  •  Suite  601  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Phone/FAX  (415)  641-1531 
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|  Yarn  +  Instruction  1+1  Handknits 

A  Creative,  Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 

ANNUAL  SALE 
STARTS  SATURDAY 
MAY  13,  11A.M. 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

www.imagiknit.com 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


extra  legwork  to  clarify  their  legal  re¬ 
sponsibilities  to  each  other  and  their 
child.  Says  Dufty,  “Family  laws  have 
dragged  behind  the  reality  of  family 
structures  today.” 

Goldfader,  who  is  a  partner  in  her  med¬ 
ical  practice  and  a  Pilates  instructor,  notes 
that  they  have  received  a  great  deal  of 
support  from  coworkers,  friends,  and 
family.  “Bevan  and  I  are  fortunate  to 
walk  in  a  lot  of  different  worlds,”  she 
says.  “We’re  looking  at  this  pregnancy  as 
a  real  opportunity  to  create  a  family 
across  the  spectrum  of  the  rainbow.” 

Dufty  envisions  creating  a  unique  and 
diverse  home  environment,  much  like  the 
one  his  single  mother — -a  writer  en¬ 
sconced  in  the  New  York  City  jazz  com¬ 
munity — provided  for  him.  “I  hope  our 
home  is  like  a  fun  salon,  mixing  food,  pol¬ 
itics,  and  good  causes,”  he  says.  “I  think 
that  will  be  a  great  environment  to  raise 
our  daughter.” 


He  adds  that  being  open  about  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  dealing  with  fertility  problems 
and  having  a  baby  after  age  50  has  offered 
rewards  of  a  different  kind.  “So  many 
people  have  come  forward  because  we’ve 
been  open  about  our  fertility  issues,  about 
being  two  single  people  trying  to  make  a 
family,”  he  says.  “Fertility  issues  can 
make  you  feel  really  isolated.  But  people 
shouldn’t  feel  alone.” 

“Each  year  at  Halloween  I  sit  in  front 
of  Small  Frys,  greeting  the  neighborhood 
kids,”  Dufty  concludes.  “I  get  kind  of 
choked  up  thinking  that  next  year  our  lit¬ 
tle  girl  is  going  to  be  out  there  dressed  up, 
too.”  ■ 


Experience  the  difference .... 

I  offer  therapeutic  facials;  glycolic,  lactic  and  retinol  peels; 
ultrasonic  exfoliation;  micro  amp  therapy  and  treatments  for 
acne,  Rosacea  and  sensitive  skin.  Experience  quality  products 
using  certified  organic  botanicals  and  the  latest  in  skincare 
technology.  You’ll  notice  the  difference. 

Other  services  available: 

waxing  «<y  lash  and  brow  tinting  gloMinerals  makeup 

andrea  sanchez,  licensed  aesthetician 

129  fiilmore  street,  near  duboce  |  open  monday  &  thursday-saturday 
call  tor  an  appointment  |  415  553  3937 


415.846.9271 

steve@myhomesf.com 

For  Noe  Valley  Real  Estate 
News,  Listings,  Advice  and 
Resources  visit  Steve  online  at 

myhomesf.com 

Member  Of 

The  Jim  Laufenberg  Team 
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i  Get  Paid  $75 -$150  When  You  Participate  In  Our  Focus  Groups!  \ 

Fleischman  Field  Research  -  One  of  the  Bay  Area’s  largest,  independent  marketing  research  firms. 


Share  your  opinions 
while  testing  new 
products 


250  Sutter  Street 
Suite  200 
San  Francisco 
CA  94108 


TOPICS  INCLUDE: 

•  Video  Games 

•  Entertainment 

•  Fashion 
•  Gourmet  Foods 
•  Computers 
•  Automobiles 


.vom 


Sign  up  at  our  website: 

www.sanfranciscofocusgroups.com 

or  call 

415-398-4140  ext.127 


We  will  pay  you 

$75  -  $150 

per  session! 


www.sanfranciscofocusgroups.com 


Thinking  of  Redecorating? _ 

Trust  a  Company  with  10  Years  Experience 


We  come  to  you  and  handle  everything! 
From  design  to  product  selection  to  final 
installation.  We  value  the  Sun  and  your 
Views!  Drapery  Works!  specializes 
in  All  window  coverings  including: 

*  Roman  Shades 

*  Custom  Draperies  &  Sheers 

*  Solar  Screens 

•  Silhouette®  Window  Treatments 

*  Custom  Bedding 

•  L.uminette®  Privacy  Sheers 

*  Balloon  Shades  &  Tailored  Romans 

•  Wood  Blinds 

•  Fabric  Valances 

•  And  more .... 


-A  drapery  Works! 

111  415-330-9130 

Serving  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area 


Light  Enhances  Everything! 


Tkis  Sp  ace  Available  for  Lease 
Call  Steve  at  415.239.1114 

for  display  advertising  service  in  your  neighborhood 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Mention 
this  Ad 
And  Receive 
20%  OFF 


Jolynn  Rodriguez 
Owner 


" Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

i 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

’  State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE'  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

Photography  by  Beverly  Tharp 
(415)  282-4913 
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9  3932  -  24tH  Street 
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Your  Source  for  J4mazing  Qifts, 
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Expanded  Jewelry  Section! 

Bring  this  ad  in  and  receive  10%  off  all  Jewelry  ; 

(f^  One  coupon  per  customer  please. 


"-H7 


Debra  Gurriere 

REALTOR® 

YOUR  URBAN  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIALIST 

415.901.0255  xl59 

dgurriere@zephyrsf.com 
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license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


The  Church  at  San  Francisco,  which  sits  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  28th  streets,  recently  posted  plans  for  a  three-story  addition  that  would 
potentially  house  homeless  families.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Church  Hopes  to 
Build  a  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Women 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

for  six  months  to  two  years.  During  that 
time,  they  would  receive  drug  and  alco¬ 
hol  counseling  and  life-skills  training  de¬ 
signed  to  integrate  them  back  into  main¬ 
stream  society. 

The  training  would  give  the  women  the 
capability  to  handle  things  many  people 
take  for  granted:  how  to  apply  for  identi¬ 
fication  cards  or  driver’s  licenses,  how  to 
get  social  security  cards  and  credit  re¬ 
ports,  how  to  dress  for  interviews  and 
write  a  resume,  and  how  to  find  an  apart¬ 
ment  and  pay  bills.  The  residents  also 
would  take  twice-weekly  self-esteem 
classes.  Their  children  would  be  enrolled 
in  public  schools. 

“It’s  all  a  part  of  integrating  them  back 
into  society,”  says  Rev.  Joesiah  Bell,  59, 
pastor  of  the  nondenominational  church. 

Although  homeless  women  could  live 
at  the  church  home  for  two  years.  Bell 
says  he  expects  they  would  be  back  on 
their  feet  in  less  than  that.  “We’re  look¬ 
ing  at  six  months  to  a  year,”  he  says. 

The  first  phase  of  the  House  of  Sarah 
effort  is  to  raise  $65,000  to  pay  for  archi¬ 
tectural  plans  and  construction  specifica¬ 
tions.  Bell  says  he  expects  the  overall 
fundraising  effort  to  take  anywhere  from 
12  to  18  months,  followed  by  up  to  two 
years  for  the  permit  approval  process. 

“So  we  have  roughly  about  three  years 
before  we  can  stick  a  shovel  in  the 
ground,”  Bell  says. 

No  official  plans  or  permit  requests 
have  been  filed  with  the  city.  But  news  of 
the  proposal  started  to  attract  public  at¬ 
tention  last  month  when  the  church 
posted  an  architectural  drawing  of  the 
proposed  expansion  on  its  front  facade. 

The  rendering  by  Asian  Neighborhood 
Design,  a  nonprofit  corporation  based  in 
San  Francisco,  showed  a  contemporary- 
style  addition  sitting  atop  the  building’s 
familiar  royal-blue  base. 

David  Gluck,  a  28th  Street  resident 
who  lives  two  houses  from  the  church, 
says  he  hopes  the  organizers  will  involve 
neighbors  early  in  the  process  to  address 
any  concerns  they  might  have  about  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  homeless  facility. 

“I  think  the  Noe  Valley  community  is 
a  very  progressive  community  and  would 
probably  support  the  intention  of  what 
they’re  trying  to  accomplish,”  Gluck  says. 

The  president  of  a  local  neighborhood 
association  says  the  church’s  proposal  has 


not  progressed  far  enough  for  her  group 
to  take  a  position. 

“It  would  be  a  pretty  serious  change  to 
that  comer,  so  I  would  expect  there  to  be 
a  need  for  a  lot  of  public  dialogue,”  says 
Vicki  Rosen  of  Upper  Noe  Neighbors. 
“For  now,  we’re  doing  a  wait-and-see 
kind  of  thing.” 

Bell  says  the  proposal  is  indeed  in  its 
formative  stages,  and  that  the  church 
would  welcome  discourse  with  its  neigh¬ 
bors.  The  church  so  far  has  gotten  “mixed 
feedback”  from  nearby  residents  and 
businesses,  Bell  says,  with  some  neigh¬ 
bors  applauding  the  plan  and  others  ask¬ 
ing,  “Why  does  it  have  to  come  here?” 

Homeless  women  and  children  are  cur¬ 
rently  rare  on  the  streets  of  Noe  Valley. 
But  that  could  change.  Bell  says. 

“Just  because  we’re  out  here  in  Noe 
Valley  doesn’t  mean  we  can  stick  our 
heads  in  the  sand,”  Bell  says.  “The  prob¬ 
lem  is  coming  to  us,  and  I  think  we  should 
be  proactive.” 

Bell  says  the  church  has  already  de¬ 
vised  strategies  to  prevent  potential  prob¬ 
lems,  such  as  people  congregating  out¬ 
side  the  church  or  male  friends  of  the 
women  coming  around  and  disturbing  the 
tenants.  He  also  welcomes  the  public’s  help. 

“I  want  to  invite  people  to  come  and 


problem,  my  door  is  always  open.” 

The  genesis  for  the  House  of  Sarah 
came  soon  after  Bell  arrived  from  Seattle 
in  1996,  as  the  church’s  new  pastor.  While 
working  in  a  San  Francisco  neighborhood 
center,  Bell  says  he  discovered  there  were 
“plenty  of  programs  for  men,  but  hardly 
any  programs  for  women,  and  especially 
for  women  and  their  children.” 

In  his  first  year,  an  effort  to  set  up  a  city 
homeless  shelter  ran  into  vehement  op¬ 
position  from  local  residents,  and  the  idea 
was  shelved.  “I  decided  that  being  a  new 
pastor,  it  wasn’t  going  to  be  my  battle 
cry,”  he  says. 

The  need  for  housing  assistance  did  not 
dissipate,  however,  says  Bell,  who  has  a 
master’s  degree  in  education  and  has 
worked  extensively  with  underprivileged 
children.  “There  needs  to  be  something 
for  the  women  of  our  city.  The  majority 
of  women  on  the  street  are  not  there  be¬ 
cause  of  drugs.  It’s  because  they  lost  their 
jobs  or  husbands,  or  their  live-in 


boyfriends  left.  And  they  find  themselves 
homeless.” 

Bell  says  the  church  has  been  a  fixture 
at  its  present  location  since  1965 — ini¬ 
tially  with  a  mostly  African-American 
congregation  that  has  given  way  today  to 
parishioners  who  primarily  are  white  or 
Latino.  The  church  has  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
gram  of  providing  food  and  clothing  for 
the  needy,  he  says,  and  currently  is  col¬ 
lecting  clothes  for  shipment  to  Kenya  and 
El  Salvador. 

Previously  called  Holiness  Temple  in 
Christ,  the  Church  at  San  Francisco  can 
seat  300  people,  Bell  says.  The  size  of  the 
congregation  is  not  known,  however,  be¬ 
cause  “we  don’t  count  our  membership.” 

Bell  says  visitors  can  drop  by  1596 
Church  Street  or  phone  the  church  at  4 1 5- 
642-0302.  ■ 


work  with  us,”  says  Bell.  “If  they  see  a 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


Neuropsychological  Assessment 
In  Noe  Valley 

Do  you  have  concerns  about  your  child,  or  has  your  child's  school  suggested- 
possible  learning  differences  or  behavioral  difficulties? 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  a  new,  convenient,  Noe  Valley  office  location 
for  my  private  practice  in  neuropsychological  assessment. 


I  offer  experienced, 
comprehensive  evalua¬ 
tions  that  yield  a  broad 
and  deep  profile  of 
your  child’s  cognitive 
strengths  and  weak¬ 
nesses,  as  well  as 
emotional  dynamics. 
You  will  also  receive 
complete  recommenda¬ 
tions,  including  specific 
referrals  where 
appropriate. 


Please  see  my  website 

www.kidsbrain.info 

for  further  information 


Similar  evaluations  are 
available  for  all  ages 
through  elders,  and  I 
also  provide  psy¬ 
chotherapy  for  couples, 
families  and  individuals 
age  1 2  and  above. 
Remember,  early  inter¬ 
vention  can  make  the 
difference  between  life¬ 
long  struggle  and  nor¬ 
mal  functioning. 


and  feel  free  to  call  or  email  with  any  questions 


Robert  Solley,  Ph.D. 

3841  24th  Street  (Next  to  The  Ark  -  by  appointment  only) 
415  550-8725  /  rfsol@yahoo.com 
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Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco,  CA  94  1  14 
www.isassalon.com 


IS  YOUR  HOUSE  ANCHORED  AND  BRACED? 


Contractors  Earthquake  Retrofit 
anchor  bolting 
cripple  wall  bracing 
framing  repairs 
water  heater  bracing 
seismic  valves  for  gas  lines 


Art  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


1 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 

RTISTIC 
LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense.org 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 
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Full  Seismic  Upgrades 

soft  story  reinforcements 
shear  walls  and  moment  frames 
foundation  replacement  and  repair 
engineered  plans 

Call  for  Free  Evaluation 


KEN  KELTON  CONSTRUCTION 

415.333.1140 

CA  Contractors  License  #  324498 

Structural  Alterations  to  Older  San  Francisco  Homes 
Since  1977 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 
Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


Doug  Shoemaker  AIA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648.1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 
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Coast-to-Coast  American  Cuisine 


A  NOE  VALLEY  TRADITION 

Delicious  Sat-Sun  Brunches 
Cozy  Dinners  Wed-Sun  Night 
private  Booths  .  Ratio  tables 

CALL  415.641.7773 

WWW.KOOKEZ.COM 

4 1 23  24th  Street 
between  Castro  &  Diamond 


Special  Brunch  Treats  .  Unique  Entrees  &  Sauces  .  Kookez  Delights  Desserts  .  Takeout  .  Urge  Groups 


additions 


baths 


■ 


kitchens 
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Noe’s  Parks  Better 
Than  Most,  But  Still 
Need  Renovation 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

as  additional  amenities  like  a  toddler’s 
toilet,  diaper-changing  stations,  child- 
friendly  stairs  leading  onto  the  recreation 
center’s  stage,  and  better  padding  for  the 
gym’s  vault. 

The  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
is  aware  of  the  park’s  need  for  seismic  and 
safety  upgrades  and  has  a  $11  million 
multiphase  project  under  way  to  address 
these  needs.  The  plans  call  for  renova¬ 
tions  to  the  recreation  center,  its  rest¬ 
rooms  and  basketball  gym,  as  well  as  the 
outdoor  play  area.  Included  in  the  project 
are  improvements  to  the  entrances,  which 
are  now  loosely  secured  with  chains  and 
quite  easy  for  children  to  wiggle  through, 
new  playground  structures,  better  surfac¬ 
ing,  an  expanded  dog  play  area,  softball 
bleachers  with  disabled  access,  new 
gates,  and  new  fencing.  An  expanded  dog 
play  area  was  completed  last  summer. 
The  city  estimates  construction  will  be¬ 
gin  in  July  and  continue  through  2007. 

Cleanups  Continue  at  Noe  Courts 

Similar  efforts  are  under  way  at  Noe 
Courts  park  and  playground,  located  at 
the  comer  of  Douglass  and  24th  streets. 
Regular  visitors  complain  that  the  lack  of 
fencing  endangers  both  children  and  dogs 
that  frequent  the  park. 

“I  started  taking  my  son  to  Noe  Courts 
when  he  was  a  baby,  and  in  talking  to 
other  people  there,  there  was  a  kind  of 
general  sense  of  dissatisfaction,”  says 
Laura  Norman.  “Not  only  with  keeping 
the  dogs  out  [of  the  playground  area],  but 
keeping  the  kids  in.” 

Norman  joined  with  a  dog  walker  and 
other  residents  to  form  the  Friends  of  Noe 
Courts.  Thus  far,  they  have  worked  with 
the  city  to  plan  improvements  that  would 
increase  fencing  around  the  park,  im¬ 
prove  the  landscaping  and  drainage  sys¬ 
tem,  and  add  a  bathroom. 

“We’ve  got  an  approved  design,  and 
we’ve  got  a  general  idea  of  what  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  cost,”  says  Lizzy  Hirsch,  the  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Department  manager  over¬ 
seeing  the  Noe  Courts  project. 


and  Stay  in  Shape 
with  Wild  Bill 


"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  - 10:10  am 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 

Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam,  and  freshly  baked  bread  $75 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  of  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 

Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 


Not  surprisingly,  money  is  the  crucial 
factor  in  whether  the  plans  move  forward. 
Although  $175,000  has  already  been  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  project,  Hirsch  estimates 
that  an  additional  $225,000  is  still 
needed. 

Fundraising  efforts  for  the  park  facelift 
are  currently  under  way  through  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Courts.  The  group  hopes 
to  have  enough  money  to  begin  con¬ 
struction  by  the  fall. 

In  the  meantime,  dedicated  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  have  spent  several  Satur¬ 
day  mornings  this  spring  working  to  im¬ 
prove  the  playground  and  park. 

“I  like  to  see  it  look  cared  for,”  says 
Cathy  Dompe,  a  longtime  neighborhood 
resident  who  has  been  an  instrumental 
volunteer  in  the  park  cleanup  effort.  “It’s 
pride  in  your  community.” 


Dompe  and  a  faithful  group  of  six  or 
eight  residents  have  weeded,  spread 
mulch,  and  planted  new  plants.  Bi¬ 
monthly  workdays  are  scheduled  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  next  is  May  13.  Any¬ 
one  is  welcome  to  join  the  effort. 

Parks  Council  Invites  Help 

At  Douglass  Playground,  an  extraordi¬ 
narily  wet  spring  has  been  the  biggest 
problem.  In  addition  to  the  soggy,  muddy 
ground,  a  huge  tree  has  fallen  in  the  back 
of  the  park.  At  press  time,  the  city  had  not 
responded  to  Voice  inquiries  about  plans 
to  remove  the  tree. 

But  similar  problems  are  affecting 
many  city  parks.  In  fact,  14  city  parks 
have  been  swamped  in  the  recent  down¬ 
pours,  according  to  the  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council’s  Helen  Johnson. 


She  says  there  are  many  ways  for  Noe 
Valleyans  to  participate  in  improvement 
efforts  at  neighborhood  parks. 

Through  the  ParkScan  program,  resi¬ 
dents  can  report  problems  at  city  parks  to 
the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  which 
will  then  pass  them  on  to  Rec  and  Park. 
Just  go  to  the  web  site  www.sfneighbor- 
hoodparks.org. 

To  join  the  Upper  Noe  Neighbors  and 
learn  more  about  their  efforts  at  Upper 
Noe  Recreation  Center,  contact  Olga  Mi- 
lan-Howells  at  olgahowells@email.com. 
Anyone  interested  in  joining  the  ongoing 
Noe  Courts  workdays  may  contact  Cathy 
Dompe  at  cmtdompe@pacbell.net.  For 
more  information  about  the  fundraising 
efforts  at  the  park,  e-mail  noecourts@ 
gmail.com.  ■ 


Did  You  Hear  That?  If  you  live  anywhere  near  25th  and  Dolores  streets,  last  fall  you  may  have  heard  a  very  loud  and  late- 
night  outdoor  recording  session  by  the  artists  pictured  above,  accompanied  by  dozens  of  other  Bay  Area  musicians  and 
performers.  The  album  Eye  of  the  Storm:  Love  and  Rage  from  the  Bay  to  the  Gulf  was  produced  by  Slanty  Studios  (“named  for  our 
term  of  endearment  for  the  hill  on  25th  Street,  Slanty  Hill”),  as  part  of  a  Hurricane  Katrina  relief  effort.  The  studio  is  in  a  room 
in  what  has  become  a  house  of  music  on  25th  Street.  Musician/engineer  James  Caran  (standing,  center)  is  the  studio’s  founder 
and  was  the  co-producer  on  the  album.  Also  in  the  mix  was  Patti  Cobb  (right),  who  teaches  music,  coaches  teen  bands,  and 
with  husband  Bruce  owns  the  house  that  holds  the  studio.  Brian  Rodvien  (left)  is  a  percussionist  and  the  business-minded 
member  of  the  gang.  He,  Cobb,  and  Caran  have  recently  launched  a  new  venture:  a  record  label  called  Free  Measure  Records. 
“We  put  together  music  with  heart  and  honesty,”  says  Cobb,  “and  we’re  dedicated  to  helping  musicians  reach  their  audience.” 
The  label’s  first  artist  is  soul  singer  Vernon  Bush  (seated),  and  Bush’s  album  release  concert  will  be  celebrated  right  here  in  the 
neighborhood,  too.  Bush  will  perform  songs  from  his  new  CD,  Go  for  the  Ride,  on  Saturday,  May  27,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  in  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street.  Don’t  be  surprised  if  he  has  a  whole  house  of  musicians  with  him. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


1 4  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2006 


San  Francisco 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
MOVIES 


Kathy  White 

Realtor® 

415-595-9470 

K  White@BestHomesInSF.  com 


Have  you  seen  the 
Noe  Valley  Neighborhood  Movie? 

See  it  at  www.RealEstateSF.com 

- - ~~ —  {nV> - - — - - — — ■ 

We  buy,  sell  and  live  in  Noe  Valley. 

Call  us  with  all  your  real  estate  questions. 

The  Noe  Valley  Home  Team 


BARBAGELATA 


REAL  ESTATE  SF.COM 

Since  I9$2 


Sonia  Gomez-Rexelius 
Realtor® 
415-505-4078 


Sonia@SFBay  House .  com 
Hablo  Espanol 


Chiropractic  Sports  Medicine 


Active  Release  Techniques 


Massage  Therapy 


Complete  Chiropractic  Care 


Rolfing 


Progressive  Rehabilitation 


Meridian  Stretching 


900  Noe  Street  j  San  Francisco,  CA  94114-3309 
415-920-9766  j  wvw.fitwetl.com 


"Thanks  Dr.  Covey  for  all  of 

your  insight  into  my  chronic 

0 

rib  problem.  ART  has  been 

very  beneficial  for  me!" 

-  Andrea  At. 

Team  in  Training 

Cross-Country  Ski  Marathon 

4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $32  for  3  courses 


Architecture 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


no  charge  for  first  consultation 
permit  expediting  available 


seadot@pacbell.net 
www.seadotdesign.biz 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Market  Relaxes  a  Bit 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Though  it’s  still  a  million-dollar  neigh¬ 
borhood,  Noe  Valley’s  housing  mar¬ 
ket  showed  signs  of  moderation  in  March. 

Eleven  single-family  homes  closed  es¬ 
crow  during  the  month,  according  to 
Zephyr  Real  Estate,  which  supplies 
monthly  sales  data  to  the  Voice.  The 
March  total  was  one  higher  than  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  but  five  fewer  than  a  year  earlier 
during  the  red-hot  seller’s  market. 

Nine  of  the  11  homes  cost  more  than 
$  1  million — keeping  up  a  three-year-long 
trend — and  helped  pushed  the  average 
house  price  in  the  neighborhood  to  $1.2 
million. 

But  new  homeowners  in  March  took 
nearly  six  weeks  to  close  escrow — two  to 
three  weeks  more  than  in  the  past.  Buy¬ 
ers  also  cut  back  on  the  amount  they  were 
willing  to  overpay  for  a  home  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  A  year  ago,  they  offered  about  8  per¬ 


cent  more  than  the  asking  price  (16  per¬ 
cent  more  for  condos).  But  this  March, 
buyers  sweetened  the  deal  with  a  “mere” 
6  percent  extra. 

The  housing  market  in  Noe  Valley  has 
been  booming  for  the  last  five  years.  But 
in  the  past  few  months,  rising  mortgage 
interest  rates — coupled  with  years  of 
stratospheric  appreciation  that  has  made 
homes  unaffordable  for  many  would-be 
owners — have  started  to  tamp  down  sales. 

Randall  Kostick,  Zephyr’s  general 
sales  manager,  says  this  spring’s  sales  ac¬ 
tivity  is  similar  to  that  of  three  years  ago. 

“There  was  not  a  great  amount  of  ap¬ 
preciation  [in  2003],  but  there  was  a  rea¬ 
sonable  turnover  of  property,”  says  Ko¬ 
stick.  “It  was  not  a  difficult  year  for 
sellers  and  a  good  year  for  buyers.” 

The  most  expensive  property  in  March 
2006  sold  for  $2  million.  The  four-bed¬ 
room,  3V2-bath  home,  with  almost  3,700 
square  feet  of  living  space,  is  located  in 
the  1200  block  of  Diamond  Street  be¬ 
tween  26th  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets. 

Six  condominiums  sold  in  March  at  an 
average  sales  price  of  slightly  more  than 
$1  million. 

The  costliest,  selling  for  $1.5  million, 
was  a  three-bedroom,  three-bath,  2,200- 
square-foot  unit  in  the  800  block  of  Clip¬ 
per  Street  near  Grand  View  Avenue.  ■ 


Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
April  2006 

Average 

April  2006 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

5 

$1,050 -$1,200 

$1, 170/mo. 

$1,030/ mo. 

1-bedroom 

21 

$1,100 -$4,455 

$1,791  /  mo. 

$1,472 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

21 

$1,700 -$5,045 

$2,724 /mo. 

$1,874 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

11 

$2,450  -  $5,245 

$3,735 /mo. 

$2,750 /mo. 

4+-bedroom 

2 

$4,1 50 -$8,500 

$6,325 /mo. 

$5,000  /  mo. 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  of  60  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on 
April  6  to  April  15,  2006. 

www.craigslist.com 

NW5I06 

Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average 

Price  ($)  Price  ($)  Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days  Sale  Price  As 
on  Market  %  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

March  2006 

11 

$785,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,201,545 

35 

106% 

Feb.  2006 

10 

$827,500 

$2,100,000 

$1,415,650 

20 

99% 

March  2005 

16 

$831,000 

$2,662,000 

$1,569,000 

26 

108% 

Condominiums 

March  2006 

6 

$610,000 

$1,502,000 

$1,094,333 

46 

106% 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$640,000 

$1,280,000 

$1,050,000 

19 

113% 

March  2005 

7 

$695,000 

$1,351,500 

$947,786 

21 

116% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

March  2006 

3 

$1,321,000 

$1,706,000 

$1,492,000 

21 

106% 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$1,150,000 

$2,156,000 

$1,592,167 

53 

103% 

March  2005 

8 

$1,175,000 

$2,099,000 

$1,444,250 

35 

108% 

5-i-unit  buildings 

March  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feb.  2006 

1 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

118 

95% 

March  2005 

1 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

$1,530,000 

24 

99% 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.2ephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  sales  data. 
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Renewing  your  Wood  Cabinets  &  Floors 
has  never  been  so  easy. 


FLOORS  •  CABINETS  •  DOORS  &  TRIMS 
WOODWORK  OF  ALL  KINDS 


Call  415.294.7795  for  a  FREE,  no-obligation  estimate. 
Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  15%  off  of  your  estimate. 


We  offer  an  alternative  to  traditional 
hardwood  refinishing 

no  dust  •  no  mess  •  no  odors 


This  N-Hance  Revolutionary  Process  Renews  Wood... 
without  the  hassle,  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost, 
in  just  24  hours.  100%  Customer  Satisfaction! 


24th/ 7. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle  and  bustle,  you 
won't  find  a  greater  beehive  of  activity  in  the 
City  than  24th  Street  on  a  Saturday  morning: 
the  lure  of  freshly  baked  pastries,  the  buzz  of 
upscale  boutiques,  the  hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready  for  the  day. 

Noe  Valley  wasn't  always  like  this,  but  it's  always 
had  this  sense  of  communrty.There's  the  fabulous 
weather  of  course.  The  take-your-breath-away 


views  of  the  City.  And  the  wonderful  Victorians  in 
which  residents  take  pride  and  comfort. 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people 
find  the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their 
aspirations — in  Noe  Valley  and  in  all  of  San 
Francisco — for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their  homes  too,  when 
they've  been  ready  to  move  on  to  new 
dreams.  It's  a  half-century  of  trust  between 


our  agents  and  clients  that  only  the  values  of 
a  family-owned  business  can  inspire. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  24th 
Street  and  Noe  Valley,  or  about  any  other 
neighborhood  in  the  City,  give  us  a  call 
at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000.  Or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hill-co.com. 

Anytime. 


9:37  AM  |  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

www.hill-co.com 


1 6  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  2006 


Barbara  Vickroy 

Interior  D  e  s  i  g  nAAr 


Renovations  I  New  Construction 

Planning  and  Design  Solutions 
Finish  and  Furniture  Selection 
Working  Drawings  and  Specifications 
Construction  Observation 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Go  Giants! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


tel  /  fax:  415.282.4564  e-mail:  inarch@earthlink.net 


Who  to  Call  at  City  Hall 


/■' or  Problems  or  Help  With... 

Burned-Out  Streetlights  Street  Lighting  and  Repair 

Graffiti . 

Illegal  Dumping  (litter,  dog  poop) . 

Potholes  potholes@ci.sf.ca.us . 

Sewer  Odor  24-Hour  Odor  Hotline . 


. 415-554-0730 

. 4 15-241 -WASH 

. 415-28-CLEAN  (282-5326) 

415-695-2100  (695-2020  after  5  p.m.) 
. 415-695-2096 


Tree  Hazards  and  Trimming  Bureau  of  Street  Environmental  Services 


www.ci.sf.ca.us/sfdpwllrees . 415-695-2017 

Lost  or  Injured  Animals  Animal  Care  and  Control . 415-554-9405 

Traffic  Signals  Out  . 415-550-2736 

Missing  or  Damaged  Street  Signs  . 415-554-9780 

Abandoned  Vehicles  . 41 5-553-98 1 7 

Aggressive  Panhandling  . 415-553-0123 

Illegal  Parking  DPT  Dispatch . 415-553-1200 

Detox  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  (MAP)  . 415-431-7400 

Homeless  Outreach  (Ben  Amyes,  District  8  team  leader) . 415-558-1285 

Utility  Undergrounding  Department  of  Public  Works  undergrnunding@sfgov.org  .  415-554-4860 
Whistleblower  Hotline . 415-554-2489 


Other  Handy  Numbers 

24th  Street  Community  Benefits  District  (CBD)  Dispatch . 415-559-8492 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services .  . 415-558-71 1 1 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty . 415-554-6968 


‘Never  doubt  that  a  small  group  of  thoughtful,  committed  citizens  can  change  the  world. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  only  thing  that  ever  has."  — Margaret  Mead  (1901-1978) 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psycho  therapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espanol 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


Preservation 

Architecture 


Expert  Project 
Guidance 
I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 


i 

www.garavaglia.com 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


NOMAD 

RUGS 

I  natuRAlly  dyed  ruqs  I 


/Aniique  rersian 

Contemporary 

Tribal 


3775  24TH  STREET  •  415.401.8833 


Also  in  San  Ansel  mo: 

2  I  u  n  s  L  e  a  cl  Avenue  •  415.482.8  8  5 


)\v.  IS]  o  ni  a  d  R  u  6  s .  c  o  i 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  of  crimes  and  other 
police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley”  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The 
March  2006  crime  log  was  culled  from  inci¬ 
dent  reports  filed  at  Mission  and  Ingleside  po¬ 
lice  stations. 

Wednesday,  March  1 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  8:15  and  8:45  a.m„  900  block  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Street 

Threats  Against  Life:  Reported  10:45  a.m., 
3500  block  of  25th  Street 

Planting/Cultivating  Marijuana:  Reported 
10:45  a.m.,  3700  block  of  23rd  Street;  arrest, 
booked 

Battery:  Reported  noon,  1500  block  of 
Sanchez  Street 

Malicious  Mischief:  Reported  8:30  p.m., 
first  block  of  Chattanooga  Street 

Thursday,  March  2 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Attempted 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  8  a.m.,  200  block  of 
Duncan  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported 
12:30  p.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest 
Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  1:30  p.m.,  1300  block  of  Noe 
Street 

Parole  Violation:  Reported  1:45  p.m.,  3600 
block  of  2 1  st  street;  arrest,  booked 

Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  9  p.m., 
3500  block  of  21st  Street 

Friday,  March  3 

Grand  Theft  Bicycle:  Reported  7:30  a.m., 
first  block  of  Duncan  Street 

Counterfeiting  Coins  or  Notes:  Reported  1 1 
a.m.,  4100  block  of  24th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehicles: 
Reported  2  p.m.,  Sanchez  and  25th  streets 
Battery:  Reported  8:30  p.m.,  29th  and  Do¬ 
lores  streets 

Saturday,  March  4 

Robbery,  Bodily  Force:  Reported  12:30 
p.m.,  22nd  and  Church  streets 

Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  2  p.m.,  4300  block 
of  26th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
8:30  p.m.,  2000  block  of  Castro  Street 

Sunday,  March  5 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehicles: 
Reported  3  p.m.,  1800  block  of  Church  Street 
Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehicles: 
Reported  7:35  p.m.,  24th  and  Dolores  streets 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants  | 
are  invited  to  attend  police-corn-  | 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  the  | 
Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at  f 
Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose  1 
Avenue.  Mission  community  meetings  | 
are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the  j 
month,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630  j 
Valencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  CesarChavez  Street  (within  the  j 
Mission  Police  District)  may  phone  J 
Mission  Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mail 
SFPDMissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us.  To 
report  anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or 
other  crimes,  call  Mission  Station’s  hot¬ 
line  at  575-4444.  For  online  reporting, 
go  to  www.sfgov.org! site! police. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 

SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sfca. us. 

The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Sta¬ 
tion’s  daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail 
Captain  Paul  Chignell  at  Paul  Chignell 
@ci.sf.ca.us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call 
911.  To  report  a  non-emergency  situa¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco,  call  553-0123. 


Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehicles: 
Reported  1 1  p.in.,  1100  bock  of  Dolores  Street 

Monday,  March  6 

Battery:  Reported  10:26  a.m.,  300  block  of 
Eureka  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  10:40 
a.m.,  1500  block  of  Noe  Street 

Tuesday,  March  7 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  1 1  a.m., 
3600  block  of  24th  Street 
Possession  of  Narcotics  Paraphernalia/ 
Warrant  Arrest:  Reported  4:10p.m.,  900  block 
of  Church  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
6  p.m.,  Sanchez  and  Elizabeth  streets 

Wednesday,  March  8 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  2  p.m., 
300  block  of  Elizabeth  Street 

Battery  by  Juvenile  Suspect:  Reported  3:45 
p.m.,  1200  block  of  Noe  Street;  booked 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  7  p.m., 
1400  block  of  Guerrero  Street 

Thursday,  March  9 

Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
7:32  a.m.,  24th  and  Church  streets 
Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  9:55 
a.m.,  200  block  of  Fair  Oaks  Street 

Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  1:15 
p.m.,  4000  block  of  24th  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  7 
p.m.,  900  block  of  Duncan  Street 

Friday,  March  10 

Possession  of  Marijuana/Possession  of  Hal¬ 
lucinogenic/Possession  of  Amphetamine  for 
Sale/Miscellaneous  Investigation:  Reported 
10:30  a.m.,  3600  block  of  21st  Street;  arrest, 
booked 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  2 
p.m.,  800  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  2:07 
p.m.,  200  block  of  Day  Street 

Saturday,  March  11 

Robbery,  Bodily  Force:  Reported  7:05 
p.m.,  30th  and  Dolores  streets 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
8:15  p.m.,  3700  block  of  22nd  Street 

Sunday,  March  12 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
10:30  a.m.,  700  block  of  Noe  Street 
Domestic  Violence,  Threats  Against  Life: 
Reported  1  p.m.,  4300  block  of  24th  Street 
Petty  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  3:30 
p.m.,  first  block  of  29th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism  of  Vehi¬ 
cles:  Reported  7  p.m.,  1 100  block  of  Guerrero 
Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
10  p.m.,  Sanchez  and  Elizabeth  streets 

Monday,  March  13 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  8:30 
a.m.,  1200  block  of  Noe  Street 

Battery:  Reported  2:30  p.m.,  1200  block  of 
Noe  Street 

Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
2:30  p.m.,  3500  block  of  21st  Street 

Wednesday,  March  15 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  9  a.m., 
4000  block  of  22nd  Street 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1  p.m.,  400  block  of  Liberty  Street 
Battery/Domestic  Violence/Petty  Theft  of 
Property:  Reported  1:15  p.m.,  first  block  of 
30th  Street 

Thursday,  March  16 

Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
7:46  a.m.,  Guerrero  and  26th  streets 

Attempted  Theft  from  Locked  Vehicle:  Re¬ 
ported  7:30  p.m.,  100  block  of  Sanchez  Street 

Friday,  March  17 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Unlawful 
Entry:  Reported  9:30  a.m.,  1500  block  of  Do¬ 
lores  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  1 1  p.m.,  4 1 00  block  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street 

Saturday,  March  18 

Burglary  of  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  4  p.m.,  4500  block 
of  25th  Street 

Sunday,  March  19 

Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  4:45  p.m.,  400  block 
of  Elizabeth  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported  7 
p.m.,  1300  block  of  Castro  Street 

Monday,  March  20 

Burglary  of  Store,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported 
4:19  a.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street 

Petty  Theft  from  a  Building:  Reported  6 
a.m.,  1700  block  of  Dolores  Street 
Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported 
noon,  3700  block  of  24th  Street 


Violent  Robbers  Arrested  on  Jersey  Street 

By  Erin  O’ Briant 

A  heroic  chef  and  a  team  of  vigilant  police  officers  brought  two  violent  rob¬ 
bers  to  justice  in  Noe  Valley  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  April  10,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  made  by  Ingleside  Police  Captain  Paul  Chignell.  Two  more  sus¬ 
pects,  both  male,  remain  at  large.  The  four  suspects  allegedly  mugged  four  victims 
that  evening,  two  of  whom  they  violently  attacked.  Several  of  the  victims  were 
accosted  while  walking  in  Noe  Valley. 

Ingleside  Police  Officers  Yvette  Poindexter  and  Angelina  Sanchez  discovered 
the  first  victim  when  they  saw  a  person  who  appeared  to  be  in  distress  walking 
on  the  Highland  Avenue  bridge  toward  Mission  Street  at  10:18  p.m.  The  officers 
stopped  to  help  the  man,  who  explained  that  three  males  and  one  female  had  con¬ 
fronted  him  at  the  intersection  of  Highland  and  Arlington  streets,  choked  him, 
and  put  a  jacket  over  his  head.  The  four  attackers  fled  in  a  gold  vehicle,  possibly 
a  Honda,  with  his  money  and  cell  phone. 

Then,  at  10:34  p.m.,  a  group  of  three  suspects  attacked  another  victim  at 
Church  and  Day  streets.  This  victim  told  police  that  the  trio  grabbed  him  by  the 
collar  and  pushed  him  against  a  wall,  then  took  his  money  and  fled  towards  Do¬ 
lores  Street. 

About  15  minutes  later,  the  suspects  struck  again.  The  third  victim,  also  a 
man,  was  walking  with  a  friend  near  Church  and  Clipper  streets  when  three  males 
and  one  female  came  jogging  up  to  him.  The  suspects  grabbed  the  victim’s  cell 
phone  and  ran  away.  The  victim  attempted  to  chase  them,  but  lost  sight  of  the 
foursome. 

By  this  time,  police  officers  had  converged  on  the  area  to  look  for  the  rob¬ 
bers,  but  the  gang  proved  elusive.  Officers  heard  a  9 1 1  call  come  in  from  Church 
and  Duncan  streets,  where  a  local  restaurant  employee,  who  has  asked  to  remain 
anonymous,  said  he  had  been  viciously  attacked.  The  victim  reported  that  he  was 
surrounded  by  three  males  and  one  female,  who  demanded  money  from  him. 
When  the  victim  refused,  the  suspects  allegedly  kicked,  punched,  and  pushed  him 
to  the  ground,  stole  his  “knife  roll” — equipment  the  victim  used  for  work — and 
left  him  bleeding  on  the  street.  As  the  suspects  walked  away,  their  fourth  victim 
got  up  and  ran  after  them  while  calling  9 1 1 .  He  found  the  suspects  at  Jersey  Street, 
where  one  of  the  suspects  and  the  victim  engaged  in  a  second  violent  struggle. 

Officers  Chad  Campos  and  Dan  Silver,  who  were  on  the  lookout  for  the  sus¬ 
pects,  spotted  the  fight.  They  later  reported  seeing  one  of  the  suspects  strike  the 

i  victim  in  the  face  repeatedly.  When  the  suspect  saw  the  officers,  he  attempted  to 
flee,  but  they  took  him  to  the  ground.  As  the  officers  did  so,  they  noticed  a  fe¬ 
male  suspect  fleeing  on  Jersey  Street  towards  Church  Street.  After  a  short  chase, 
they  took  her  into  custody.  The  fourth  victim’s  knife  roll  was  in  her  possession. 

The  male  suspect,  a  Hoff  Street  resident,  was  booked  on  felony  assault  and 
robbery  charges  at  Ingleside  Station  and  remains  in  custody  as  of  press  time;  the 
|  female  suspect,  a  minor,  was  booked  on  similar  charges  at  the  Youth  Guidance 
Center,  but  has  been  released  pending  a  hearing. 

/  *  jgoooggj  «  ^  *  888  B|  MMR  '  ff 


Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1  p.m.,  1400  block  of  Castro  Street 
Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported  5 
p.m.,  300  block  of  Eureka  Street 


Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 

6  p.m.,  Vicksburg  and  Elizabeth  streets 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 

7  p.m.,  300  block  of  27th  Street 


Wednesday,  March  22 

Battery:  Reported  10:20  a.m.,  1200  block 
of  Noe  Street 

Burglary,  Forcible  Entry:  Reported  6:30 
p.m.,  3600  block  of  22nd  Street 

Thursday,  March  23 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  1  p.m.,  400  block  of  Duncan  Street 
Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Unlawful  Entry:  Reported  5  p.m.,  200  block 
of  Jersey  Street 

Friday,  March  24 

Burglary  of  Apartment  House,  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  6  a.m.,  300  block  of  Valley 
Street 

Saturday,  March  25 

Trespassing/Malicious  Mischief,  Vandal¬ 
ism:  Reported  8  a.m.,  100  block  of  Vicksburg 
Street 

Burglary,  Apartment  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  4  p.m.,  500  block  of 
Valley  Street 

Battery:  Reported  7:30  p.m.,  3800  block  of 
26th  Street 

Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  7:35  p.m.,  200  block  of  Grand  View 
Avenue;  arrest 

Sunday,  March  26 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
4:40  p.m.,  1400  block  of  Guerrero  Street 
Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  7:30  p.m.,  3900 
block  of  25th  Street 

Petty  Theft  with  Prior,  Enroute  to  Outside 
Jurisdiction:  Reported  8:07  p.m.,  3900  block 
of  24th  Street;  arrest,  booked 

Monday,  March  27 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  2 
p.m.,  1600  block  of  Noe  Street 


Tuesday,  March  28 

Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  3:30 
p.m.,  3600  block  of  24th  Street 

Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
6:15  p.m.,  23rd  and  Eureka  streets 
Petty  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  1500  block  of  Castro  Street 
Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
7:30  p.m.,  600  block  of  Alvarado  Street 

Wednesday,  March  29 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  7:30  a.m.,  800  block  of  Noe  Street 
Petty  Theft,  Shoplifting:  Reported  11:15 
a.m.,  4000  block  of  24th  Street 
Aided  Case,  Mentally  Disturbed:  Reported 
12:28  p.m.,  1500  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Thursday,  March  30 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  6 
p.m..  26th  and  Guerrero  streets 
Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  1 1  p.m.,  600  block  of  29th  Street 


Friday,  March  31 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported 
12:01  a.m.,  3800  block  of  25th  Street 
Burglary,  Residence  Under  Construction, 
Forcible  Entry:  Reported  5  p.m.,  800  block  of 
Douglass  Street 

The  Voice  thanks  Mission  Police  Officer  An¬ 
drew  Macllrath  for  providing  data  for  this 
month’s  Police  Beat. 
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Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts,  demand  the  very  best l 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1 %  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


(Sh  Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 

Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 

WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 


member: 


/  £  \ 

s  BBB  | 


Lorenzo 


25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 


4037  24  th  sr. 
4  iS 441  4407 
tifcifcKhion.com 


European  chic. 

For  today’s  urban  lifestyles. 


ancisco  •  Berkeley  •  Davis  •  Sacramento 


Inspired  designs 
Italian  fabrics 
European  detailing 
Made  in  San  Francisco 
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Teja  Gerken  will  join  six  other  top  local  musicians  in  a  “San  Francisco  Guitar  Summit”  on 
May  19  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  on  Sanchez  Street.  Photo  by  Morgan  Stetler 


Guitarist 

Teja  Gerken  Builds 
Community 
Through  His  Music 

By  Olivia  Boler 

Noe  Valley  guitarist  Teja  Gerken 
wants  people  to  take  a  chance  on  his 
music.  With  the  release  of  his  second  CD 
last  summer  and  a  show  on  May  19  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  his  wish  should  be 
easy  to  fulfill. 

“As  long  as  people  are  willing  to  lis¬ 
ten,  I  really  don’t  care  who  my  audience 
is  if  they  appreciate  what  I  try  to  do,” 
Gerken  says.  He  finds  that  audiences  of¬ 
ten  tend  to  be  made  up  of  other  guitarists, 
and  while  that’s  a  compliment,  he’d  love 
to  play  for  folks  who  are  just  there  to  hear 
good  music. 

What  is  Gerken’s  music  like?  It’s  kind 
of  folksy  with  an  urban  edge;  mostly  in¬ 
strumental  pieces,  using  a  “finger-style” 
technique.  “I  think  of  my  music  as  being 
a  blend  of  folk,  classical,  jazz,  and  world 
music  played  primarily  on  acoustic  steel¬ 
string  guitar,”  he  says. 

Gerken,  36,  also  plays  classical  and  12- 
string  guitar,  and  over  the  years  he  has 
shared  the  stage  with  such  virtuosos  as 
Alex  de  Grassi  (a  former  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident),  John  Renboum,  Duck  Baker,  and 
“my  mentor”  Peppino  D'Agostino. 

Solo  performing  isn’t  Gerken’s  only 
passion,  however.  He  also  organizes 
events  featuring  his  fellow  guitarists. 
Since  2001,  he  has  hosted  a  monthly 
acoustic  guitar  showcase  at  the  Bazaar 
Cafe  on  California  Street  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond  District. 

But  it’s  the  upcoming  show  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  that  Gerken  is  really 
jazzed  about.  Dubbed  the  “San  Francisco 


Guitar  Summit,”  the  concert  will  be  a 
culmination  of  his  efforts  to  bring  a  mix 
of  hot  musicians  together.  Besides  him,  it 
will  feature  the  well-known  guitar  duo 
Adam  Levy  and  Will  Bernard,  and  the 
San  Francisco  Guitar  Quartet,  composed 
of  David  Duenas,  Patrick  Francis, 
Christopher  Hanford,  and  Mark  Simons. 
Gerken  describes  the  event  as  a  “guitar 
lover’s  wonderland,”  where  you’ll  hear 
everything  from  traditional  jazz  to  Brazil¬ 
ian  samba  to  folk  and  Western  swing. 

Gerken,  whose  first  name  Teja  is  pro¬ 
nounced  “TAY-yah,”  was  bom  in  Essen, 
Germany.  He  moved  to  the  United 
States — specifically  Mendocino — with 
his  family  when  he  was  16.  Although 
he’d  been  playing  guitar  since  he  was  a 
little  boy,  it  was  in  high  school  that  he  be¬ 
gan  to  play  in  earnest.  While  attending 
Petaluma’s  World  College  West,  he  spent 
six  months  in  Michoacan,  Mexico,  study¬ 
ing  Spanish  and  guitar. 

In  the  mid-1990s,  Gerken  moved  to 


Noe  Valley  with  his  wife,  Heather  Gould. 
They’ve  lived  on  27th  Street  for  over  10 
years.  The  couple  recently  had  their  first 
baby,  Sabine,  in  late  March. 

Gerken  recorded  his  first  CD,  On  My 
Way,  in  1999.  His  latest  one,  Postcards, 
is  an  ode  to  San  Francisco.  “I  think  of  the 
album  as  a  set  of  postcards  from  the  city. 
It  could  also  be  seen  as  a  set  of  pieces  that 
reflect  my  experiences  of  traveling  and 
meeting  other  musicians,”  he  says. 
Among  the  1 2  tracks  is  a  tune  called  “Noe 


Valley  Sunday,”  written  by  Dale  Miller, 
former  owner  of  the  24th  Street  shop  Noe 
Valley  Music.  Gerken’s  CD  also  includes 
several  original  songs.  Both  of  his  albums 
are  available  on  iTunes  and  at  Streetlight 
Records  on  24th  Street. 

In  addition  to  playing,  composing,  and 
recording,  Gerken  works  as  a  full-time 
editor  at  Acoustic  Guitar  magazine.  He 
also  has  co-written  a  book  on  acoustic 
guitar,  published  by  Hal  Leonard  in  2005. 

Gerken  says  he  is  writing  more  songs, 
but  raising  Sabine  is  his  top  priority  at  the 
moment — that  along  with  tuning  up  his 
guitar  for  the  big  summit. 

“It’s  going  to  be  a  exciting  show,”  he 
says.  "Music  fans  of  every  stripe  will  en¬ 
joy  it.” 

For  tickets  to  the  May  19  concert, 
which  starts  at  8:15  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  call 
454-5238  or  visit  www.noevalleymusic- 
series.com.  You  can  also  buy  them  at 
Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street. 
Prices  are  $  1 6  in  advance,  $  1 8  at  the  door. 

To  find  out  more  about  Gerken’s  mu¬ 
sic,  go  to  www.tejagerken.com.  ■ 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Speeialist  Sinte  1979 


a 
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Now  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 


2233  Harrison  St./ 18th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 
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Free  Home  Buying  Seminar 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 

First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
or  to  reserve  a  seat 
please  call:  695-8805  x  281 . 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Suzanne  Frank  Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 
695-0552x131  695-0552  x  181 

www.suzannefrank.com www.jaksf.com 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 
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Anniversary 


Liberty  Si 


Just  For  Fun 


3982  24th  Street  -  415.285.4068 
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coitj tug  up... 
wisher's  day 
graduation 
father's  day 


3961  24th  Street  -  415.695.0506 

20%  off  thru  May! 
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Remem 


.  %  I  lee. 

spring  art  classes  beginning  in  May 
and  kids  summer  art  camp 


We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

Slug  Baby 

Lisa's  Garden 

Lotus 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


WWW.ARTSAKESF.COM 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  San  Francisco. 


www.backtothepicture.com 


ArtExplosion 


Artist 


1-877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11 :00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


m a 


$t fcrtina  dt 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spnng  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
242517thStatPotrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


i-1  Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 ,h  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St.  | 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


PERSONAL,  STEP  BY  STEP  ASSISTANCE 


n  Gift  certificates  available. 


“i 


Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule). 


1 


Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Howard  St. 
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Artist  Captures 
The  Soul  of 
Beach  Stones 


By  Erin  O’Briant 


Josie  Iselin  has  collected  stones  from  around  the  world  to  feature  in  her  book  Beach  Stones.  Here  she  displays  a  couple  of  her  favorites  while 
standing  at  the  site  of  an  old  rock  quarry  on  30th  Street  near  Billy  Goat  Hill.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


about  the  fact  that  they’re  not  really 
worth  anything,  but  they  hold  so  much 
value — a  memory  of  a  certain  beach  or 
a  physical  presence.  People  really,  really 
treasure  their  stones.” 

Originally,  Iselin  put  together  a  small 
mock-up  of  12  stone  images.  After  a 
friend  gave  Iselin’s  sister  a  gift  of  50 
stones  for  her  50th  birthday,  Iselin  ex¬ 
panded  the  mock-up  into  a  prototype 
book  called  Fifty  Stones.  Her  agent,  who 
lives  on  Elizabeth  Street,  encouraged 


her  to  create  more  images.  The  final 
product.  Beach  Stones,  is  being  released 
this  month  by  Abrams,  an  imprint  of 
New  York  publisher  Harry  N.  Abrams, 
Inc.  Abrams  also  will  publish  Iselin’s 
companion  book.  Leaves  and  Pods,  this 
September.  Both  books  are  $17.95. 

Iselin  is  making  a  couple  of  appear¬ 
ances  in  San  Francisco  during  the  next 
few  weeks.  She’ll  read  and  sign  books  at 
Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers — on  Castro 
Street  near  24th  Street — on  Friday,  May 


5,  from  3  to  5  p.m.  She  encourages  par¬ 
ents  to  bring  their  kids  after  school,  since 
the  book  appeals  to  all  generations. 

On  Wednesday,  June  7,  Iselin  will 
speak  at  the  San  Francisco  Center  for  the 
Book;  she’ll. demonstrate  how  she  uses 
a  scanner  to  create  images.  That  event 
takes  place  at  7  p.m.  at  300  De  Haro 
Street  near  16th  Street. 

For  more  information  about  Iselin’s 
books,  visit  her  web  site  at  www 
Josieiselin.com.  ■ 


Devon,  England. 


North  Haven,  Maine. 


Images  printed  with  author’s  permission  from  Beach  Stones  (Abrams,  2006). 


■C  KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Sit  for  a  moment  with  a  page  from 
Josie  Iselin’s  gorgeous  new  book 
Beach  Stones,  and  you’ll  feel  your  shoul¬ 
ders  drop  two  inches. 

“I  know  of  nothing  better  for  daily 
stress  than  walking  along  the  beach  col¬ 
lecting  stones,”  Iselin  says. 

Readers  of  all  ages  can  get  the  same 
feeling — without  the  drive  to  Fort  Fun- 
ston — from  Iselin’s  collection  of  200  im¬ 
ages  of  beach  stones.  The  book,  she  says, 
is  “an  artistic  collaboration  with  nature.” 

Each  two-page,  7-by-7-inch  spread 
shows  a  grouping  of  beach  stones  against 
a  stark  black  or  white  background.  Some 
arrangements  are  whimsical — the  stones 
might  look  like  a  paw,  for  example — 
while  others  simply  reveal  the  sculptural 
beauty  of  a  single  stone. 

The  images  appear  to  be  photographs, 
but  Iselin  actually  created  them  using  her 
scanner.  “I  place  the  object  directly  on 
the  glass  of  the  flatbed  scanner  and  im¬ 
port  the  resulting  image  into  Photoshop,” 
she  explains.  It’s  a  technique  she’s  re¬ 
fined  over  the  years. 

Along  with  each  image  is  a  caption 
noting  where  the  stones  were  found,  and 
on  the  opposite  page  geologist  Margaret 
Carruthers  explains  what  natural  forces 
shaped  the  rocks.  “It’s  really  a  very  lov¬ 
ing  and  intimate  portrait  of  these  stones,” 
Iselin  explains. 

The  29th  Street  resident,  artist,  and 
mother  of  three  is  a  longtime  stone  lover. 
“I’ve  always  collected  stones,”  she  says. 
“Stones  are  very  soothing  and  appealing 
physically,  and  also  there’s  something 


Ewoia,  Greece. 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.55Q.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KrofbMafd  corian®  granite  zodiaq 

Cabinetry 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  4I5-282-4969 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SE  Chronicle  Top  too  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 
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COLDWELL  BANKER 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOMBARD 
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Naomi  Glass 


Nina  Style 


Carren  &  Earl 


Andrew  Halpern 


Ed  Campana  &  Nathan  Churchill  Marco  Martinelli 
Emma  Aslanian 


Kent  Kockos 


Joan  Peat 


Rafael  Lucatero  Connie  Lee  Silvia  Damen  Bernard  Pizzoli  & 

Terry  Rodriguez 


Margret  Maker  Katharine  Holland 


CELEBRATING 
OUR  100TH 
YEAR 

&  THE  BEST 
OF 

2005 


Steve  Wille 


Dan  Dodd 


Lauren  Lai  Jung  Jo 


Nel  Leal  Robert  Nancy  Frank  & 

Kinoshita  Maureen  D'Honau 


Adam  Hagen  Ann  Scherbert 


Mark  Best 

MANAGING  BROKER 


EST.  1906 


1801  LOMBARD  STREET 
415.447.8800 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
wkere  you’re 
treated  like 
family  and 
tke  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

I S08  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St. on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


The  Urban  Nest 

3927  24th  Street 

Between  Sanchez  and  Noe 

(415)  341-0116 

Home 


Gift 

Garden 
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Marcelo’s  Construction 

HANDYMAN 


One  Call,  Repair  it  All! 

Windows,  Doors 

Tile,  Paint,  Carpentry,  Drywall 

Electricity,  Plumbing 

Baby  Safe  House 

Appliance  Installation 

Commercial  and  Residential 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

Phone  (415)  310-3226 

Email:  marce222colu@hotmail.com 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
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KIKIYO 


*  Iyengar  *  Ashtanga  *  Personal  Training  *  Pilates  Mat  * 
Morning  &  Evening  Classes  *  Friendly  Teachers 


FREE  WI-FI 


7EI  NJUMD  ST.  9  24T4I  292.QECI 


LET  BYLINES  BE  BYLINES 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 
Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send 
e-mail  submissions  to  bylines@ 
noevalleyvoice.com.  Please 
include  your  name,  address,  and 
phone  number.  Thank  you. 


one’s  going  to  have  time  to  pick  mine  out 
of  that  pile. 

And  why  password-protect  your  wire¬ 
less  network  if  you’re  going  to  flip  open 
your  laptop  for  instant  log-on  at  an  airport 
wi-fi  hotspot  or  an  Internet  cafe?  Your 
computer’s  password  protection  is  all  you 
have  there,  so  why  password-protect  at 
home?  Why  not  be  a  good  neighbor  and 
have  some  good  neighbors  instead? 
Everybody’s  network  goes  down — or 
leaves  the  neighborhood — from  time  to 
time.  We  all  need  somebody  to  lean  on. 

Thank  you  again,  Amy,  whoever  you 
are.  And  neighbors,  please  feel  free  to  log 
onto  my  unprotected  wireless  network  as 
soon  as  I  get  another  one  up  and  running. 

Ann  Garrison  is  a  writer  who  recently 
returned  from  New  Orleans  to  her  home 
on  Dolores  Street.  You  may  contact  her 
at  katrinawithoutborders@thefloodnext- 
time.com. 


A  Love  Letter  to  Amy 

I’ve  never  met  my  Noe  Valley  neigh¬ 
bor  Amy,  but  she’s  one  of  the  best 
neighbors  I’ve  ever  had. 

Amy  does  not  password-protect  her 
high-speed  wireless  Internet  signal.  Amy 
understands  community.  Amy  shares. 

I  too  shared  my  high-speed  wireless 
signal  for  most  of  the  past  four  years,  un¬ 
til  the  RCN  cable  com¬ 
pany  stopped  service  on 
24th  Street,  not  wanting 
to  share  the  cost  of  undergrounding  the 
wires.  At  the  moment,  however,  I  haven’t 
found  a  replacement,  and  therefore  I  have 
no  wireless  net  signal,  no  high-speed  sig¬ 
nal,  not  even  a  dial-up  signal. 

However,  Amy  is  sharing  her  unpro¬ 
tected  wireless  signal.  It  is  available,  of¬ 
ten  faintly  and  slowly,  but  fairly  reliably, 
on  the  west  side  of  my  flat  on  the  east  side 
of  Dolores  Street.  The  signal  Amy  shares 
is  a  bit  stronger  on  the  southwestern  edge 
of  my  flat,  so  I’m  guessing  that  Amy  lives 
somewhere  on  the  west  side  of  Dolores. 
Wherever  she  is,  I  want  to  thank  her  ever 
so  much  for  sharing. 

Now,  if  my  other  neighbors  would  stop 
password-protecting  their  “mad  as  hell,” 
“Aduana,”  “Comcast  Cable,”  and  “Bas¬ 
net”  wireless  networks,  we  might  have  a 
little  community  here,  relying  on  one  an¬ 
other  and  sharing  with  neighbors  who,  for 
whatever  reason,  don’t  have  high-speed 
wireless  access. 


Neither  SBC,  Comcast,  nor  Earthlink 
has  been  able  to  convince  my  anonymous 
neighbor  Amy  that  black-hearted  identity 
thieves  will  sneak  in  and  empty  her  bank 
and  credit  card  accounts,  read  all  her 
steamiest  love  letters,  and — aaaaghh!! — 
steal  her  identity  if  she  is  so  kind  as  to 
share  her  signal  with  neighbors  like  me. 

I  will  in  time  get  another  high-speed 
wireless  signal  going,  quite  possibly 
SFLan,  the  wireless  community  network 
now  prevalent  in  the  Mission  but  virtually 
nonexistent  in  Noe  Valley.  (For  info  on 
SFLan,  “an  experimental  wireless  com¬ 
munity  network,”  free  of  government  or 
corporate  influence,  see  http:/ Iwww. archive 
.orglwebl sflan.php .)  If  some  of  us  install 
SFLan  nodes  in  Noe,  the  signal  will  start 
to  show  up  here,  and  the  more  nodes  we 
as  neighbors  install,  the  stabler  and  faster 
our  community  network 
will  be.  Just  imagine  the 
world  without  Comcast, 
SBC,  AT&T,  or  Earthlink.  SFLan  is  a 
one-time  charge,  and  neighbors  can  pitch 
in  on  the  cost  of  a  node.  SFLan  is  not  for 
sale,  and  it  does  not  promote  identity- 
theft  anxiety;  no  one  password-protects. 


h  ttp:  / / vwvvv*  castrocomp  utc  rservices ,  co  m 


on- site /in- shop 

NETWORKING 
VIRUS  REMOVAL 
MAINTENANCE/UPGRADES 
SECURITY/OPTIMIZATION 
DATA  BACKUP/RECOVERY 
CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


415-826-6678 


Store  Hours 

Mon-Frl  9:00am-5:30pm 
Sat-Son  9:00am  5:00pm 


Has  anyone  out  there  in  Noe  had  their 
identity  stolen?  If  so,  I  would  very  much 
like  to  know  whether  it  happened  because 
someone  hacked  into  their  wireless  net¬ 
work  because  they  failed  to  password- 
protect.  The  most  aggressive  financial 
fraud,  i.e.,  “identity  theft,”  that  I  have  ever 
had  to  fight  was  committed  by  the  very 
credit  card  companies,  banks,  and  Inter¬ 
net  service  providers  who  are  urging  us  all 
to  password-protect  our  precious  “identi¬ 
ties,”  credit  cards,  and  bank  accounts. 

What  sort  of  miscreants  have  abused 
my  plastic?  People  who  wrote  them  down 
when  I  ordered  some  sort  of  silliness  over 
the  phone.  Most  people  who  take  tele¬ 
phone  orders  are  just  honestly  doing  their 
job,  but  let’s  face  it,  once  you’ve  given 
someone  all  the  information  they  need  to 
charge  to  your  card,  they’ve  got  it  and 
they  can  use  it.  If  the  really  bad  guys,  as 
in  the  spy  state,  want  in,  they’re  gonna  get 
in,  but  if  you’re  worried  about  the  spy 
state,  take  heart.  A  spy  site  intercepting 
electronic  transmissions  near  Stonehenge 
picks  up  enough  data  to  fill  the  Library  of 
Congress  every  three  hours.  That’s  a  lot 
of  data  to  digest.  I  can’t  worry  that  any- 


personal  training 
and  yoga  studio 

website  kiki-yo.com 
phone  (415)587-5454 
605  B  Chenery  Street 
near  Glen  Park  Village,  SF 


tfcTAlu 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 


We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  paths,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arkors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  with  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  whether  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
home.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  lighting, 
maintenance  and  arborist  services. 


Visit  our  showroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  415-824-1872. 


LIC  #825875 


free  slice-  of plz^zdv  tidtfv  any 
pur  dulses  of  witw  during 
tk&  Hi/thvtiv  of  April 
mthtkls  od/. 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  Certified 

between  24th  and  Jersey  Street  p«rfe**ionai 


NOW  FEATURING 
A  GREAT  WINE  LIST  8l 
_ _  BY  THE  SLICE 
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Kettle  Foods 

Potato  Chips 

S  oz.  -reg  2  29 

2  for  $3 


Ann  &  Hammer 

Liquid  Laundry 
Detergent 

all  varieties 

100  oz.  -reg  6  49  +tx 


$4.99 


LOVER 

STORNETTA 

Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Milk 
Gallons 

128  oz.  -reg  6.29 

$5.89 


Ben  &  Jerry's 

Ice  Cream  Pints 


all  flavors 
16  oz.  -reg  3.99 


2  for  $5 


wallaby* 

ORGANIC  1 


Organic  Large 
Cage  Free  Eggs 


all  flavors 
6  oz.  -reg  1 .09 


dozen  -reg  4.19 


R.W.  Knudsen  Green  Forest 

Recharge  Sport  Beverages  Recycled  Bath 

32  oz.  -reg  2.29  +CRV  rr »•  JL 

.  .  jl  Tissue  C**  QQ 

Wallaby  3  fOr  $4  ~  ! “  V 

Lowfat  Yogurt 

Crystal  Geyser  _ 

Alpine  Spring  Water 


••Vs 


h  l 

BWQ 


1.5  liter  -reg  89c  +CRV 


„  .  _ _ ^  Columbia  Gorge 

%  °TmC  '  gS  '  Organic  Orange  Juice 


Whipping 

Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3.59 

$3.19 


fresh  squeezed 
64  oz.  -reg  6.99 


$5.49 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Very  Dark 
Mexico  Coffee 


whole  beans 

16  oz. -reg  6.99  ^  /\ 


odwalla 


Sale  Prices  effective 
May  1  -  May  21,  2006 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

Store  Hours: 

8  :00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


We  Accept 

ATM  Cards  . _ 

Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 


Muir  Glen 

Organic  Tomatoes 


juice  lor  human 


Odwalla 

Grapefruit  or 
Carrot  Juice 
Half  -  Gallons 

64  oz.  -reg  6.19 


select  varieties 
28  oz.  -reg  2.49 


3  for  $5 


$4.99 


ATM 


Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 10 


i  VANGUARD 

PROPFRUF^ 

W  ALWAYS  ON  THE  FOREFRONT 


Helping  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  every  market 
Cali  me  today  for  your  FREE  market  analysis 


contact: 

Luis  Gervasi 
415.255.6679 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

800  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 17 
www.vanguardsf.com 


LAW  OFFICES 


Comprehensive  Estate  Planning 
Fast  and  efficient  Probates  and  Small  Estate  Administration 

' Living ’  Trusts,  Last  Wills  and  Testaments, 

Durable  Powers  of  Attorney  for  Healthcare  and  Assets  Management 

PROTECT  YOUR  LOVED  ONES 
PRESERVE  YOUR  ASSETS 
AVOID  THE  COSTS  OF  PROBATE 


Call  for  a  free  Estate  Preparation  Guide  and 
to  schedule  a  free  initial  consultation 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney -at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 
(415)  641-8687 

Practicing  Law  since  1978 

Serving  Noe  Valley  and  the  greater  San  Francisco  area 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


By  Erin  O’Briant 

Clothes  for  a  Good  Cause 

Combine  your  spring  closet-cleaning 
with  help  for  humankind  by  donating 
new  or  gently  used  clothes  to  the  St.  Vin¬ 
cent  de  Paul  Society.  In  Noe  Valley,  St. 
Philip  Church,  at  725  Diamond  Street  be¬ 
tween  24th  and  Elizabeth  streets,  has 
been  designated  a  drop-off  spot  for  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  on  Saturday,  May  13, 
from  8  a.m.  until  5  p.m.,  and  on  Sunday, 
May  14,  from  8  a.m.  until  1  p.m. 

“You  know  the  summer  weather  in  our 
beautiful  city,  the  warmer  the  clothing  the 
better,”  says  Patti  Wood  of  St.  Philip’s. 
She  adds  that  the  Society  is  in  particular 
need  of  men’s  shoes,  and  will  also  accept 
towels,  washcloths,  and  sheets. 

The  360  working  poor,  destitute,  or 
homeless  people  who  come  to  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul’s  centers  each  night  for  a  hot 
meal,  shower,  or  shelter  are  all  offered  a 
change  of  clothing,  which  includes  new 
underwear  and  socks.  The  organization 
serves  a  total  of  about  1 ,000  people  per 
day,  and  no  one  is  ever  turned  away.  For 
more  information  about  the  spring  cloth¬ 
ing  drive,  call  282-0141. 

Take  a  Peek  at  Peekabootique 

The  new  owners  of  Peekabootique,  the 
kids  clothing  store  on  Castro  Street,  are 
showcasing  two  new  regular  events  this 
month — a  Designer  Series  and  Parents 
Night  Out,  says  co-owner  Mike  Stanton. 
He  also  invites  neighbors  to  “come  on 
down  and  see  the  changes  we’ve  made.” 

On  Thursday,  May  1 8, 7  to  9  p.m.,  San 
Francisco  jewelry  designer  Kathy  Loewen- 
stem,  whose  work  has  been  picked  up  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  will  talk 
about  her  designs  and  inspirations,  as 
well  as  show  off  a  trunk  of  new  pieces, 
including  necklaces,  earrings,  and 
bracelets.  This  series  will  continue,  with 
new  designers,  on  the  third  Thursday  of 
each  month. 

Then  on  Thursday,  May  25,  parents  get 
to  let  their  hair  down.  Peekabootique  will 
stay  open  late  so  that  parents  can  party 
from  7  until  9  p.m.  “We’ll  serve  wine  and 


Lila  Knows  What  Parents  Like 

|  Noe  Valley  parents,  do  you  have  j 
J  your  LilaGuidel  Well,  if  you  want  to  | 
|  be  like  the  rich  and  famous,  you  | 
|  should  pick  up  a  copy.  According  to  | 
II  Child  magazine,  movie  star  (and  I 
|  new  mom)  Jennifer  Gamer  is  a  Lila-  g 
Guide  user.  The  parent  “survival 

(guides”  are  Zagat-  like  books  that  rank  | 
j  kid-friendly  stores,  restaurants,  activ-  1 
ities,  and  services  in  23  cities  acros' 

|  the  country.  The  rankings  are  based  | 
on  surveys  filled  out  by  local  parents. 

Oli  Mittermaier,  who  lives  in  the  1 
|  Upper  Market  area,  founded  Lila 
Guides  a  few  years  ago  after  the  birth  I 
of  his  daughter  Delilah.  He  says  he 
and  his  wife,  Elysa,  were  “clueless  as 
j  new  parents,”  and  found  themselves  j 
relying  on  word-of-mouth  parenting  § 
advice.  They  published  their  first  j 

I  guide,  LilaGuide:  Baby-Friendly 
Bay  Area,  in  2002,  and  the  response 
has  been  overwhelmingly  positive,  j 
Anyone  can  get  a  complimentary  f 
copy  by  participating  in  the  Lila- 
|  Guide  survey  at  www.lilaguide.com. 

Or  you  can  buy  one  for  $16.95  on 
24th  Street.  Both  Ladybug  Ladybug 
|  and  Just  for  Fun  carry  copies. 


— Olivia  Baler  j 

1 


soft  drinks  and  spin  some  records,”  Stan¬ 
ton  says.  It’s  a  chance  to  relax,  chat,  and 
meet  your  neighbors,  and  kids  of  all  ages 
are  welcome.  Co-owner  Michele  Furlong 
will  also  be  on  hand.  Peekabootique  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  1 306  Castro  Street  at  24th  Street. 
Call  641-6192  with  questions. 

Bravo!  Chamber  Music 

Celebrate  the  culmination  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Chamber  Music’s  12th  season  with  a 
special  performance  on  Sunday,  May  21. 
at  4  p.m.  This  season  finale  and  fundrais¬ 
ing  event  takes  place  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  located  at  1021  Sanchez  Street. 
The  performance  features  San  Francisco 
Opera  maestro  Donald  Runnicles,  with 
Opera  instrumentalists  Kay  Stem  and 
Thalia  Moore,  performing  the  music  of 
Mozart  and  Beethoven. 

Participants  can  contribute  to  NVCM 
by  bidding  on  a  variety  of  items,  includ¬ 
ing  tickets  to  the  San  Francisco  Sym¬ 
phony  and  Opera,  a  two-day  getaway  to 
Anchor  Bay,  and  gift  certificates  for  lo¬ 
cal  restaurants  such  as  Delfina,  Firefly, 
and  Incanto.  Tickets  are  $25  each.  To  re¬ 
serve  yours,  call  648-5236. 

Senior  Center's  Spring  Fling 

On  Lok  30th  Street  Senior  Services 
will  host  a  Spring  Fling  to  benefit  pro¬ 
grams  for  seniors,  on  Sunday,  May  7, 
from  1  to  4  p.m.  The  party,  which  will 
take  place  in  On  Lok’s  garden  courtyard 
at  225  30th  Street,  will  also  honor  the 
Friends  of  30th  Street,  a  volunteer  group 
whose  members  help  support  the  senior 
center.  There  will  be  a  barbeque  and  live 
Latin  music  by  Cascada  de  Flores. 

“If  you’ve  never  seen  the  center  or  the 
garden,  you  don’t  know  what  you’re 
missing.  It’s  a  fabulous  place,”  notes  Up¬ 
per  Noe  resident  and  Friends  member 
Vicki  Rosen. 

The  center  provides  a  range  of  bilin¬ 
gual  and  bicultural  services  to  elders  in 
Noe  Valley  and  the  Mission  District.  Pro¬ 
grams  include  physical  activity,  social 
opportunities,  nutrition  and  meal  assis¬ 
tance,  and  case  management. 

Tickets  to  the  fundraiser  are  $25.  If 
you’d  like  to  go,  make  a  check  out  to  On 
Lok’s  30th  Street  Senior  Services  and 
mail  it  to  Friends  of  30th  Street  at  225 
30th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131. 
Tickets  will  also  be  available  at  the  door 
the  day  of  the  event.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  center  at  550-2210. 

Best  in  Show  in  Dolores  Park 

Where  better  to  screen  the  hilariously 
funny  Best  in  Show  than  the  site  of  one  of 
San  Francisco’s  few  remaining  dog 
parks?  Canines  (on  leash)  and  their  peo¬ 
ple  are  invited  to  see  the  film  on  a  giant 
outdoor  screen  in  Dolores  Park  on'Satur- 
day.  May  20,  at  8  p.m.  Bring  a  picnic  if 
you  like,  but  organizers  ask  that  movie¬ 
goers  sit  on  blankets  instead  of  chairs. 

Other  Dolores  Park  screenings  this 
year  include  Raiders  of  the  Lost  Ark  at 
8:30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  July  29,  and  Young 
Frankenstein  at  8  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Oct. 
7.  Every  month  through  October,  the  San 
Francisco  Neighborhood  Theater  Foun¬ 
dation  hosts  a  free  outdoor  film  in  a  San 
Francisco  park,  delighting  thousands  of 
film  buffs  each  year.  The  non-profit  is 
also  dedicated  to  preserving  neighbor¬ 
hood  cinemas. 

To  explore  screenings  in  other  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  to  see  photos  of  previous 
Dolores  Park  films,  visit  www.sfntf.org. 
The  Dolores  Park  screening  will  take 
place  off  Dolores  and  19th  streets. 

City  College  Summer  Signup 

Whether  you  want  to  delve  into  the 
mysteries  of  modern  art,  master  a  lan¬ 
guage,  explore  a  love  of  photography,  or 
just  fulfill  some  basic  English  require¬ 
ments,  the  evening-only  Castro- Valencia 
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Design 


Remodel 


Spark  Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94102  |  ph  415.503.0055 
www.sparkconstruction.com 
Full  Service  Since  1987  |  License  #546094 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


DOUG  DEVINE 

415.338.0223 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 


Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chef's  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 

Offered  at  $950,000 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 

415.338.0154 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23rd  Street  . 


Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 


Offered  at  $699,000 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDWetL 

BANK6RB 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
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PACIFIC 

UNION 


THERE  IS  A  DIFFERENCE. ..CALL  PACIFIC  UNION 

Civic  Center  Office  •  415.474.6600  •  601  Van  Ness  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Presidio  415.929.7100  •  South  Beach  415.247.6600  •  Commercial  415.834.3540 

Statements  are  based  on.SFARMLS,  year-to-date  2005. 


Pacific  Union  is  the  Real  Estate  company 
that  makes  a  Difference... 

♦  FHtauses  listed  by  Pacific  Union  in  2005  received  the  highest  average  sale  price 
among  the  top  five  real  estate  companies  in  Noe  Valley. 

♦  Pacific  Union  represented  more  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  sale  of  single  family  homes 
in  Noe  Valley  in  2005  than  any  other  real  estate  company. 

♦  Pacific  Union's  Community  Fund  has  donated  over  $400,000  to  non-profit  organizations 
throughout  San  Francisco. 


$1,295,000.  Noe  Valley.  Fab  view 
Ftome.  3BR/2BA,  master  suite, 
remodeled  kitchen  w/granite 
counters,  decks,  garden,  1  -car  gar. 
Susan  Ring  www.susanring.com 


$1,295,000.  Noe  Valley/Glen  Park 
Remodeled  4  BR/4  BA  Victorian 
Lrg  eat-in  kitchen,  formal  living  & 
dining  rooms  w/built-ins.  Decks 
off  kitchen  &  bedroom.  Peter  Cho- 
vanes  www.peterchovanes.com 


$795,000.  Eureka  Valley.  Top  fir  of 
2  BR  condo.  Remodeled  eat-in  kit 
w/limestone  counters,  hardwood 
floors,  bay  windows,  deck,  garden, 
1-car  park.  Susan  Ring 
www.susanring.com 


$1,745,000.  Buena  Vista  Park. 

3  bedroom,  3  bath  home  Remodeled 
kitchen  and  baths.  Landscaped 
terraced  garden  Dennis  Otto 
www.dennisotto.net 


www. pacunion.com 


REGISTER  NOW 

GLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.RUBYSCLAYSTUDIO.Olu; 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


co 

kJ 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

-  SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 
•:  Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concems/Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 


17S2  Church  Si:,  San  Francisco  •  415.64M.2644  •  www.cus.ki rj/ujunskung 


Vtk&mMi:  Otir  jt$tb  Yr." 


O'  Greenberg's  Pub 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  all  NFL 
Games 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SPECIALTIES 

•  Homestyle  Cooking 

•  Family  Friendly 

•  Serving  Breakfast 
All  Day 

Featuring  Homemade 
Soups,  Niman  Ranch 
Burgers,  Fish  &  Chips  * 

Take  Out  Available 


Open  Monday  thru  Saturday  9  am  -  9  pm 
Sundays  9  am  -  5  pm 


3853  24th  Street  @  Vicksburg 
415  282-1213 
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Campus  of  City  College — known  by  day 
as  James  Lick  Middle  School — is  a  fan¬ 
tastic  resource.  Located  at  1220  Noe 
Street,  it  caters  specifically  to  working 
adults  in  and  around  Noe  Valley. 

Summer  session  begins  on  May  30  for 
the  early  start  three-week  credit  session. 
Regular  six-week,  non-credit  classes  be¬ 
gin  June  5,  and  regular  credit  six-week 
sessions  start  June  12.  The  late  start  four- 
week  credit  session  starts  on  June  26. 
Credit  courses  are  $26  per  unit,  and  non- 
credit  classes  are  free.  Online  registration 
for  continuing  students  at  City  College 
has  already  begun;  for  new  students  on¬ 
line  registration  starts  May  10.  In-person 
registration  is  held  June  12  to  16. 

For  details  on  City  College  classes, 
contact  the  school’s  Admissions  and 
Records  Office  by  phone  at  239-3285  or 
go  to  www.ccsf.edu. 

New  Preschool  at  St.  Philip 

Neighborhood  parents  have  known  for 
a  long  time  that  more  preschools  were 
needed  in  Noe  Valley — and  now  there’s 
finally  a  new  one  at  St.  Philip  School,  lo¬ 
cated  at  725  Diamond  Street  between  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  24th  streets.  There  are  even  a 
few  spaces  open  for  the  summer  and  fall. 

.“[The  preschool]  offers  a  variety  of 
full-time  and  part-time  programs  and  will 
also  run  a  summer  camp  for  preschool- 
age  children,”  says  Paula  Whitehead, 
president  of  the  school’s  board  of  educa¬ 
tion.  The  kids  get  to  participate  in  a  mix 
of  activities,  including  art,  play,  music, 
movement,  and  cooking.  “Science  and 
woodworking  are  also  included  as  part  of 
the  daily  curriculum,”  she  adds. 

Whitehead  says  St.  Philip’s  opened  its 
new  year-round  preschool  in  mid-Febru¬ 
ary.  The  director,  Hope  Peterson,  began 
her  new  position  in  July,  and  has  been 
busy  since  then  securing  licensing,  plan¬ 
ning  facilities,  and  recruiting  teachers  for 
the  preschool.  To  find  out  more,  call  the 
school  office  at  824-8467. 

A  Celebration  of  Murals 

It  just  wouldn't  be  San  Francisco  with¬ 
out  all  of  our  gorgeous  murals — many  of 
which  came  about  thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
artists  working  with  the  Mission  Dis¬ 
trict’s  non-profit  Precita  Eyes.  To  cele¬ 
brate  and  honor  the  many  muralists  who 
beautify  the  Bay  Area  with  their  work, 
Precita  Eyes  is  holding  the  16th  annual 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Mural  Aware¬ 
ness  Month  Festival  and  Mural  Awards 
Ceremony  on  Saturday,  May  13,  in 
Precita  Park.  The  park  is  located  close  to 
Noe  Valley  on  Precita  Avenue  between 
Folsom  and  Harrison  streets. 

The  day’s  events  will  include  a  mural 
competition,  complete  with  a  “paint-off,” 
a  community  mural  “paint-in,”  and  arts 
and  crafts  for  kids.  Attendees  can  watch 
a  live  mural  performance,  in  which  guest 
muralists  create  a  mural  honoring  the 
year’s  award  recipients.  Organizers  are 
also  planning  live  music  and  muralists’ 
booths  exhibiting  their  art.  The  festival  is 


free.  For  more  information,  contact 
Joshua  Stevenson  at  285-2287  or  visit 
www.preci  taeyes.  org . 

Demos  Tackle  Roe  vs.  Wade 

The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  will 
sponsor  a  panel  discussion  on  the  hot 
topic  of  Roe  vs.  Wade,  at  7  p.m..  on 
Wednesday,  May  17,  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry. 

Admission  is  free  for  the  forum,  which 
will  focus  on  the  prospects  for  overturn 
of  Roe  vs.  Wade,  the  1973  Supreme  Court 
decision  that  made  abortion  legal 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  discussion  promises  to  be  “very 
timely  and  provocative,”  says  Molly 
Fleischman,  program  chairwoman  of  the 
Democratic  Club. 

Panelists  are  David  Faigman,  a  consti¬ 
tutional  law  expert  at  Hastings  College  of 
Law;  Amy  Moy  of  the  Public  Affairs/Ed¬ 
ucation  Department  of  the  Golden  Gate 
chapter  of  Planned  Parenthood;  and  Do¬ 
lores  Meehan  of  the  Respect  Life  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Francisco. 

Faigman  will  speak  first,  explaining 
the  legal  issues  behind  the  abortion  de¬ 
bate.  Then  Moy.  and  Meehan  will  present 
arguments  pro  and  con  legal  abortion. 

The  Ministry  is  located  at  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street.  For  more 
information,  e-mail  Fleischman  at 
molly@ffrsf.com. 

Teens  Go  BATS  for  Summer 
Improv 

Youth  ages  1 1  to  17  can  take  advantage 
of  short  summer  improv  theater  camps  at 
Fort  Mason  Center  this  summer.  BATS 
Improv,  a  nonprofit  school  and  theater  for 
improvisational  performance,  usually 
caters  to  adults — but  in  the  summers  they 
open  their  doors  to  the  younger  generation. 

The  camps  for  youth  ages  1 1  to  1 3  run 
Wednesday,  July  5,  through  Saturday, 
July  8,  or  Monday,  July  10,  through  Fri¬ 
day,  July  14,  from  9  a.m.  until  2  p.m.  The 
camps  for  teenagers  ages  14  to  17  happen 
Monday,  July  17,  through  Friday,  July  21, 
or  Monday,  July  24,  through  Friday,  July 
28,  from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m. 

Each  session  culminates  in  a  showcase 
performance.  Camp  prices  ranges  from 
$220  to  $300.  For  more  information,  call 
474-6776  or  visit  the  BATS  web  site  at 
www.improv.org. 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com  « 


Thinking  about  replacing  your  current 
floor  covering  with  beautiful  hardwood 
or  refinishing  your  floors? 

DESIGNER  FLOORS,  INC. 

700  TOLAND  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 
415-641-1779 

e-mail :  info@designerfloorsinc.com 
www.designerfloorsinc.com 

Come  and  visit  our  flooring  showroom 
Open  11-5  Monday  -  Friday  or  by  appointment 


Wood  shown  in  photo  above  is  Listone  Giordano  Cabreuva  Vermelha 


We  specialize  in  high  quality,  ecologically  responsible 
flooring  products  with  over  20  years  of  experience 
installing  and  refinishing  floors  in  the  Bay  Area. 
90%  of  our  business  is  generated  by  referrals 
from  satisfied  customers! 


Buying  or  Selling  -  Call  the  Betty  Taisch  Team! 
VJe  Exceed  Your  Expectations!! 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in  today's  active 
market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and  international  marketing. 
Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 

Top  1%  Nationally  •  International  President's  Premier 


CRi.  CRB,  LTG,  SRE,  E-PRO 

Broker  Associate 

Certified  Residential  Specialist 
Senior's  Real  Estate  Specialist 

11  year  Noe  Valley  Resident 

(415)  338-0121 

betty@taisch.com  •  www.taisch.com 


;:/)etty  ,  /aisch. 


Ready  to  meet  your 
real  estate  needs!  / 


Expect  the  best. 


COLDUJeU. 

banker  □ 
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WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HendeC  Handle  It 


DattieC  HerafeC,  R eaC  Estate  Agent 


Top  Producer  -  President’s  Elite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 
Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUUeU. 

bank.gr  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


4001  24th  St  at  Noe  St 
San  Franci  sco 
4  1  5-282-786  1 


MOLLIE  STONE'S 


MARKETS 


Tower  Market 

635  Portola  Drive 
(415)  664-1600 


Grand  Central  Market 

2435  California  Street 
(41 5)  567-4902 


Your  Local  Grocer  for  Fresh  Meat,  Seafood,  Poultry,  Produce,  Deli  &  Catering 


WWW.BACKYARDS.BIZ  415-642-51 
GARDES  trejte 


Hi  cowstruction 


Sft/ae’d  Obr/yylnyy 


(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 


After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

\  acation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 

Call 

415-821-0751  . 

For  Reservations 
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EVEN  IF  rOU  LOSE  YOUR  JOB, 

YOU  STILL  HAVE 

OPTIONS 


Few  things  are  as  stressful  as  worrying  about  work. 

Because  it’s  easy  to  feel  like  things  are  out  of  your  control, 
it’s  essential  to  consider  any  financial  decision  carefully.  > 
Especially  when  it  comes  to  your  retirement  savings. 

Edward  Jones  can  help.  We’ll  start  by  sorting  through 
the  options  regarding  your  employer’s  retirement  savings 
plan.  Then  we’ll  work  with  you  to  develop  a  strategy  that 
can  meet  your  investment  needs,  helping  to  make  sure 
that  a  bump  in  the  road  doesn’t  upset  everything  you’ve, 
worked  for. 

To  learn  why  it  makes  sense  to  roll  over  your  retirement 
accounts  to  Edward  Jones,  call  today. 

4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-4079  or  877.282.7588 
California  Ins.  License  0C24309 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 

Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS  Gary  Norman 

Investment  Representative  Investment  Representative 

V  .  I  •  .  ,  _ 

Edwardjones 
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May  1  -31 :  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CEN¬ 
TER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over 
60. 12:30  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  Reservations,  648-1030. 

May  1-31:  The  Noe  Valley  Library's 
BOOKMOBILE  will  be  open  for  business 
on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  from 
10:30  am  to  1  pm.  665  Elizabeth  St.,  in 
front  of  St.  Philip’s  School.  557-4343. 

May  1  -31 :  Chris  Sequeira  leads  classes 
in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tues.,  6  pm,  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.; 
Wed.  and  Fri„  10:15  am;  caH  415-773- 
8185  or  650-756-6857  for  location. 

May  2:  The  San  Francisco  Zoo  wel¬ 
comes  two  Australian  BLACK  SWANS, 
donated  by  Black  Swan  Vineyards.  Recep¬ 
tion  1  pm.  One  Zoo  Road.  753-7080. 

May  2:  A  MEMOIR  READING  at  the  Main 
Library  features  Noe  Valley  author  Judy 
Vaughn,  Adair  Lara,  and  Alan  Kaufman.  6- 
7:30  pm.  Latino/Hispanic  Room,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  2:  The  Know  thyself  as  Soul  Foun¬ 
dation  sponsors  a  free  Surat  Shabd  Yoga 
CLASS.-7-pm.  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland  Ave.  355-2810. 

May  2:  The  Golden  Gate  MEN'S  CHO¬ 
RUS  premieres  Memento  Mori:  An  AIDS 
Requiem.  8  pm.  Mission  Dolores  Basil¬ 
ica,  3321 16th  St.  621-8203. 

May  2,  9, 16,  23  &  30:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  offers  weekly  MEDITA¬ 
TION  CLASSES.  Tuesdays,  7-8:30  pm. 
3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

May  2,  9,  23  &  30:  Librarians  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  offer  LAPSITS,  for 
newborns  through  age  3,  at  1 0:1 5  am; 
and  Preschool  STORY  TIME,  for  kids  3  to 
5,  at  11  am.  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church,  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 


May  4:  POETS  FOR  PEACE— Bei  Dao, 
Dan  Poweli,  and  Susan  Kelly  DeWitt — 
read  and  discuss  their  work.  6-7:30  pm. 
Main  Library,  Latino/Hispanic  Community 
Meeting  Room,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  4-June  15:  ARTISTS  at  Creativity 
Explored  exhibit  “Sacred  Places,"  inter¬ 
preted  in  painting,  drawing,  sculpture, 
and  handcrafted  shrines.  Reception  May 
4, 7-9  pm;  Mon.-Fri.,  10  am-3  pm;  Sat., 
1-6  pm.  3245  16th  St.  863-2108. 

May  5:  Mission  Cultural  Center  cele¬ 
brates  CINCO  DE  MAYO  with  flamenco, 
Ballet  Folklorico,  and  hip-hop  dance. 
7-9  pm.  2868  Mission  St.  821-1155. 

May  5-7:  An  international  cast  of  23  will 
perform  Viva  Concha!  Rose  of  the  Pre¬ 
sidio.  a  musical  by  Noe  Valley  songwriter 
CANDY  FOREST.  Victoria  Theatre,  2961 
16th  St.  648-8471;  victoriatheatre.org. 


Starting  May  2,  you  can  visit  a  pair  of 
Australian  black  swans  in  their  brand- 
new  habitat  at  the  San  Francisco  Zoo. 

May  5-17:  HOSPICE  by  the  Bay  offers 
volunteer  training.  For  info,  call  626-5900. 

May  6:  The  39th  annual  SPRING  PLANT 
SALE  at  Strybing  Arboretum  features 
specimens  suitable  for  the  Bay  Area's  cli¬ 
mate.  10  am-2  pm.  County  Fair  Building, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Ave.  at  Lincoln 
Way.  661-1316. 

May  6:  St.  Mary's  Medical  Center  offers 
a  free  SKIN  CANCER  screening.  10  am-4 
pm.  450  Stanyan  St.  750-4892. 


May  6:  The  Miraloma  Elementary  School 
SPRING  FESTIVAL  features  a  raffle  to  win 
a  Hawaiian  vacation  ^pd  restaurant  gift 
certificates,  an  auction,  games  and  prizes 
for  kids,  food  stands,  a  bake  sale,  and  live 
music  by  The  Jakes  and  Playdate.  11  am- 
3  pm,  175  Omar  Way,  469-4734. 

May  6:  A  CINCO  DE  MAYO  open  house 
at  the  Mission  Branch  Library  shows  off 
Opera  Piccola,  La  Familia  Penna-Govea, 
and  Ballet  Folklorico  Infantil.  Noon-4  pm. 
300  Bartlett  St.  355-2800. 

May  6:  "American  JUK03OX”  features 
bluegrass  from  both  Chuck's  Country 
Roundup  and  the  Nightbirds,  modern 
campfire  songs  from  Kemo  Sabe,  country 
music  from  the  Ca$h  Magnets,  rockabilly 
from  Sons  of  Emperor  Norton,  old-time 
country  from  Toshio,  and  alt-country 
tunes  from  the  Robber  Barons.  8  pm.  The 
Knockout,  3223  Mission  St.  550-6994. 

May  6  &  7:  Noe  Valley  artists  Agathe 
Bennich,  Marc  Ellen  Hamel,  Irene  Hen¬ 
drick,  Bohdanna  Kesala,  Debra  King, 
Dennis  King,  Derek  Nunn,  Linda  Saytes, 
and  Karen  Wenger  will  be  participating  in 
the  15th  annual  Spring  OPEN  STUDIO 
and  sale  at  Hunters  Point  Shipyard.  10 
am-6  pm.  387-5936;  www.springopen- 
studio.com. 

May  6  &  7:  Choreographer  Kim  Epi- 
fano’s. Epiphany  Productions  presents 
Lotta’s  Opera,  a  one-block,  40-minute 
journey  starting  in  1875  at  LOTTA'S 
FOUNTAIN  and- ending  in  191  Oat  One 
Post  Plaza,  with  stories  on  commemora¬ 
tive  plaques  and  remodeled  buildings  told 
through  dance,  theater,  and  song.  1 1 :30 
am  and  1 :30  pm.  Start  at  corner  of  Mar¬ 
ket,  Geary,  and  Kearny  streets.  762-0721 . 

May  6  &  7, 12  &  13:  The  Marsh 
YOUTH  THEATER  performs  Doha  Quixote, 
based  on  the  Miguel  de  Cervantes  novel. 
May  6, 5  pm;  May  7  &  13, 2  pm;  and  May 
12, 7:30  pm.  1074  Valencia  St.  838-3006. 


May  7:  The  LOLLIPOP  5K  RUN  for  girls 
in  the  third  through  eighth  grades,  is  part 
of  afterschool  program  Girls  on  the  Run. 
9:30  am.  Golden  Gate  Park,  Peacock 
Meadow.  See  www.gotrsf.org. 

May  7:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  introduces 
pups  who  need  homes.  Noon-4  pm.  In 
front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th  St. 
642-4786. 

MAY  7:  Writers  are  each  given  one 
minute  to  pitch  a  book  idea  to  a  panel  of 
agents,  authors,  and  editors  in  “Putting 
Your  Passion  Into  Print  PITCHA- 
PALOOZA.”  1-3  pm.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  7:  “A  Spring  Fling”  honors  friends 
of  30th  Street  SENIOR  SERVICES  with  a 
barbecue  and  live  music  by  Cascada  de 
Flores.  1-4  pm.  225  30th  St.  550-2210. 

May  7:  Dance  San  Francisco  offers  four- 
session  SALSA  CLASSES  for  beginners. 
4-5:30  pm.  Shotwell  Studios,  3252A  19th 
St.  668-9936. 

May  8:  The  fifth  PROGRESSIVE  Reading 
Series,  to  benefit  progressive  Congres¬ 
sional  candidates,  features  Steve  Almond, 
Aimee  Bender,  Peter  Rock,  Hal 
Niedzviecki,  and  Pam  Houston,  with  host 
Stephen  Elliott.  7  pm.  Makeout  Room, 
3225  22nd  St.  647-2888. 

May  9:  New  College  of  California’s  law 
school  gives  a  workshop  on  how  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  case  in  SMALL  CLAIMS  COURT.  6 
pm.  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

May  10, 11  &  31;  June  1,3,  4,7  & 

10:  Marsh  founder  STEPHANIE  WEIS- 
MAN's  “Aphrodesia”  will  be  performed  by 
Deborah  Gwinn,  Damara  Vita  Ganley,  and 
the  Voci  Women's  Vocal  Ensemble.  7:30 
pm;  Sun.,  4  pm.  The  Marsh  Berkeley, 
2120  Allston  Way.  800-838-3006. 

May  11:  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  offers  an 
orientation  for  VOLUNTEERS.  3-5  pm. 
3555  Cesar  Chavez  St.  641-6538. 


May  11:  The  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
COMMUNITY  MEETING  discusses  hous¬ 
ing  in  Noe  Valley,  “Planning,  Preserva¬ 
tion,  and  Development.”  7:30  pm.  St. 
Philip's  Hall,  Diamond  between  24th  and 
Elizabeth,  rambooks@pacbell.net. 

May  13:  The  31st  annual  Fair  Oaks 
Neighbors  STREET  FAIR  and  Flea  Market 
offers  five  blocks  of  treasures  and  fun.  9 
am-4  pm.  Fair  Oaks  between  21st  and 
26th  streets.  Rain  date  is  May  20. 

May  13:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  hosts  a 
Mural  Competition  PAINT-OFF  to  cele¬ 
brate  Mural  Awareness  Month.  1-5  pm. 
Precita  Park,  Precita  at  Folsom.  285-2287. 

May  13:  PHOTOGRAPHER  German  Her¬ 
rera  gives  a  slide  show  and  discusses  his 
work  at  the  Harvey  Milk  Photography 
Center.  2-4  pm.  50  Scott  St.  554-9522. 

May  13:  The  Bay  Area  Homebirth  Col¬ 
lective  hosts  “Meet  the  MIDWIVES"  at 
Natural  Resources,  on  the  second  Satur¬ 
day  of  every  month.  4-6  pm.  816  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  550-2611. 

May  13:  The  San  Francisco  ART  INSTI¬ 
TUTE’S  135th  anniversary  gala  honors 
artist  alumni,  including  Noe  Valley’s  Larry 
Sultan,  with  dinner  and  dancing,  to  bene¬ 
fit  scholarships  and  financial  aid.  6  pm. 
800  Chestnut  St.  749-4595. 

May  13:  JOHN  SANTOS  performs  a  lec¬ 
ture/demonstration/concert,  “Rhythmic 
Stories,”  a  mini-history  of  Afro-Latin- 
America  told  with  percussion  instru¬ 
ments.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  454-5238. 

May  13  &  14:  St.  Philip’s  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Conference  sponsors  a  SPRING 
CLOTHING  DRIVE.  Drop  off  new  or  gen¬ 
tly-worn,  clean  garments  and  shoes.  Sat., 
9  am  to  5  pm;  and  Sun.,  8  am  to  noon. 
725  Diamond  St.  282-0141. 
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•  CALENDAR 


May  14:  Sally  Goldin  discusses  the 
preservation  of  memories  in  written  and 
oral  histories  at  the  monthly  PFLAG  meet¬ 
ing.  2-4  pm.  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church, 
152  Church  St.  921-8850. 

May  15:  Cynthia  Travis,  founder  and 
director  of  EVERYDAY  GANDHIS,  dis¬ 
cusses  her  work  in  conflict  resolution  at 
the  ODD  MONDAYS  series  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry.  No-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley 
Pizza,  5:30  pm;  program,  7  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  jtsender@webtv.net. 

May  16:  A  speaker  from  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national  discusses  the  current  state  of 
human  rights,  at  the  GRAY  PANTHERS' 
meeting.  1  pm.  Unitarian  Universalist 
Center,  1187  Franklin  St.  552-8800. 

May  16:  Men's  vocal  ensemble  CHANTI¬ 
CLEER  performs  at  a  gala  cocktail  recep¬ 
tion  and  dinner,  to  support  the  Artistic 
Initiatives  Fund.  6-10  pm.  John  Pence 
Gallery,  750  Post  St.  252-8589,  ext.  309. 

May  16:  Ingleside  Police  Station  holds 
its  regular  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing.  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1  Sgt.  John 
Young  Lane.  404-4000. 

May  17:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orienta¬ 
tion,  9  to  1 1 :30  am;  and  a  caregiver  sup¬ 
port  workshop  at  12:30  pm.  Children's 
Council,  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

May  17:  Streetside  screens  At  the 
Crossroads:  Digital  Stories  by  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Seventh-Graders,  short  MOVIES 
written  and  produced  by  middle  school 
students.  6  pm.  Roxie  Film  Center,  31 1 7 
16th  St.  864-5221: 

May  1 7:  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  hosts  a  PANEL  DISCUSSION  on  Roe 
vs.  Wade,  featuring  representatives  from 
Planned  Parenthood  and  the  Respect  Life 
Program  of  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  7  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  648-4010. 


May  17:  LUIS  RODRIGUEZ  discusses 
his  work,  including  his  memoir  Always 
Running,  La  Vida  Loca:  Gang  Days  in  L.A. 
7:30  pm.  Bird  &  Beckett,  2788  Diamond 
St.  586-3733. 


Marc  Ellen  Hamel  will  be  among  the 
160  artists  at  the  Spring  Open  Studios 
held  May  6  and  7  at  Hunters  Point 
Shipyard. 

May  18:  BIKE  TO  WORK  DAY,  sponsored 
by  the  S.F.  Bicycle  Coalition,  features 
Energizer  Stations  throughout  the  city.  A 
Bike  Away  from  Work  PARTY  happens  6 
to  9  pm  at  the  111  Minna  Gallery.  431  - 
BIKE;  www.sfbike.org/btwd. 

May  18:  Kathy  Loewenstein  brings  new 
designs  to  a  JEWELRY  TRUNK  SHOW  at 
Peekabootique.  7-9  pm.  1306  Castro  St. 
641-6192. 

May  18:  KIM  ADDONIZIO  introduces  her 
new  novel,  Little  Beauties,  and  Jaime 
Robles  and  John  Cleary  from  Ecstatic 
Monkey  Literary  Promotions  read  from 
their  work.  7:30  pm.  Modern  Times  Book¬ 
store,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

May  18-28:  Goat  Hall  Productions  pre¬ 
sents  "Fresh  Voices  VI,”  new  “Opera 
Adventures,”  and  the  Now  Festival  of 
original  MUSIC.  Thick  House,  1695  18th 
St.  401-8081;  www.goathall.org. 

May  19:  “Showtime”  screens  the  work  of 
San  Francisco  State  University’s  CINEMA 
Department.  7  pm.  McKenna  Theater, 
1600  Holloway  Ave.  338-2467.  ' 


May  19:  The  San  Francisco  GUITAR 
SUMMIT  features  Noe  Valley  guitarist 
Teja  Gerken,  the  San  Francisco  Guitar 
Quartet,  and  the  Adam  Levy  and  Will 
Bernard  Duo.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

May  19-21:  The  1890  Bryant  Group  of 
30  artists  hosts  its  first  OPEN  STUDIOS 
exhibit  and  sale.  Preview  gala  Fri.,  7-9 
pm;  Sat.  and  Sun.,  11  am-6  pm.  1890 
Bryant  St.  824-5756;  www. 1890bryant.com. 

May  1 9-21 :  The  School  of  the  Arts 
DANCE  CONCERT  features  diverse  works 
performed  and  choreographed  [)y  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers.  Fri.  and  Sat.,  8  pm; 
Sun.,  2  pm.  555  Portola  Drive.  345-7575. 

May  20:  Noe  Valley  merchants  hold  a 
SIDEWALK  SALE,  with  bargains  all  along 
24th  Street.  10  am-4  pm.  648-3954. 

May  20:  The  annual  Elizabeth  Street 
GARAGE  SALE  includes  goodies  for  sale 
along  the  400, 500,  and  600  blocks,  from 
Sanchez  to  Diamond.  10  am-2  pm. 

May  20:  BUG  DAY  at  the  Randall 
Museum  features  insects  up  close  and  a 
screening  of  In  the  Company  of  Wild  But¬ 
terflies.  10  am-2  pm;  film  begins  at  2  pm. 
199  Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

May  20:  FIESTA-VAL  at  Fairmount 
School  includes  a  silent  auction,  free  arts 
and  crafts  activities  for  children,  and  per¬ 
formances  by  student  guitarists,  the  Fair- 
mount  Choir,  and  the  school's  Ballet 
Folklorico  dance  troupe.  Noon-dusk.  65 
Chenery  St.  695-5669. 

May  20:  “Call  of  the  Wild  Child:  A 
Super-Silly  Soul-Searching  Safari,”  an 
original  play,  stars  the  kids  of  Children's 
After  School  Arts  in  a  FUNDRAISER  for 
CASA.  7  pm,  PMUSF  Presentation  The¬ 
ater,  2350  Turk  Blvd.  643-CASA. 


May  20:  The  San  Francisco  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Theater  Association  hosts  an  out¬ 
door  screening  of  the  dog-show  FILM 
Best  in  Show.  8  pm.  Dolores  Park. 
www.sfntt.org 

May  24:  ENVIRONMENTAL  DEFENSE 
Attorney  Michael  J.  Bean  discusses  cur¬ 
rent  political  challenges  that  will  have  an 
impact  on  the  California  condor,  grizzly 
bear,  and  West  Coast  salmon;  sponsored 
by  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences.  8 
pm.  Jewish  Community  Center,  3200  Cal¬ 
ifornia  St.  321-8000. 

May  25:  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  offers  an  AGAPE  MEAL  at  noon, 
after  the  1 1  am  service  of  celebration. 
1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

May  21:  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC 
ends  the  season  with  an  auction  and  per¬ 
formances  by  Maestro  Donald  Runnicles 
and  S.F.  Opera  instrumentalists  Kay  Stern 
and  Thalia  Moore.  4pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 

May  25:  James  Lick  students  will  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  POETRY  AND  ART  Festival  of 
the  Youth  of  San  Francisco.  5-7  pm.  Main 
Library,  100  Larkin  St.  557-4400. 

May  25:  The  new  owners  of  Peekaboo¬ 
tique  hold  a  “PARENTS  Night  Out”  party. 
Kids  welcome.  7-9  pm.  1306  Castro  St. 
641-6192. 

May  25:  UPPER  NOE  Neighbors  meets 
at  7:30  pm  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Day  and  Sanchez  streets.  285-0473. 

May  27:  R&B  and  gospel  singer 
VERNON  BUSH,  of  Free  Measure 
Records,  launches  his  debut  album  Go 
for  the  Ride  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

May  27  &  28:  CARNAVAL  SF  2006  fea¬ 
tures  a  festival  on  Harrison  Street  between 
16th  and  23rd,  from  10  am  to  6  pm.  Look 
for  the  James  Lick  float  at  the  Grand 
Parade  on  Sunday,  which  starts  at  9:30 


am  on  the  corner  of  24th  and  Bryant 
Street,  and  proceeds  along  Mission  Street 
to  the  festival  area  at  1 7th  and  Harrison. 
920-0125;  www.carnavatsf.mm. 

May  28:  DUB  MISSION  celebrates 
Memorial  Day  with  a  musical  confronta¬ 
tion,  Warsaw  Poland  Brothers  vs.  Keyser 
Soze.  9  pm-2  am.  Elbo  Room,  647  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  552-7788. 

May  29:  A  MEMORIAL  DAY  ceremony  at 
the  Presidio  begins  with  a  parade  at  the 
Main  Post  at  10:30  am,  and  includes 
tours,  music,  and  displays  of  historic 
vehicles.  561-5500;  www.presidio.gov. 

May  30:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Police  Station  starts 
at  6  p.m.  630  Valencia  St.  558-5400. 

May  30:  Glenn  D.  Kochi  gives  a  post¬ 
card  and  photograph  tour  of  the  “Joy 
Zone”  at  the  Panama  Pacific  International 
Exhibition,  sponsored  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  HISTORY  ASSOCIATION.  7  pm. 
Mission  Dolores  School  Auditorium,  16th 
and  Church.  750-9986. 

May  31:  NATURE  IN  THE  CITY  talks 
continue  with  “Can  San  Francisco-Feed 
Itself?”,  hosted  by  the  City  Lights  Foun¬ 
dation  and  Counterpulse.  8  pm.  1310 
Mission  St.  626-2060. 


JUNE  BUG 

The  June  2006  issue  of  the  Voice 
will  blossom  on  or  before  June  2, 
2006.  The  deadline  for  calendar 
items  is  May  15.  Please  note  that 
because  of  space  limitations,  Noe 
Valley  events  take  priority.  Our 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  you  may  send  an  e-mail 
to  Calendar  Editor  Karol  Barske  at 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 
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20%  discount  from  5:30  -  6:45 
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bring  original  ad  / 
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Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


Bird  &  jA 
Beckett^A 
Books 

&  Records 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-57 5 3  •  www.bird-bcckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  941  51  -  in  Glen  Park 


YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE... 


paragraph 


654  CHENERY  STREET 


(2  blocks  txbi a  <JI»n  Park  BART,  Disjsortd  &  Ca«  tro) 

415.239.7800 

Hours:  Tues-Fri  ll:30p»-7pm  Sat-Sun  12pm-Spia 

www . paragraphsf . com 

i  mm 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


TnesJay  Might  is  family  Night? 

CP  Kids 

6&3  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  Parfc  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.chenerypark.com 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761  ° 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


Electric 

(41 5)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 
Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I've  always 
wanted...' 
without  the  fear." 

V _ ) 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

v _ ) 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 


Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


We  always  have 
workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home- 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Cali  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  - 1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $1 2-$15/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


Our  Crafty  Creators 

Can  design  and  produce  your  newspaper  advertising. 

Call  239-1114 
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Noe  Valley  Faces 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Seventy-two-year-old  Ben  Dominguez  is  a  self-taught  oil  painter  who  likes  to  depict 
San  Francisco  scenes  “the  way  they  should  be,  not  necessarily  the  way  they  are.”  His 
works  are  filled  with  emotion  and  color,  and  are  often  described  as  expressionistic. 
Although  he  began  drawing  when  he  was  in  a  highchair,  Dominguez  took  his  art  more 
seriously  when  “some  paintings  hanging  in  a  coffeehouse  set  me  off,”  back  in  the  1 980s. 
At  the  time,  he  was  bored  with  his  job  at  PG&E  and  with  staying  out  late,  drinking  at 
local  bars.  He  thought,  my  landscapes  are  stronger  and  more  vibrant  than  what’s  on  the 
wall  here.  Why  not  do  more  painting?  Since  then,  he’s  won  many  awards  at  local  county 


fairs  and  shown  his  work  in  dozens  of  exhibitions,  some  at  taverns  in  Noe  Valley. 

Born  and  bred  in  the  neighborhood,  Dominguez  still  lives  in  the  house  on  Clipper 
Street  that  his  mother  bought  in  1 955.  He  attended  old  Polytechnic  High  School, 
where  San  Francisco’s  School  of  the  Arts  now  is  located.  He  did  a  stint  in  the  Air 
Force,  serving  2'h  years  in  Japan  during  the  Korean  War,  before  returning  to  study  at 
City  College.  He  then  began  a  30-year  career  as  a  driver  at  PG&E.  Dominguez  calls  the 
paintings  that  currently  cram  his  house  “a  labor  of  love.”  Many  show  a  devotion  to 
homes  and  hills  in  Noe  Valley.  You  can  see  samples  at  the  online  galleryArtworksf.com. 


joe@JaffaOrangePhoto.com 
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by  Bill  Griffith 
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Hibrat  Hailu.  O.D.S. 

General  Dentistry.  Invisalip, 
Children  Dental  Services.  Implants. 
Root  Canals.  Periodontal  Therapy. 
ZOOM  in-house  User  Whitening, 
s  Metal  Free  Dentistry 


$200  Off 

in-house 

ZOOM  Laser  Whitening 

February  through  April! 


Marina 


Fai  r 


y. 


Cosmetic  and  General  Dentistry 
for  all  ages 

2001  Union  Street,  Suite  397  . 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
tel  (415)  409-DENT  (3368)  V 


Help  us  fight  amyotrophic 
lateral  sclerosis,  better  known 
as  Lou  Gehrig's  disease. 


Muscular  Dystrophy  Association 

1-800-572-1717*  www.mdausa.org 
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Tea  Room  &  Antiques 


Happy  Mother’s  Day 

to  our  mothers  Alice  and  Judie 
and  to  all  the  wonderful 
beings  who  mother. 


F - 


Fine  Chinese  Dim  Sum  &  Dinner 


1351  Church  Street  at  Clipper 
415-648-5895 


Sun.  -  Wed.  11  a.m.  to  11  p.m. 

Thurs.  -  Sat.  11  a.m.  to  Midnight 

3170  16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
Tel:  (415)  863-8100  •  Fax:(415)863-1189 


Reservations  Recommended  *  Catering  Available 
Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  •  Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 

_  J 


www.biglantern.com 


FREE  DELIVERY 

DINNER  TO  GO  10%  OFF 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

AGAIN! 


Sports  Movies 
for  Rain  or  Shine 

.  By  David  O' Grady 

Now  that  spring  has  sprung  some¬ 
thing  other  than  a  leak,  the  sun¬ 
shine  beckons  us  outdoors.  For 
many  a  weekend  warrior,  this  means  a 
pickup  game  of  hoops  at  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center,  a  tennis  match  at  Noe  Courts,  or 
a  soccer  match  at  Dolores  Park.  Or  maybe 
you've  scored  tickets  to  watch  the  Giants 
at  Telephone  Company  Park. 

But  if  a  lingering  cloud  delays  your 
outdoor  plans,  consider  renting  a  sports 
movie  from  a  Noe  Valley  video  store.  The 
following  picks  cover  the  wide  world  of 
sports  in  all  their  drama,  corruption,  com¬ 
petition,  and  celebration. 

Baseball’s  First  Big  Scandal 

Director  John  Sayles  reminds  us  in  his 
film  Eight  Men  Out  (1988)  that  the  great 
game  of  baseball  has  been  rocked  by 
scandal  before — and  survived.  The 
movie  tells  the  story  of  the  1919  World 
Series,  when  eight  players  on  the  Chicago 
“Black”  Sox  threw  the  series  to  collect 
payoffs  from  well-heeled  gamblers.  Sayles 
makes  the  most  of  his  strong  ensemble 
cast,  including  David  Strathaim  (most  re¬ 
cently  Edward  R.  Murrow  in  Good  Night 
and  Good  Luck)  as  a  pitcher  facing  the 
end  of  his  career,  and  John  Cusack  in  a 
breakout  performance  as  third-baseman 
George  “Buck”  Weaver,  who  knows 
about  the  conspiracy  but  plays  to  win. 

The  real  villain  in  this  carefully  ob¬ 
served  period  piece  is  the  tight-fisted 
White  Sox  owner  Charles  Comiskey,  who 
stiffs  the  players  out  of  their  post-season 


bonus  early  in  the  film.  Caught  between 
the  greed  of  an  owner  and  the  bookies 
who  make  a  killing  off  their  games,  the 
players  have  little  choice  but  to  get  a  piece 
for  themselves. 

As  he  did  in  his  coal-mining  master¬ 
piece  Matewan ,  Sayles  in  Eight  Men  Out 
again  shows  the  consequences  of  too 
much  power  in  too  few  hands. 

Rugby’s  Version  of  Mad  Max 

Murderball  (2005)  lost  the  Best  Doc¬ 
umentary  Oscar  this  year  to  that  penguin  ’ 
movie,  but  the  film’s  stars,  the  athletes 
competing  on  the  U.S.  wheelchair  rugby 
team  at  the  2004  Paralympics,  probably 
aren’t  bent  out  of  shape  about  it.  Like  the 
nickname  for  wheelchair  rugby  suggests, 

‘  “murderball”  is  a  rough  sport,  where  con¬ 
testants  bash  one  another  in  armor-plated 
wheelchairs  resembling  vehicles  from 
Mad  Max  as  they  scuffle  to  get  the  ball 
across  the  end  line  of  a  basketball  court. 

The  brutal  physicality  on  display  in 
Murderball  is  matched  by  the  in¬ 
domitable  personalities  of  its  players, 
who  reveal  their  stories  of  paralysis  as 
they  prepare  to  face  archrival  Canada  in 
a  quest  for  the  gold.  The  gift  of  the  doc¬ 
umentary  dwells  in  its  restraint.  It  refuses 
to  turn  the  players’  misfortunes  into  ex¬ 
cuses,  or  their  successes  into  movie-of- 
the-week  cliches.  These  guys  are  angry, 
hard-working,  foul-mouthed,  horny, 
funny,  fragile,  competitive,  and,  above 
all,  compelling  to  watch. 

Indiana,  Part  I 

For  a  healthy  dose  of  redemption  in 
sports,  look  no  further  than  Hoosiers 
(1986),  the  story  of  a  middling  high 
school  basketball  team  in  small-town  In¬ 
diana  in  the  1950s.  When  a  new  coach, 
played  with  understated  resolve  by  Gene 
Hackman,  comes  to  town,  he  has  to  con¬ 
front  the  second-guessing  town  patri¬ 
archs,  undisciplined  players,  and  a  disil¬ 
lusioned  star  reluctant  to  re-join  the  team. 
The  coach’s  unorthodox  methods,  un¬ 
popular  at  first,  soon  rehabilitate  the  play¬ 
ers,  the  town,  and  even  the  town  drunk 
(Dennis  Hopper).  But  can  the  coach  save 


himself  from  his  overly  competitive  drive 
and  still  take  the  team  all  the  way  to  the 
finals? 

Its  outcome  predictable,  Hoosiers  still 
delivers  on  the  strength  of  its  perform¬ 
ances.  Barbara  Hershey,  playing  one  of 
the  school’s  teachers,  reminds  viewers  of 
the  cruel  limitations  of  small-town  life 
and  the  tension  between  loving  your 
home  and  wanting  to  leave  it.  A  rich  and 
rewarding  movie,  Hoosiers  sounds  a 
hopeful  note  for  second  chances  in  life, 
both  on  and  off  the  court. 

Indiana,  Part  II 

Ask  cyclists  about  their  favorite  cy¬ 
cling  movie,  and  without  fail  they  will 
name  Breaking  Away  (1979).  Set  in 
Bloomington,  Ind.,  the  story  follows  the 
destinies  of  four  young  men  known  as 
“cutters” — the  sons  of  men  who  worked 
in  the  town’s  rock  quarries — in  their  first 
year  after  high  school.  One  of  the  town¬ 
ies,  Dave  Stoller,  is  a  cyclist  who  wor¬ 
ships  the  Cinzano  cycling  team  so  much 
that  he  listens  to  Italian  opera,  speaks  Ital¬ 
ian  phrases  to  his  parents  and  friends,  and 
even  poses  as  an  Italian  to  woo  a  local 
university  student. 

Dave  gets  his  chance  to  race  against  the 
Cinzano  team,  but  the  competition  ends 
in  disaster  when  the  Italians  knock  Dave 
off  his  bike,  sending  his  life’s  passion  into 
a  spin.  With  the  help  of  his  friends, 
though,  Dave  takes  up  His  bike  again,  de¬ 
termined  to  win  the  Little  500  bike  race 
and  to  figure  out  his  future. 

Director  Peter  Yates  captures  the  feel¬ 
ing  Richard  Linklater  would  later  mine  in 
Dazed  and  Confused,  that  outwardly  la¬ 
conic  period  when  the  tribe  of  youth  con¬ 
fronts  the  uncertainty  of  adulthood. 
Breaking  Away  feels  equally  authentic  in 
its  portrayal  of  Dave’s  home  life,  which 
is  full  of  love  but  sometimes  lacking  in 
understanding. 


Yet  the  movie  is  best  remembered  for 
one  of  the  most  exhilarating  training 
scenes  ever  filmed:  Dave  streaking  down 
the  highway  on  his  razor-thin  tires,  draft¬ 
ing  off  a  Cinzano  truck  going  60  miles  per 
hour,  as  Mendelssohn’s  “Italian”  Sym¬ 
phony  keeps  the  pace. 

Sikhs  and  Soccer  in  West  London 

With  the  2006  World  Cup  starting  next 
month  in  Germany,  it’s  a  great  time  to 
watch  the  soccer  movie  Bend  It  Like 
Beckham  (2002).  The  title  refers  to  soc¬ 
cer  star  David  Beckham’s  ability  to  curl 
a  soccer  ball  in  flight,  but  the  story  is 
about  a  young  woman  named  Jesminder, 
who  will  have  to  bend  the  rules  of  her 
Sikh  household  in  West  London  if  she’s 
going  to  play  soccer  for  a  local  team. 

It  won’t  be  easy  for  Jess,  well  acted  by 
Parminder  Nagra  (Dr.  Neela  Rasgotra  on 
TV’s  E.R.).  Her  parents  want  her  to  be¬ 
come  a  traditional  Sikh  woman — meet  a 
boy,  learn  to  cook  aloo  gobi,  start  a  fam¬ 
ily — and  put  away  childish  things  like 
soccer.  With  the  help  of  her  friend  Jules 
(played  by  Keira  Knightley)  and  her 
coach,  Joe,  she  sneaks  around  her  parents 
to  follow  her  dream.  But  the  complicated 
wedding  of  Jess’  older  sister  puts  soccer 
and  family  on  a  collision  course,  forcing 
Jess  to  confront  her  deception — and  po¬ 
tentially  choose  between  her  family  and 
her  dream  of  playing  professionally. 

Mother-daughter  dust-ups,  love  trian¬ 
gles,  a  lavish  Sikh  wedding,  pulsing  mod¬ 
ern  Indian  dance  music — and  a  little  soc¬ 
cer — create  an  infectious,  lighthearted 
mix  that  will  sustain  you  through  the  silly 
and  overlong  ending.  Ideal  for  early  teens, 
Bend  It  Like  Beckham  will  send  all  ages 
back  out  into  the  sunshine  with  a  smile.  ■ 

David  O’ Grady  is  a  film  enthusiast  who 
lives  on  Noe  Street.  Send  comments  to 
davidogrady@noevalleyvoice.com. 


Hie  city  is  our  gym! 


“EDITOR’S  CHOICE"  Out  &  About  1998-2003 


THE  CASTRO  & 

NOE  VALLEY’S 

PREMIER  HOTEL/B&B 


Convenient  Location 

Beautiful  Public  Rooms, 
Gardens  &  Steam  Spa 

Complete  Business 
Traveler  Amenities 


520  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 


Is  Mom  the  cook  in  your  home? 


We’re  filled  to  the  brim  with  fun  gifts  for  Mom. 

What  have  Moms  been  asking  for?  Santoku  knives,  Emile  Henry 
ceramic  bakers,  KitchenAid  mixers  (Red  and  Pink  are  popular), 
All-Clad  pots  and  pans,  Villaware  waffle  irons,  platters  from  Bauer 
and  Pillivuyt,  NordicWare  Bundt  Pans  (The  Rose  is  a  favorite)  & 
Le  Creuset  Dutch  ovens  (especially  Red  and  the  all  new  Kiwi). 

Whether  you  know  what  you’re  looking  for,  or  need  help  finding 
something  Mom  will  love,  we’re  here  to  help.  Why  go  downtown? 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  7pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  i  309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

Boulevard  (415)  647-2665 


Come  work  out  in  the  fresh  morning  air 
and  enjoy  personal  attention  at  group  rates. 

Meet  us  at  the  stairs  on  Dolores  at  19th. 

Sessions  start  at  6  am  &  7  am  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 
Monthly  $125.00  Drop-in  $15.00 


Greg  Bianchi,  MSS 
Certified  Personal  Trainer 

(415) 218-7045 
bianchifit@gmail.com  * 


garden  design 

.  by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 
- . - 

I  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 


•  Balance  and  unity  <  i 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion  j 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


(fully  documented  design  also  available) 


/>  415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 

www.glorydesign.com 
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MBE 


Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC* 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


and  Stay  in  Shape 
with  Wild  Bill 


"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  - 10:10  am 

Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 

Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam,  and  freshly  baked  bread  $75 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  of  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 
Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 


(finger  %ards 


28  years  of  Heal ‘Estate  Experience 
Serving  San  francisco 
•Buyers  and  Seilers 
415-297^492 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 


AWARD  WINNING  PIZZA! 


%%Ay, 


Pizza 

« 

Restaurant 

Fine  Italian  Cuisine 

34th  Anniversary  -  A  Family  Tradition  Since  1972 


Dine  in,  use  our  Free  Delivery  or 
Call  ahead  to  pick  up! 


415-647-1929 

ORDER  ONLINE  NOW!  zvivw.haystackpizza.com 
Open  Sunday  -  Thursday  -  11:30  a.m.  -  11:00  p.m. 

Friday  &  Saturday  -  11:30  a.m.  until  Midnight 

3881  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month,  we  introduce 
two  restaurants  offering  strikingly  differ¬ 
ent  cuisines.  Kookez  Cafe  specializes  in 
homey  American  food,  while  La  Ciccia 
brings  authentic  Sardinian  flavor  to  the 
neighborhood. 

Kookez  Cafe 

4123  24th  Street  between  Castro  and 
Diamond  streets 
Phone:  415-641-7773 
Fax:  415-641-7775 
www.kookez.com 

Genuine  Americana  is  hard  to  find  in 
an  international  city  such  as  San  Fran¬ 
cisco — but  24th  Street’s  newest  restau¬ 
rant,  Kookez  Cafe,  aims  to  provide  a  truly 
American  experience.  The  menu  features 
specialties  from  all  over  the  United 
States,  a  West  Coast-only  wine  list,  and 
classic  chocolate  chip  cookies  made  by 
the  owner  herself. 

Diners  can  choose  from  an  ever-evolv¬ 
ing  dinner  menu  that  may  include  spicy 
ribs,  barbecued  shrimp,  pork  tenderloin, 
chicken  potpie,  and  herb-crusted  salmon. 
The  brunch  menu  features  eggs  benedict, 
homemade  granola,  and  a  “to  die  for”  cof¬ 
fee  cake.  Prices  for  main  courses  range 
from  $8.50  for  a  burger  and  garlic  fries  to 
$26.50  for  a  New  York  steak  platter,  but 
most  are  $  1 1  to  $  1 8.  A  vegetable  puff  pas¬ 
try  with  a  house  salad  is  $14.95. 

Kookez  (pronounced  “cookies”)  opened 
in  March  in  the  spot  vacated  by  Miss  Mil¬ 
lie’s,  on  24th  near  Castro.  The  cafe  has  “a 
warm,  cozy  feeling,”  says  owner  Lynn 
Presley,  who  lives  right  around  the  cor¬ 
ner  at  25th  and  Diamond  streets.  Presley’s 
son  Deano  Lovecchio  manages  the 
restaurant,  and  the  chief  chef,  Amir — 
who  goes  by  only  one  name — handles 
dinners  and  weekend  brunch  with  the 
help  of  sous  chef  Eileen  de  Loez. 

Meanwhile,  Presley  does  all  the  bak¬ 
ing,  including  about  five  desserts  each 
week,  such  as  Grandma  Lori’s  Chocolate 
Brownie  Cake  or  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
Pear  Baby  (a  lemon-poached  pear  souf¬ 
fle  served  with  vanilla  ice  cream).  Cus¬ 
tomers  won’t  always  know  in  advance 
what  desserts  are  being  served,  but  Pres¬ 
ley  is  flexible.  “If  regular  customers  have 
something  they’re  looking  forward  to  and 


Owner  Lynn  Presley,  Deano  Lovecchio 
(left),  and  Bob  Peak  (right)  are  all  part  of 
the  family  operation  dishing  up  American 
food  at  Kookez  Cafe  on  24th  Street. 


they’re  coming  in,  if  they  let  me  know  24 
hours  in  advance.  I’ll  make  it  for  them.” 
She’s  also  happy  to  sell  her  baked  goods 
whole,  for  dessert  fans  who  want  to  take 
a  pie  or  cake  (or  cookies)  home. 

Presley’s  baked  goods  inspired  the 
restaurant  in  the  first  place.  “I  just  love  to 
bake.  I  make  these  chocolate  chip  cook¬ 
ies,  and  I’ve  tweaked  the  recipe  over  the 
years,”  she  explains.  Friends  told  her  she 
should  turn  her  cookies  into  a  business, 
but  she  was  busy  working  as  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  Woodland  School  in  Portola  Val¬ 
ley,  near  Palo  Alto.  A  year  and  a  half  ago, 
she  left  that  position  and  began  consider¬ 
ing  a  new  career.  “At  first  I  thought  of 
opening  a  coffee  shop  to  sell  the  cookies,” 
she  says,  but  she  quickly  realized  that 
cookies  alone  would  not  pay  the  rent.  She 
began  to  hatch  the  idea  of  opening  a  full 
restaurant,  the  space  on  24th  Street  be¬ 
came  available,  and  Kookez  was  born. 

Kookez  Cafe  is  open  Wednesday 
through  Saturday  from  5:30  to  9:30  p.m., 
Sundays  from  5  to  9  p.m.,  and  for  week¬ 
end  brunch  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
from  9  a.m.  until  2  p.m. 

Sundays  are  Kookez  Kidz  nights,  of¬ 
fering  a  special  kids  menu  that  includes  a 
main  dish,  a  small  drink,  and  the  choice 
of  a  cookie  or  cupcake,  for  $7.95.  You  can 
view  all  the  menus  and  make  dinner 
reservations  online  at  www.kookez.com. 
Brunch  on  the  weekends  is  first-come, 
first-served. 

— Erin  O’Briant 


Massimiliano  Conti  and  Lorella  Degan  are 
eager  to  show  off  their  Sardinian-ltalian  fare 
at  La  Ciccia,  located  where  Church  Street 
meets  30th  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


La  Ciccia 

291  30th  Street  at  Church  Street 
Phone:  415-550-8114 
www.laciccia.com 

“We  are  the  first  Sardinian  restaurant 
west  of  Dallas,”  Massimiliano  Conti  says 
proudly,  as  he  stands  in  front  of  La  Cic¬ 
cia,  the  small,  40-seat  bistro  he  opened  on 
April  10  with  his  wife,  Lorella  Degan. 

What  is  Sardinian  cuisine?  It’s  many 
things,  says  Conti,  because  Sardinia,  a 
Mediterranean  island  located  120  miles 
west  of  the  Italian  peninsula,  was  colo¬ 
nized  by  a  dozen  different  cultures— 
from  the  ancient  Phoenicians  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  Arabs,  Moors,  Spanish,  and 
French — before  it  became  part  of  Italy  in 
1861.  Mince,  parsley,  basil,  and  rosemary 
are  its  trademark  spices.  So  is  saffron, 
which  grows  abundantly  just  minutes 
from  Cagaliari,  the  Sardinian  town  where 
Conti  grew  up.  Degan  hails  from  the 
Veneto  region  in  northeastern  Italy. 

“We  use  a  lot  of  produce  from  the  land 
and  a  lot  of  meats,  including  wild  game, 
such  as  wild  boar,  hare,  and  wild  rabbit. 
We  also  use  a  lot  of  lamb,  and  on  the  coasts, 
of  course,  there’s  seafood,”  Conti  says. 

“La  ciccia”  stands  for  “belly”  or  “pros¬ 
perity”  in  the  Sardinian  language,  and  the 
restaurant  is  the  culmination  of  a  long 
search  for  the  Conti  family.  The  couple 
live  in  North  Beach  and  had  tried  “for 
years  to  find  a  spot  for  our  restaurant.  But 
they  were  either  too  big  or  too  small,  or 
too  expensive,”  Degan  explains. 


When  they  discovered  the  storefront 
formerly  occupied  by  Verona  Restaurant 
and  Pizzeria  at  30th  and  Church  streets, 
they  jumped  at  the  chance  to  put  down 
roots  in  Noe  Valley. 

La  Ciccia’s  menu,  written  in  Italian  and 
Sardinian,  with  English  translations,  of¬ 
fers  five  appetisers,  four  first  courses 
(soups  and  pastas),  four  pizzas,  four  main 
courses,  and  four  desserts.  You  can  try  an 
antipasto  of  assorted  salami  and  Sardin¬ 
ian  crostini,  $8;  a  shrimp  and  garbanzo 
bean  soup,  $7;  and  baked  sea  bass  with 
potatoes,  olives,  and  bay  leaves,  for  $17. 
Other  savory  entrees  include  the  Sardin¬ 
ian  lamb  stew  with  saffron,  potatoes,  and 
peas;  and  the  Bistecchedda  de  Boi  cun 
Binu  Nieddu  (seared  beef  hanger  steak  in 
red  wine  sauce);  both  $17. 

Individual,  thin-crust  pizzas,  including 
a  pizza  of  the  day,  are  $10  to  $12.  The 
desserts,  such  as  the  Macedonia  di  Frutta 
al  Limoncello  (fruit  salad  with  lemon 
liqueur),  are  all  $6. 

Conti  is  executive  chef,  and  Degan 
runs  the  front  of  the  house.  The  pasta, 
breads,  and  pizza  dough  are  all  made  on 
the  premises,  and  fish  arrives  every  other 
day.  One  item  rotates  off  the  menu  every 
three  weeks,  so  there  is  almost  always 
something  new  to  try. 

But  the  true  specialty  at  La  Ciccia  is  its 
wine.  Conti’s  family  has  vineyards  in  Sar¬ 
dinia,  and  for  four  years  he  served  as  som¬ 
melier  at  the  prestigious  Acquerello  on 
Sacramento  Street.  For  his  own  restaurant 
he  has  tried  to  shape  the  70-bottle  wine 
list  to  present  a  variety  of  lesser-known 
labels,  many  from  his  private  cellar.  At  an 
open  house  in  April,  customers’  eyes 
were  twinkling  after  trying  the  red  Nura- 
gus  di  Cagliari  “ Selegas ”  Argiolas  and 
the  white  Vermentino  di  Sardegna 
“Costamolino”  Argiolas.  Both  wines  are 
$7  pef  glass,  or  $27  per  bottle. 

“Please,”  says  Degan,  “tell  people  to 
come  in,  even  if  it’s  just  to  have  a  glass 
of  wine.”  She  points  to  the  freshly  re¬ 
modeled  bar  area,  where  there  is  room  for 
four  or  five  people  to  sit  down  and  enjoy 
the  Wine  Flight  of  the  Week:  a  tasting 
menu  of  two,  three,  or  four  different 
wines  ($6,  $9,  or  $  1 2).  You  can  sip  all  you 
like:  The  J-Church  is  right  outside  the 
door  to  carry  you  home. 

La  Ciccia  is  open  seven  nights  a  week 
for  dinner  only,  from  5:30  to  10  p.m. 

— Doug  Konecky 


IN  OTHER 
NEW  BUSINESS 

/n  addition  to  restaurants 
sprouting  up  on  24th  and 
Church  streets  (for  extra 
tidbits,  see  Rumors,  page 
55),  there  have  been  several 
other  changes  in  the  village 
of  Noe  Valley  this  past 
month.  Voice  writer  Laura 
McHale  Holland  tells  us 
about  two — one  involving  a 
hair  and  skin  care  salon 
and  the  other  a  center  for 
“Reiki"  energy. 

We’re  Envious  of  NVS 
Nicole  Tomoda-Adams 
and  Carla  Martino  are  walk¬ 
ing  tall  these  days,  enjoying 
the  successful  transition 
from  employees  at  the  now 
defunct  Bamboo  Salon  to 
owners  of  NVS  Hair  and 
Skin.  (NVS,  an  aural  play 
on  the  word  “envious,” 
stands  for  Noe  Valley 
Salon.) 

NVS  opened  its  doors  in 
February  and  occupies  the 
same  810  Diamond  Street 


storefront  that  once  housed 
Bamboo,  but  it  is  a  com¬ 
pletely  new  entity.  “We 
have  a  different  look,  differ¬ 
ent  vibe,  different  name,” 
Tomoda-Adams  says.  The 
new  look  is  sleek  with  black 
tile  floors,  custom-made 
stations  with  slate  accents, 
and  detailed  metalwork. 

Tomoda-Adams  and 
Martino  worked  together  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half 
before  they  joined  forces. 
Tomoda-Adams  focuses  on 
hairstyling  and  Martino  on 
skin  care  and  Swedish 
massage. 

“It’s  very  exciting 
because  the  business  is  for 
you  and  your  family,  and 
the  stability  is  really  nice,” 
Tomoda-Adams  says. 
“You’re  going  to  have  this 
job  [hairstyling]  as  long  as 
you  want  it.” 

Martino  agrees.  “There’s 
nothing  more  satisfying 
than  going  home  and  know¬ 
ing  that  you  worked  hard 
and  you  did  it  for  yourself,” 
she  says. 


So  far,  business  has  been 
very  good.  “Many  of  our 
clients  will  get  a  facial  and 
massage  and  then  get  a  cut 
and  style,”  Tomoda-Adams 
notes.  “It’s  very  laid-back, 
and  when  clients  leave,  they 
feel  pretty  complete.” 

Martino  loves  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  their  clientele.  “Noe 
Valley  is  a  big  mommie 
neighborhood,  and  some¬ 
times  we  even  get  moms 
and  grandmothers  coming 
in  together  for  packages,” 
she  notes.  “Sometimes  it’s  a 
group  of  friends  or  a  wed¬ 
ding  party.” 

There  are  also  plenty  of 
professionals  seeking  up-to- 
the-minute  styles.  “I  used  to 
work  downtown,  and  leav¬ 
ing  there  is  one  of  the  best 
things  I’ve  ever  done,” 
Tomoda-Adams  reflects. 
“People  want  high-end  serv¬ 
ices,  but  they  don’t  want  to 
go  downtown  for  them  any¬ 
more.  They  want  to  stay  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  that 
way  everybody’s  nice  and 
relaxed.” 


The  duo  is  planning  a 
grand  opening  party  on  June 
3,  starting  at  3  p.m.  They’ll 
have  cocktails  and  hors 
d’oeuvres.  All  ages  are  wel¬ 
come.  Call  824-2070  for 
more  details. 

Reiki  Energy  Unfolds  in 
Purple  Iris 

For  today  only,  do  not 
anger,  do  not  worry,  be 
humble,  be  honest  in  your 
work,  and  be  compassionate 
to  yourself  and  others. 
Those  nuggets  of  wisdom 
are  the  five  basic  precepts 
of  Reiki,  a  system  of  teach¬ 
ings  and  healing  founded  in 
Japan  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
century  by  samurai  and 
Buddhist  lay  priest  Mikao 
Usui. 

“The  word  ‘Reiki’  is 
made  up  of  two  Japanese 
words,  rei,  which  means 
spiritual  or  sacred,  and  ki, 
which  means  universal 
energy  or  life  force,”  says 
Bette  Briggs,  who  in  Janu¬ 


ary  launched  the  Reiki 
Clinic  of  San  Francisco  at 
1404  Church  Street. 

Briggs,  who  rents  space 
for  her  clinic  in  Purple  Iris 
Healing  Center,  says  she 
was  drawn  to  Reiki  about 
13  years  ago  when  she 
sought  help  recovering  from 
surgery.  Reiki  worked  so 
well  for  her  that  in  time  she 
became  a  practitioner  her¬ 
self.  “There  is  a  whole  sys¬ 
tem  imparted  from  teacher 
to  student,  and  it’s  about 
strengthening  the  connec¬ 
tion  with  one’s  own  energy 
system,  or  true  self,”  Briggs 
says.  “If  someone  wants  to 
have  a  private  session,  it’s 
very  simple:  They  lie  fully 
clothed  on  a  comfortable 
massage  table.  They’ll  be 
covered  with  blankets; 
there’ll  be  a  candle,  and  soft 
music.  And  the  Reiki 
energy  is  transferred  by  lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands.” 

Hands  are  placed  on  or 
near  and  sometimes  above 
the  body,  she  explains,  and 
typically  follow  the  chakra 


system — points  on  the  body 
that  are  considered  to  be 
loci  of  life  energy  in  Hindu 
and  certain  other  Asian  cul¬ 
tures. 

“The  Reiki  energy  has  an 
intelligence  all  its  own,” 
Briggs  says.  “It  goes  where 
it  needs  to  go.  It’s  the  life 
force  energy,  and  it’s  the 
client  who  is  creating  the 
energy  they  need  in  order  to 
heal.” 

She  says  new  clients 
often  experience  a  deep 
sense  of  relaxation  and 
pleasant  feeling.  “They  may 
have  insights  into  situations, 
or  they  may  feel  that  they 
want  to  make  positive 
changes  in  their  lives,  and 
the  beautiful  thing  is  that 
[Reiki]  operates  on  all  lev¬ 
els  simultaneously,  so  it  can 
affect  the  physical  as  well 
as  the  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual.” 

To  find  out  more,  call 
Briggs  at  407-4233  or  visit 
www.reikiclinic.com. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 
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MARKET  •  DELI  •  CATERING  •  FRESH  PRODUCE  •  MEATS 


Farm  Direct  Organic  Produce 
Niman  Ranch  Natural  Meats 
Fresh  Seafood 
Rosie's  Organic  Chickens 
Straus  Family  Dairy  Products 
Housemade  Prepared  Foods 
Artisan  Breads 
Great  Wines  and  Cheese 


expanded  meat 
department 
exclusively 
featuring  Niman 
Ranch  Meats 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
{  www.biritemarket.com 
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Honored  as 
°ne  of  the  Top  77 
'eosons  to  live  in 
s°n  Francisco  by 
7X7  Magazine 


3639  -  I8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  241-9760 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb  s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday- Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


VOICE  ARTIFACTS 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  web 
site  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com 

offers  the  current  news  stories, 
features,  and  Class  Ads.  The  site 
also  has  Voice  archives  from  1996 
to  the  present.  Copies  of  the 
newsprint  edition  dating  back  to 
May  1977  are  stored  in  the  History 
Room  of  the  Main  Branch  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library. 


A  bountiful  arrangement  for  a  beautiful  Mom 

Send  the  Loving  Thoughts™  Bouquet 
For  Mothers  Day  Sunday,  May  14. 

Show  her  that  you  think  she’s 
extra  special  -  with  this  large, 
lovely  bouquet  of  delicate  flowers 
exploding  out  of  a  beautiful  vase. 

She’ll  treasure  it  for  a  lifetime. 

Gourmet  Gift  Baskets  too! 


Mj 
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415-824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


If  you're  over  60, 

Have  Lunch 
With  Us! 

Meet  all  of  the 
friendly  folks  enjoying 
a  nutritious  meal  at  the 


mi 


Noe  Valley 
Senior  Lunch 
Program 

Monday  through  Friday 
12:15  p.m. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  Streets 

415-648-1030 

$1.25  or  by  donation 

Come  join  us  today! 

Sponsored  by 
Project  Open  Hand 


Funded  by 

The  Office  of  Aging,  U.S.D.A. 
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FLORENCES 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Show  and  Tell 

In  this  essay,  reprinted  from  the  April 
1995  issue,  Florence  Holuh  describes 
the  joys  and  pitfalls  of  being  a  collector. 

Last  month,  my  man  Leo  and  I 

visited  the  Transamerica  Pyramid 
to  view  an  exhibition  called 
“The  Collector’s  Eye,”  which  contained 
highlights  from  three  private  collec¬ 
tions. 

One  of  the  collectors,  George 
McWilliams,  is  a  graphic  designer  who 
was  once  a  prize  student  of  Leo’s  at  the 
California  School  of  Fine  Arts  (now  the 
San  Francisco  Art  Institute).  With  impec¬ 
cable  taste,  George  has  collected  hun¬ 
dreds  of  rare  and  beautiful  cultural  arti¬ 
facts  on  his  world  travels  over  the  past 
30  years.  The  collection  includes  tex¬ 
tiles  from  South  America  and  Southeast 
Asia,  pottery  from  Mexico,  and  burial 
objects  from  Egypt  and  China. 

The  second  featured  collector,  Kit 
Hinrichs,  is  also  a  graphic  designer.  He 
started  collecting  American  flags  as  a 
child  after  developing  a  fascination  for 
the  hand-sewn  woolen  flag  made  in 
1865  by  his  great-great  aunt  in  Ohio. 
Now  he  has  amassed  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  Old  Glory  flags  and  flag  icons  in 
his  “Stars  and  Stripes”  collection, 
including  quilts,  postcards,  campaign 
buttons,  food  labels,  and  cigar  bands. 

The  third  collector.  Dr.  Leo 
Keoshian,  is  one  of  the  nation’s  fore¬ 
most  hand  surgeons.  He  has  collected 
photographs,  sculptures,  and  objects 
that  celebrate  the  human  hand  as  both  a 
wondrous  instrument  and  a  work  of  art. 

The  impulse  to  collect  seems  to  be 
instinctive,  some¬ 
times  compulsive.  It 
can  also  be  acciden¬ 
tal,  as  was  the  case 
with  Leo’s  mother, 
who  didn’t  discover 
her  interest  in  doll 
collecting  until  she 
was  middle-aged, 
when  a  friend  gave 
her  two  very  old 
suede-covered  head¬ 
less  dolls. 

Grandma  was 
clever,  so  she  imme¬ 
diately  began 
researching  the  subject.  In  no  time,  she 
found  bisque  reproductions  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  heads.  She  was  so  excited  that  she 
showed  them  to  everyone,  including 
Helen  Helfrich  (nee  Helen  Hughes),  our 
next-door  neighbor  on  2 1  st  Street. 

Helen,  a  spontaneous  and  generous 
soul,  ran  upstairs  and  returned  with  an 
old  but  beautifully  preserved  doll.  She 
then  told  Grandma  the  doll’s  history, 
which  began  in  1906  at  old  St.  Mary’s 
Cathedral  on  Van  Ness  Avenue. 

The  church  held  a  fundraising  event 
attended  by  movie  star  “Bronco  Billy” 
Anderson,  who  had  played  the  lead  in 
The  Great  Train  Robbery  (1903).  At  the 
fundraiser,  Anderson  used  his  charisma 
to  sell  a  number  of  expensive  dolls  with 
china  heads. 

Helen’s  mother  bought  one  for  her 
little  girl,  but  once  home  she  did  not 
allow  Helen  to  play  with  it  because  the 


doll’s  head  was  so  fragile.  She  placed  it 
in  a  high  cabinet,  where  it  remained  vir¬ 
tually  untouched  for  many  years. 

As  a  result,  Helen  never  formed  a 
strong  attachment  to  it,  she  said.  At  this 
point  in  the  conversation,  Helen  casu¬ 
ally  handed  the  doll  over  our  deck  rail¬ 
ing  to  Grandma,  so  she  could  add  it  to 
her  small  collection. 

The  doll  was  dressed  in  a  light  ecru 
frock  with  fine  lace  insets  over  a  petti¬ 
coat  and  bloomers  trimmed  with  deli¬ 
cate  lace.  She  wore  small  white  shoes 
with  tiny  buckles.  On  her  head  was  an 
off-white  velvet  cloche  trimmed  with  a 
brown  velvet  rose-studded  band.  Her 
rosy-cheeked,  hand-painted  face  had 
eyes  that  opened  and  closed  with  long 
eyelashes.  Her  arms  and  legs  were 
moveable,  too! 

“Miss  Helen”  remained  Gram’s 
favorite  of  all  the  200  dolls  that  she 
eventually  acquired.  One  summer,  she 
won  a  blue  ribbon  in  the  antique  doll 
show  at  the  Nevada  County  Fair  in 
Grass  Valley. 

Leo’s  father  was  a  bit  of  a  collector, 
too.  A  great  admirer  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  he  amassed  many  items  related  to 
our  16th  president  and  to  the  Civil  War. 

I  think  Leo  inherited  his  parents’  col¬ 
lector  tendencies.  As  long  as  I  have 
known  him,  he  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  bringing  home  things  of  interest  to 
him — and  he  has  broad  interests!  He 
even  has  a  sign  posted  on  his  bulletin 
board  that  says,  “There’s  something 
cozy  about  junk.”  Ah  well,  I  never  could 
resist  a  “Sale”  sign  myself! 

Our  three  children,  all  boys  raised  in 
the  ’50s,  developed  similar  qualities. 
One  evening  when  we  visited  the  home 
of  Bob  Cook,  a  co-worker  of  Leo’s,  our 
two  oldest  boys  were  enchanted  with  a 
fabricated  Pacific  island  that  Bob’s 
father  had  made  for  him  when  he  was 
young.  Inside  a  large  flat  metal  tray,  Mr. 
Cook  had  constructed  a  tropical  island 
from  plaster  of  Paris,  metal,  and  paint. 
He  built  a  cone  to  represent  a  volcano, 
then  installed  wiring  and  a  red  light  bulb 
that  looked  like  molten  lava  when  it  was 
plugged  in.  A  sandy  beach  fringed  with 
palm  trees — with 
fronds  made  from  sheet 
metal — surrounded  the 
volcano. 

At  6  and  8,  our  boys 
were  just  the  right  age 
to  appreciate  the  island, 
so  Bob  gave  it  to  them. 
That  night,  the  happy 
lads  brought  it  back  to 
our  house  on  Kingston 
Avenue,  and  placed  it 
on  the  toy  box  next  to 
the  bunk  beds  in  their 
small  room.  Soon  it 
became  a  magnet  for 
all  the  kids  on  the  block. 

Our  Pacific  island  had  some  bad 
points,  though.  Whenever  I  bent  over  to 
make  the  lower  bunk  in  that  tiny  room, 
the  pointed  metal  fronds  stabbed  me  in 
my  rear  quarters.  As  soon  as  the  boys’ 
interest  in  the  island  waned,  it  mysteri¬ 
ously  disappeared. 

The  Purple  Heart  Thrift  Store  was 
then  located  nearby  on  Mission  Street  at 
30th,  where  the  Safeway  now  stands. 

We  passed  the  thrift  store  often  and 
couldn’t  resist  the  bargains  there. 

I  once  acquired  a  perfectly  usable 
(only  slightly  dented)  breadbox  for  less 
than  a  dollar,  and  one  time  our  9-year- 
old  son  Michael  robbed  his  piggy  bank 
in  order  to  buy  and  lug  home  a  double¬ 
hulled  Hawaiian  outrigger  canoe.  We 
still  have  it  in  our  attic,  along  with 
another  find — a  five-foot  model  of  a 
sloop,  complete  with  mast  and  sails. 


At  that  time,  Leo  was  busy  filling  the 
basement  with  printing  and  photogra¬ 
phy  gear.  When  he  brought  home  a 
paper-cutter  bigger  than  a  washing 
machine,  however,  I  knew  I  had  to  lay 
down  the  law.  Our  four-room  cottage 
was  bulging. 

Comedian  Tony  Randall  used  to  say, 
“Is  it  bigger  than  a  breadbox?”  on  the 
popular  quiz  show  What’s  My  Line? 
After  the  canoe  and  paper-cutter  inci¬ 
dents,  “Nothing  bigger  than  a  bread- 
box!”  became  my  motto. 

The  rule  was  respected  for  a  long 
time,  that  is  until  we  moved  into  our 
much  roomier  house  on  21st  Street. 
Then  Leo  brought  home  something  that 
opened  the  floodgates:  a  huge  wooden 
breadbox  large  enough  to  accommodate 
yard-long  loaves  of  French  bread! 

Despite  our  acquisitiveness, 

though,  I  don’t  think  you  could 
consider  our  family  members  to 
be  true  collectors.  We  have  some  fine 
new  and  used  books,  as  well  as  junk 
shop  treasures,  but  we  more  closely 
resemble  pack  rats  than  antique  apprais¬ 
ers.  Each  object  we  save  serves  as  a 
reminder  of  some  interesting  event  in 
our  lives. 

I  picked  up  the  fossilized  rocks  with 
tiny  shells,  objects  now  displayed  on 
our  deck,  at  Ano  Nuevo  Beach  long 
before  it  became  unlawful  to  do  so.  Our 
son  Jan  brought  home  the  iridescent 
shells  from  his  successful  diving  expe¬ 
ditions  on  the  Mendocino  Coast.  Under 
the  deck  lies  the  sun-bleached  lower 
jawbone  of  a  moose,  which  Leo  fell  in 
love  with  on  our  trip  to  the  Grand 
Tetons  in  Wyoming. 

In  the  same  tradition,  our  youngest 
son,  Eric,  and  his  friend  Walter  trans¬ 


“Miss  Helen”  survived  the  1906  Earthquake 
and  Fire  and  two  or  three  extended 
childhoods  on  2 1  st  Street.  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 


ported  a  heavy  metal  missile  casing  all 
the  way  home  from  an  army-navy  sur¬ 
plus  store  on  Market  Street  (by  way  of 
the  J -line)  when  they  were  going 
through  their  GI  Joe  period  20  years 
ago.  We  still  have  it  up  in  the  attic,  too. 

Our  house  is  overflowing  with 
objects,  paintings,  and  photographs, 
each  with  some  personal  meaning.  One 
item  that  now  occupies  a  place  of  honor 
in  our  living  room — a  glass  cabinet 
made  especially  for  her — is  Miss  Helen. 
Leo’s  father  gave  the  doll  to  us  after 
Gram  died  10  years  ago. 

Miss  Helen’s  eyes  are  wide  open,  and 
she’s  gazing  in  the  direction  of  the 
house  next  door,  where  she  lived  so 
long  ago.  ■ 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 


28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 

REPAIRED 

INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 


Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  ♦  415-586-0307 


Interior  +  Exterior 
Commercial  +  Residential 

LICENSED  -  BONDED  -  INSURED 

CALL  415.  308.1645 

LICENSE  861367 

References  available  upon  request. 


We  have  just  settled  into  our  new  house  in  Tokyo,  and  are  missing 
San  Francisco  already.  Sue,  we  owe  you  our  greatest  thanks.  You 
truly  made  our  lives  manageable  over  the  last  three  months  as  well 
as  more  lucrative.  I  remember  meeting  you  in  November  for  the  first 
time  with  my  newborn  on  my  lap,  my  two-year-old  screaming  around 
the  living  room  and  construction  people  and  movers  running  through¬ 
out  our  house.  I  knew  immediately  that  you  would  see  us  through  the 
havoc  and  you  did!  Thank  you. 

We  look  forward  to  moving  back  to  San  Francisco  in  the  future, 
and  having  you  sell  us  our  next  home! 


Kindest  regards,  Lauren,  Tats,  Akio  and  Masao  Kawasaki 


Make  the  best  choice, 
call  Sue  Borsian. 


Sue  Borsian 

REALTOR® 

415.695.0552  ext  179 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


Zephyr  Real  Estate 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
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San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 


will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 
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24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


neow 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 


Sue  saved  our  sanity 


The  1st  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Zephyr  Realty  on  24th  Street 

The  3rd  Sunday  of  each  month 

in  front  of  Bank  of  America  in  the  Castro 

-Noon  to  4pm~ 

Or  check  out  www.rocketdogrescue.org 


Come  meet  Cassie 
and  other  rockin' 
Rocket  Dogs  at  our 
mobile  adoption 
fairs  on: 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Another  in  a  series. 


Dear  Sue, 
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Al  MacDonald  (left)  and  Danny  Lozano  brought  a  copy  of  the  Voice  all  the  way  from 
Church  Street  to  Australia  in  March.  Here  they  pose  in  front  of  the  Sydney  Opera  House  with 
the  Harbor  Bridge  in  the  background. 


Laurie  Gibbons  and  Jesse  Lindsey-Gibbons  took  their  love  of  all  things  Noe  Valley  to  the 
Grand  Canyon  in  May  2005.  Laurie’s  dad  and  Jesse’s  mom  accompanied  them  as  they  packed  in 
three  days  of  food  and  water  and  a  copy  of  the  Voice  to  share. 


Noe  Valley  residents  Lori  Stasukelis,  Debbie  Dells,  Regina  Faustine,and  Nancy  Scott- 
Rogers  share  the  news  from  back  home  with  Maasai  senior  elder  Robert  Oloimooja  in 
Kenya’s  Maasai  Mara. 


★  PAID  ADVERTISEMENT* 
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May’s  the 
Right  Time 
For  Reading 

One  thing  is  sure,  Vb/ce 
readers  will  carry  their 
favorite  periodical  at  any  time 
and  take  it  anywhere  in  the 
world.  You’re  welcome  to  join 
them  in  sharing  their  adventures 
by  mailing  your  own  photos 
and  caption  information  to: 

Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn:  Readers, 

1 02 1  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941  14.  Please 
include  a  phone  number  in  case 
we  need  to  interpret  your 
handwriting. You  can  also  attach 
your  digital  photo  (one  only, 
please)  to  an  e-mail  and  send  it 
to  editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Thanks  for  bringing  us  along  for 
the  ride. 


Donald  Abrams  (left)  and  Clint  Werner  paused  for  a  news  break  while  traveling  in  Turkey’s  Cappadocia  region. The  pair  were  at  the  perfect 
spot  to  witness  the  “awesome",  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  March  29. 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN  S  MENU  AVAILABLE 
FREE  STROLLER  VALET 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A  M.  /  10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  / 11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


4066  24th  Street 

in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

(415)  648-3954 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  7 
Open  every  day 
www.smallfrys.com 


SMALL  FRYS 

Noe  Valley’s  Favorite  Children’s  Store 


Your 

Zutano 

Headquarters 
in  Noe  Valley! 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Spring  Session  April  6th  -  June  17th 

10  Weeks  of  Musical  Fun! 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location  -  Try  a  free  demo 


" FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 


Visit  the  web  site  or  call  to  get  started! 


415-596-0299 

www.musictogetliersf.com 


TUTORING 

Helping  students  with  dyslexia  and  other  learning  challenges  succeed  in  reading, 
writing,  spelling  and  math  using  multisensory  methods.  Pranita  Patel  -  Elementary 
Montessori  Teacher  trained  in  Lindamood  BelT . _ 

MontessoriTutoring.com  |  415-824-7375  |  Pranita.Patel@gmail.com 


The  "Room  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2005-06  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 10  .  415-826-9598  •  www.theroomtogrow.org 
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Moms  and  Girls  Holding  Court.  After  a  rainy  March  and  April,  these  playground  pals  found  it  great  to  get  outdoors  at  Noe  Courts  again.  Sisters  Anna  and  Katherine 
Jonckheer  (4  and  7  years  old)  flank  4-year-old  Stella  McGinn  on  the  slide.  Stella’s  mom, Tammy  Childers,  is  at  left,  while  Anna  and  Katherine’s  mom,  Elizabeth  Jonckheer,  holds 
their  2-month-old  baby  sister,  Natalie.  Even  though  there’s  occasional  sun,  the  weather  is  still  a  bit  cool.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 


Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


St.  John  School 


John's 


INNOVATIONS 

in 


925  Chenery  Street 

in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K— 8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584-8383 

www.stjohnseagles.com 

Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  &  2:30  p.m 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


G  ult  u  r  al  £ 
Diversity  ^ 


Bold  &  Beautiful 


Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


■ 


FAMILY  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 


General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 

FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


ilign 


♦  S'*  i£ 


Call  for  Consultation 

4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  415-285-7007 


■MHWB 
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St.  Paul’s  School 


Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly ,  warm- 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999, 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 


School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 


We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Saint  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 

QOQQOO  ©OO0OO© 


Weekly  themes  include: 

Rainforest  Adventures: 
Fantasy  &  Fairytales: 
Pre-school  Picassos; 
Fizzy,  Foamy  Fun! 

And  manv  more... 


For  applications  and  information: 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
hopepetersonpredir@sbcglobal.net 
www.saintphilippreschool.com 
(415)  282  0141 


COMPUTER  &  LEGO® 
Summer  Camps 


Half  &  All-Day  Options  •  Ages  6- 1 6 

Many  Bay  Area  locations  including 
Fairmount  School  (Noe  Valley/Glen  Pork) 
Mission  Bay  Church  (Potrero  Hill) 

Make  LEGO®  Robots, 
Create  Computer  Games, 
Design  3D  Scenes  &  More! 

Over  1 1  Years  of  Serving  the  Bay  Area! 


TechKnowHow  •  (650)  620-9300 

Camp  details  at  www.techknowhowkids.com 

LEGO®  is  a  trademark  of  the  LEGO  Company,  which  does  not  operate  this  camp. 


Because  kids  grow  so  fast 
Because  they  deserve  it 

new  and  used  kid  stuff 

Hip  Jewelry  from  SF  designer  Kathy  Loewenstern  Rocks 
Fun  baby  &  bath  products  from  Hydra  and  California  Baby 
Funky  kids  clothes  from  Walkershaw  &  Lit’ I  Lizards 

Join  Us: 

May  18th:  7-9PM  Jewelry  Trunk  Show 

May  25th:  7-9PM  Parents  Night  Out  Party  (DJ  &  Drinks ) 

Bring  your  outgrown  items  for  cash  or  trade: 

M,  W,  F  1 1-1  &  2-4  or  Saturday  by  appointment 

1306  Castro  St.  @  24th  641-6192  store  hours  M-S  10:30-6  Sun  noon-5 
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ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94112 

(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2006-07 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 

YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
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Find  Your  Way  Around  Noe 

Directions:  The  vehicles  below  need  your  help  finding  their  way  to  their 
destination.  Use  a  RED  crayon  to  draw  the  tracks  for  the  J-line  streetcar 
traveling  to  30th  Street.  Use  a  BLUE  crayon  to  draw  the  route  for  the  No. 
48  bus,  traveling  to  Grand  View  Avenue.  Use  a  GREEN  crayon  to  draw 
the  route  for  the  bicycle  riding  to  Dolores  Street. 


Before  the  Cars  and 
Buses  Came  to 
Noe  Valley 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  Noe  Valley 
barely  had  roads,  and  it  definitely 
did  not  have  trains,  cable  cars,  or  auto¬ 
mobiles.  The  steep  hills  surrounding  our 
valley  made  it  hard  to  get  around  and 
limited  how  people  traveled  from  one 
place  to  the  next.  As  they  still  do  now, 
most  kids  in  the  1 800s  walked  to  school 
or  down  to  the  comer  store.  It  was  prob¬ 
ably  rare  for  kids  to  ride  horses  or  drive 
their  parents’  horse  and  buggy.  Because 
of  the  high  cost  of  keeping  a  horse,  not 
all  families  had  them.  A  few  kids  may 
have  had  bicycles. 

Starting  in  the  1850s,  public  trans¬ 
portation — a  way  to  move  from  one 
place  to  another  with  a  lot  of  people — 
came  in  the  form  of  rail  cars,  cable  cars, 
trains,  electric  streetcars,  and  buses. 
Eventually,  people  in  Noe  Valley 
bought  automobiles  for  their  personal 
use.  Now,  Noe  Valley  is  so  crowded 
with  cars  and  trucks,  it  is  often  difficult 
to  find  a  place  to  park  on  the  street. 

A  number  of  forms  of  public  trans¬ 
portation  in  Noe  Valley  have  come  and 
gone.  In  1887,  the  Market  Street  Cable 
Railway  Company  installed  a  rail  line 
on  Castro  Street  between  1 8th  and  26th 
streets.  In  those  days,  the  railway  com¬ 
pany  painted  the  cars  on  each  line  a  spe¬ 
cific  color.  The  Castro  cars  were  painted 
white — actually,  ivory  with  dark  red 
trim.  Cars  on  Haight  Street  were  red, 
and  on  Valencia  Street  they  were  blue. 

In  1887,  the  line  to  Noe  Valley  had  a 
rail  car  powered  by  electricity,  but  in 
1907  the  rail  cars  on  Castro  were 
replaced  with  cable  cars,  pulled  along 
the  tracks  by  thick  wire  ropes  running 
underground.  Older  residents  of  Noe 
Valley  enjoy  talking  about  the  Castro 
Street  cable  car,  which  they  called  the 
“Dinky”  because  it  was  so  small. 

By  1939,  people  thought  the  cable 
cars  had  become  old-fashioned,  so  they 
asked  to  have  buses  instead.  In  1941, 
the  rails  were  replaced  with  a  Number 
24  electric  bus  line. 


Here  is  an  old  cable  car  going  up  Castro 
Street  near  23rd  Street.  Nicknamed  the 
“Dinky,"  the  cable  car  ran  up  and  down 
the  Castro  hill  from  1907  to  1941 . 

Fifty  years  earlier,  another  type  of 
public  transportation  had  come  to  Noe 
Valley.  In  1892,  the  San  Francisco  and 
San  Mateo  Electric  Railway  began  run¬ 
ning  a  train  from  the  Ferry  Building  in 
downtown  San  Francisco  through  the 
Mission  and  along  the  southeastern 
edges  of  Noe  Valley.  Passing  near  30th 
and  Chenery  streets,  the  train  went 
through  Glen  Park  and  all  the  way  to 
San  Mateo  County's  Holy  Cross 
Cemetery.  The  train  eventually  became 


part  of  the  San  Francisco  Municipal 
Railway,  or  Muni,  which  we  use  to  ride 
around  the  city  today. 

Noe  Valley  also  had  two  electric 
streetcar  lines.  The  Number  11,  also 
called  the  1 1 -Hoffman,  ran  down  24th 
Street  from  Hoffman  Avenue  to  Dolores 
Street.  Next  it  turned  left  on  Dolores, 
and  then  right  on  22nd  to  Mission 
Street,  and  from  there  to  downtown.  On 
its  return,  the  1 1  came  up  the  hill  on 
22nd  and  Chattanooga  streets. 

The  Number  9  trolley  went  through 
Noe  Valley  on  29th  Street  and  made  its 
way  to  downtown  San  Francisco  via 
Valencia  and  Market  streets. 

What  did  it  cost  to  take  public  trans¬ 
portation  a  hundred  years  ago?  Five 
cents.  You  could  even  take  a  line  all  the 
way  out  to  Ocean  Beach  for  five  cents. 

From  Here  to  There  in 
Noe  Valley 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  kids  get 
around  Noe  Valley  in  2006.  Many 
kids  walk  around  the  neighborhood. 
They  walk  to  school  and  to  their 
friends’  homes  for  play  dates.  Kids  also 
walk  along  24th  Street  with  their  par¬ 
ents  and  friends. 


Other  kids  bike,  scoot,  skate,  and  roll 
their  way  around  Noe  Valley.  Most  kids 
wear  helmets  and  kneepads  to  protect 
them  from  falls. 

Many  kids  ride  the  buses  in  Noe 
Valley.  There  are  two  “crosstown”  bus 
lines  that  pass  through  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  24-Divisadero  bus  runs 
south  on  Castro  and  Noe  streets  to  30th 
Street  (and  beyond).  The  block  of  Noe 
Street  between  26th  and  Cesar  Chavez 
streets  is  one  of  the  steepest  the  electri¬ 
cally-powered  24  bus  has  to  climb. 

The  48-Quintara/24th  bus  runs  from 
Grand  View  Avenue  and  through  Noe 
Valley  along  24th  Street.  The  Number 
35-Eureka,  a  “community  service”  line 
that  loops  around  Eureka  Valley,  Noe 
Valley,  and  Diamond  Heights,  runs 
along  Eureka  and  Diamond  streets. 

There  is  one  Muni  Metro  line,  the 
J-Church  line,  which  goes  through  Noe 
Valley  along  Church  Street.  When  the 
J  cars  come  from  downtown,  they  have 
to  go  up  a  steep  hill  in  Dolores  Park.  In 
fact,  the  J-line  has  the  steepest  grade  of 
any  Muni  Metro  line  in  the  city. 

Nowadays,  children  4  and  under  ride 
the  Muni  bus  and  rail  lines  for  free, 
while  kids  5  to  17  pay  50  cents.  The 
adult  fare  is  $1.50. 


How  Do  These  Kids 
Get  Around  in 
Noe  Valley? 

Four  eighth-graders  from  the  James 
Lick  School  Newspaper  Club  let  us 
know  how  they  get  from  here  to  there 
in  Noe  Valley. 


Delilah  Sabater  says,  “I  get  around 
Noe  Valley  by  car.  My  grandfather  dri¬ 
ves  me  to  school  and  back  home.” 


Alexia  Vallin  says,  “I  get  around  Noe 
Valley  lots  of  different  ways.  When  I  go 


to  school,  my  dad  usually  drives  me, 
but  when  I’m  going  somewhere  that's 
close,  I  usually  just  walk  there.” 


Sara  Baker-FIynn  says,  “I  get  around 
Noe  Valley  by  walking.  If  I’m  going 
home  from  school  and  if  it’s  dark  out,  I 
might  take  the  bus.” 


Kimberly  Kraus  says,  “My  way  to 
school  is  about  a  half-hour  commute.  I 
take  the  N- Judah  from  my  house,  walk 
up  a  steep  hill,  and  take  the  24  bus.” 


For  bus  schedules,  go  to 
www.sfmuni.com  or  call 
415-673-MUNI 


SPECIAL  THANKS  to  Bill  Yenne  and  his  book 
San  Francisco's  Noe  Valley.  Noe  Valley  Archivist 
Paul  Kantus;  Lina.  Mama  Blanchard,  and  the 
Newspaper  Club  at  James  Lick  Middle  School: 
the  Virtual  Museum  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco, 
www.sfnmseum.org ;  and  San  Francisco's  Cable 
Car  Museum,  www.cablecarmuseum.org. 
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Live  Oak  School 


Summer  Oaks  2006 


Dates 

Kindergarten  through  Fifth  Grade 
June  19-August  11  (8  weeks) 
Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 
June  19 -July  28  (6  weeks) 

Morning  Session 

9:00  am  - 1 2 :00  noon 

Lunch  Break 

1 2 :00  noon  - 1 2 :30  pm 

Afternoon  Session 

12:30pm -3:30 pm  (3:00  pm 
for  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade) 

Extended  Care 

8:00  am -9:00  am 
3:00  pm -6:00  pm 
Weekly  Cost 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
$150  half  day;  $225  full  day 
Second  through  Eighth  Grades 
$150- $300  per  course 
A  $50  non-refundable  deposit 
reserves  space  each  week. 

Live  Oak  School 

1 555  Mariposa  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  861-8840 
www.liveoaksf.org 


Courses  led  by  skilled  instructors  in  arts, 
academics,  sports,  and  project-based 
learning  immerse  students  In  a  world  of 
summer  learning  and  summer  fun.  Choose 
your  courses!  Choose  one  to  eight  weeks! 
Choose  half  day  or  full  day! 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 

Students  entering  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 
explore  weekly  themes  that  support 
imagination  and  invention  in  a  fun  and 
educational  environment.  Themes:  Frogs  and 
Toads,  Super  Kids,  Undersea  Adventure,  and 
Magical  Creatures. 

Second  through  Eighth  Grades 

Students  in  Second  Grade  through  Eighth  Grade 
can  mix  and  match  morning  and  afternoon 
courses  by  the  week  to  create  a  dynamic  and 
individualized  summer  program. 

Second  through  Fifth  Grades 

Math  Mystery,  Science,  Spanish,  Music,  Drama, 
Dance,  Poetry,  Sports,  Cooking  with  Chemistry, 
Art  and  Crafts,  and  more. 

Sixth  through  Eighth  Grades 

Drama,  Dance  Theater,  Spanish,  Learn  to  be  a 
Chef,  Sports,  Art,  Babysitting/C  IT,  Math  Review, 
Reading  Workshop,  SSAT  Prep,  and  more. 

Schedule  and  Registration 

Visit  www.liveoaksf.org/summeroaks  after 
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Sunday,  May  14,  2006 

Make  Mom's  special  day  a  memorable  one  —  present  her 
with  one  of  our  unique  gifts! 

We  can  fill  all  your  Graduation  needs  too 


Paper  Products  •  Cards  •  Balloons  •  Great  Gifts 

Free  Gift  Wrap  with  your  Mother's  Day  purchase 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

12  noon  -  6  p.m.Tues.  -  Fri.  •  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Sat.  •  10  a.m.-  3  p.m.  Sun. 

■ — - . . . . . . . . . . - . . . 


1 387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


Looking  Down  by  Leo 


We’re  in  the  Words  Business  here  at  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  and  we  know  the  challenge  of 
getting  the  facts  and  spelling  right.That’s  why  we  have  those  pesky  editors  phoning,  turning 
dictionary  pages,  and  even  googling  in  the  constant  quest  for  accuracy.  Perhaps  the  fact- 
checker  at  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Public  Works  was  out  sick  on  the  day  these 
words  were  set  in  stone  at  the  corner  of  Alvarado  and  Noe  streets.  No  problem.  New  style 
curb  cuts  may  eventually  provide  an  opportunity  to  correct  the  typo.  Photo  by  Leo  Ho/ub 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 


Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


HOMEBIRTH  I 
NOE  VALLES’ 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


Preschool  now  open 


Saint  Philip  the  Apostle  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school  offering 

•  Small  classes  in  K-8; 

•  Low  student-teacher  ratio; 

•  Mobile  technology  laboratories; 

•  a.m.  &■  p.m.  extended  care; 

•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  activities  including  study  hall, 
language,  music,  dance  &-  sports  league. 


6  year  WASC  accreditation 


www.saintphilipschool  .com 
info(a>www. saintohiliDSchool.com 


Preschool 
Mrs.  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
725.  Diamond  Street 
(415)  282  0141 

Grades  K-8 

Sr.  Ann  Cronin,  BVM,  Principal 
665,  Elizabeth  Street 
(415)  824  8467 
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raig  Ackerman 

Broker,  Realtor®,  MBA 

Experience 

Knowledge 

Integrity 

415-98^88841 


www.ackermanrealty.com 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


SCHOOL 
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Here’s  the  latest  from  two  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools:  James  Lick  Middle 
School  and  Alvarado  Elementary. 


JAMES  LICK 

New  Music  Program  Rocks! 

Blue  Bear  School  of  Music  launched  a 
pilot  Rock  Guitar  Ensemble  program  at 
James  Lick  to  provide  our  students  with 
something  that’s  been  missing  for  too 
long:  instruction  in  the  history  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  contemporary  music;  music 
theory;  guitar  instruction;  and  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  perform. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  a  group  of  sixth-graders  studied  the 
history  of  major  movements  in  contem¬ 
porary  popular  music  and  key  elements  of 
music  theory  with  instructor  Richard 
Storbeck,  who  earned  his  music  degree 
playing  French  horn  before  switching  to 
electric  guitar.  Hands-on  instruction  be¬ 
gan  for  real  on  April  20,  when  24  ecstatic 
kids  picked  up  their  gleaming  new  Stra- 
tocasters,  turned  the  amps  up  to  “10,”  and 
strummed  their  first  thundering  chords! 

Kevin  Marlatt,  executive  director  of 
Blue  Bear,  describes  the  collaboration  that 
has  developed  between  Blue  Bear  School 
of  Music,  James  Lick  Middle  School,  and 
Guitar  Center  to  get  the  program  up  and 
running,  as  “simply  incredible — we  are 
thrilled  to  be  a  part  of  this  innovative  pro¬ 
gram  and  are  committed  to  its  success  and 
expansion  so  more  students  can  have  this 
wonderful  opportunity.”  Principal 
Carmelo  Sgarlato  adds:  “A  quality,  vi¬ 


brant  arts  program  is  vital  to  the  success 
of  students  and  is  also  a  way  to  make  our 
school  more  appealing  to  families.” 

The  program  is  proving  to  be  a  big  hit 
with  students  like  sixth-grader  Emma 
Lanier,  who  reports,  “We  don’t  call  it  mu¬ 
sic  class,  we  call  it  guitar  studio — and  I 
can’t  wait  to  play  the  electric  guitar!” 

Initial  financial  support  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  came  from  funds  raised  by  parents 
eager  to  return  music  to  the  school  and 
proceeds  from  Blue  Bear’s  first  annual 
Music  for  Youth  Benefit  Concert  held  in 
February.  The  school  hopes  to  raise  more 
money  so  that  the  Blue  Bear  program  will 
be  open  to  students  in  all  grades  next  year. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  James  Lick 
expand  this  program,  please  contact 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal,  James  Lick 
Middle  School,  1220  Noe  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114,  or  e-mail  csgarla 
@muse. sfusd.edu.  For  more  information 
on  Blue  Bear  School  of  Music,  go  to 
www.bluebearmusic.org. 

Family  Art  Night  at  James  Lick 

On  the  evening  of  April  19,  our  school 
cafeteria  was  filled  with  families  creating 
a  public  art  piece  as  a  gift  to  the  school 
and  the  Noe  Valley  neighborhood.  Led  by 
local  artists  and  James  Lick  community 
members  Paul  Lanier  and  Aiko  Cuneo, 
hands,  large  and  small,  fashioned  soft 
clay  tiles  depicting  drawings  prepared  by 
our  students  to  illustrate  the  theme  “What 
I  Like  About  School.”  After  the  tile  pieces 
are  glazed  and  fired  by  the  school’s  art 
classes,  the  vertical  1 8-by-72-inch  plaque 
will  be  installed  on  the  comer  of  25  th  and 
Castro  streets  near  the  bus  stop.  Enjoy! 

Earth  Day  at  James  Lick 

On  Sunday,  April  23,  our  families  or¬ 
ganized  a  workday  to  clean  up  and  beau¬ 
tify  our  school  grounds.  Look  for  some 
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Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 

WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<s> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


James  Lick  Student  Wins 
National  Poetry  Competition 

By  Sue  Cattoche 

With  her  blonde  hair  tucked  into  a 
tidy  bun  and  a  pink  cardigan  drap¬ 
ing  her  slender  shoulders,  Audrey  Larkin 
moves  with  the  grace  of  a  dancer,  but  her 
hazel  eyes  hold  the  enchantment  of  a  poet. 

On  April  22,  the  James  Lick  seventh- 
grader  stepped  up  to  a  podium  at  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  Congress  in  Washington,  D.C., 
to  read  “Tides,”  the  poem  that  won  the 
grand  prize  for  grades  seven  through  nine 
in  this  year’s  River  of  Words  Poetry  Con¬ 
test,  a  national  competition  co-founded 
by  former  United  States  Poet  Laureate 
Robert  Hass.  Audrey  took  part  in  a  simi¬ 
lar  ceremony  for  California  and  Western 
regional  winners  at  the  San  Francisco 
Main  Library  on  April  8,  and  was  a  fi¬ 
nalist  in  the  same  competition  last  year. 

A  student  in  the  James  Lick  Spanish- 
immersion  program,  Audrey  has  been 
writing  poetry  since  the  fourth  grade, 
working  with  teachers  at  her  school  and 
through  Poetry  Inside  Out,  a  division  of 
the  Center  for  Art  in  Translation,  where 
her  poetry  teacher  is  Anita  Sagastegui. 
Counselor  Adonis  Ali  Torres,  Carrie 
Melton,  and  other  James  Lick  teachers 
met  with  Poetry  Inside  Out  early  in  the 
school  year  and  were  able  to  secure  fund¬ 
ing  to  have  them  work  with  several 
classes.  Groups  of  six  or  seven  students 
read  a  poem  in  Spanish;  translate  it  into 
English,  discussing  its  meaning  as  they 
work;  and  then  each  writes  an  original 
poem  on  a  related  subject  suggested  by 
the  poem. 

Audrey’s  favorite  poets  include  Pablo 
Neruda,  author  of  The  Heights  ofMachu 
Pichu\  and  Dulce  Maria  Loynaz,  a  pro¬ 
lific  Cuban  poet  who  was  a  precursor  of 
the  Magical  Realism  movement.  Audrey 
also  enjoys  hiking  in  Yosemite  and  the 


Tides 

My  secret  is  like  the  tide, 
thundering  and  roaring 
in  my  ear. 

How  could  you? 

Why  did  you? 

The  regret  Fills  my  mind 
like  a  blanket  of  fog. 

Cold, 

damp, 

endless, 

obscuring  all  thought. 

My  secret  is  like  a  wave: 
gigantic,  powerful,  terrible. 

But  then  it  slinks 

back  with  the  tide 

into  a 

dark 

deep 

frozen 

place  where  it  dwells 
until  it  is 
once  again 
pulled  out  into 
open  water. 

— Audrey  Larkin,  7th  grade 


Marin  Headlands,  drawing  inspiration 
and  metaphors  from  nature.  She  studies 
at  the  San  Francisco  Ballet  School,  and 
recently  danced  in  16  performances  of 
The  Nutcracker. 

Asked  how  she  felt  about  reading  in 
public,  1 2-year-old  Audrey  replied,  “I  like 
being  on  stage!”  Then  she  added,  “But 
sometimes  I  get  just  a  tiny  bit  nervous.” 
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colorful  new  plantings  in  front  of  the 
building! 

May  Highlights 

Cinco  de  Mayo:  You'll  hear  the  music 
coming  from  our  joyful  annual  assembly 
on  May  5  as  we  celebrate  Cinco  de  Mayo, 
Mother’s  Day,  and  everything  about 
spring!  It’s  also  Staff  Appreciation  Day, 
so  the  PTS  A  will  be  treating  our  teachers 
and  the  whole  staff  to  lunch. 

Poetry  and  Art:  Our  students  will  read 
poetry  and  display  art  dealing  with  the 
impact  of  violence  on  children’s  lives  at 


the  Second  Annual  Poetry  and  Art  Festi¬ 
val  of  the  Youth  of  San  Francisco  on 
Thursday,  May  25,  from  5  to  7  p.m.  The 
event  takes  places  at  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library’s  Main  Branch,  100  Larkin 
Street.  Contact  Mr.  Torres  for  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  see  an  impressive  anthol¬ 
ogy  of  the  poetry  written  by  our  students. 

Carnaval  San  Francisco:  We’ve  been 
practicing  our  steps  and  beats  for  several 
weeks,  so  look  for  the  colorful  James 
Lick  float  and  our  contingent  of  cos¬ 
tumed  dancers  and  drummers  on  Sunday, 
May  28,  when  we  join  the  spectacular, 
multicultural  Carnaval  Grand  Parade.  (If 
you’ve  never  seen  it,  you’ll  be  amazed!) 

James  Lick’s  Annual  Sports  Ban¬ 
quet  on  May  3 1  will  honor  all  the  talented 
student  athletes  who  participated  in  our 
after-school  sports  programs,  and  the 
dedicated  folks  who  coached  them. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


FAIRMOUNT 

Revving  Up  for  Fiesta Val 

Fairmount  Elementary  School  is  gear¬ 
ing  up  for  the  annual  Fiesta  Val  wingding. 
All  of  Noe  Valley  is  invited  to  join  the 
school  community  and  enjoy  an  exciting 
day  on  Saturday,  May  20,  at  the  school 
campus  on  Randall  Street  at  Chenery.  The 
event  will  run  from  noon  through  dusk. 

Festivities  include  a  silent  auction, 
with  a  number  of  prizes  donated  by  Noe 
Valley  merchants  and  restaurants.  Kids 
will  love  the  free  arts  and  crafts  activities, 
as  well  as  games  and  contests  including 
the  ever-popular  obstacle  course. 

Highlights  will  also  include  musical 
performances  by  student  guitarists  and 
the  Fairmount  Choir.  Also  featured  will 
be  the  school’s  Ballet  Folklorico  dance 
troupe.  Fiesta  Val  details  and  auction  items 
can  be  found  at  www.WindesheimDesign 
.com! fairmount. 

Fairmount  Survives  the  Big  One 

Fairmount  parents  are  collecting  his¬ 
torical  photos,  which  will  soon  go  up  on 
a  school  web  site  at  www. Fairmount 
SchoolPTA.org.  They  are  getting  a  kick 
out  of  uncovering  pictures  of  old  school 
buildings,  some  of  which  are  included  in 
a  book  at  Just  for  Fun  on  24th  Street. 

The  original  Fairmount  School  was 
built  in  1905  and  survived  the  Big  One  of 
1906.  The  school  was  later  rebuilt  in 
1977,  an  event  that  brought  a  remem¬ 
brance  from  parent  Rojelio  Rodriguez: 
“Yes,  this  brings  back  memories.  I  had  a 
paper  route  on  that  block  back  then. 
Every  day,  I  saw  how  the  old  school  was 
quickly  demolished  and  the  new  school 
slowly  built.  I  was  told  back  in  the  fifties 
they  sang  a  school  pride  song.” 

For  folks  who  would  like  to  view  old 
school  photos,  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  web  site  ( www.sfpl.org )  has  a  pic¬ 


torial  section  of  the  city’s  schools,  in¬ 
cluding  Fairmount.  If  anyone  knows  the 
Fairmount  pride  song,  please  call  the 
school  and  sing  the  tune. 

Mayor  Newsom  Pays  a  Visit 

Fairmount  students  got  some  excite¬ 
ment  when  they  came  back  from  spring 
break  and  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  visited 
the  school  on  Monday,  April  17. 

Newsom  visited  classrooms  and 
watched  with  amazement  as  kinder¬ 
garteners  in  the  dual-immersion  program 
spoke  to  him  in  Spanish. 

As  he  extended  his  stay  and  joined  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  cafeteria  at  lunch,  autograph 
fever  broke  out.  The  mayor  was  mobbed 
by  students  asking  him  to  sign  everything 
from  notebooks  to  lunchboxes.  Fair- 
mount  parent  Hydra  Mendoza,  who  is 
also  the  mayor’s  education  liaison,  ac¬ 
companied  her  boss  and  noted  that  New¬ 
som  regularly  visits  the  city’s  schools. 
She  said  he  enjoys  meeting  teachers,  par¬ 
ents,  and  students,  as  well  as  seeing  in 
person  the  great  teaching  and  learning  go¬ 
ing  on  in  San  Francisco  schools. 

— Tom  Ruiz 

SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675  or  415-436-0349 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 

Clementina  Duron,  Principal 
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Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371  i6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  —  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ J 


At  Children’s  Day  School, we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 
of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


A  slice  of  local  history  called  The  Haight  Ashbury  and  a  book  for  young  readers  about 
the  "lost  boys”  of  Sudan  are  among  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  books  high¬ 
lighted  this  month  by  children’s  librarian  Pam  Ow  and  Noe  Valley  Voice  bookworm 
Karol  Barske.  It  you'd  like  to  see  if  a  book  is  available,  call  your  favorite  branch  or  visit  the 
Library’s  web  site,  www.sfpl.org.  You  may  also  flag  down  the  city’s  bookmobile,  which  is 
parked  in  front  of  St.  Philip’s  School  at  Elizabeth  and  Diamond  streets  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Note:  The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library,  451  Jersey 
Street,  is  closed  for  seismic  repairs  until  late  2007.  For  more  information,  call  557-4353. 


PICKS  OF  THE  MONTH 


Adult  Fiction 

^  A  mysterious  woman  appears  at  a  fam¬ 
ily’s  summer  cottage  and  forces  the  group  to 
reconsider  the  chance  occurrences  in  their 
lives,  in  The  Accidental  by  Ali  Smith. 

Gregory  Maguire,  author  of  Wicked,  takes 
on  the  Snow  White  story  in  Mirror,  Mirror. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

San  Francisco  writer  Beth  Lisick  tells  true 
tales  of  her  "normal”  suburban  childhood,  in 
Everybody  Into  the  Pool. 

Eleanor  Agnew’s  memoir.  Back  From  the 
Land:  How  Young  Americans  Went  to 
Nature  in  the  1970s,  and  Why  They  Came 
Back,  describes  the  simple,  anti-capitalist 
way  of  life  she  and  her  husband  (and  two 
young  children)  chose. 

In  Diet  for  a  Dead  Planet:  How  the  Food 
Industry  Is  Killing  Us,  Christopher  Cook 
exposes  the  corporate  control  of  farms,  and 
offers  up  a  “menu  for  change.” 

V  The  Haight  Ashbury:  A  History  is  a  re- 
release  of  Charles  Perry’s  1984  ode  to  sex, 
drugs,  and  rock  ’n’  roll  in  1960s  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  Grateful  Dead’s  Bob  Weir  writes 
a  new  introduction. 

— Karol  Barske 
Noe  Valley  Voice 

Children’s  Fiction 

S'  Endearing,  talkative  Goose  thaws  out 
quiet  Bear’s  reserve  in  the  gently  humorous 
A  Splendid  Friend,  Indeed,  by  Suzanne 
Bloom.  Ages  3  to  6. 

#  Mini  Grey’s  Traction  Man  Is  Here!  high¬ 
lights  a  boy’s  imaginative  powers  as  his 
Traction  Man  action  figure  battles  house¬ 
hold-object  villains.  Ages  4  to  7. 

<?■  Ramon,  a  boy  who  loves  to  draw,  over¬ 
comes  a  crisis  of  confidence  to  once  again 
freely  create  art,  in  Ish  by  Peter  H.  Reynolds, 
who  also  authored  The  Dot.  Ages  5  to  8. 

<§>  Told  through  the  voice  of  one  boy. 
Brothers  in  Hope:  The  Story  of  the  Lost 
Boys  of  Sudan,  by  Mary  Williams,  tells  the 
harrowing  true  story  of  thousands  of 
orphaned  Sudanese  boys  who  sought  refuge 
from  war  by  walking  to  Ethiopia,  and  then  to 
Kenya.  In  2000,  3,800  young  men  began 


arriving  in  the  United  States  to  pursue  new 
lives  and  a  better  future.  R.  Gregory 
Christie’s  paintings  won  the  Coretta  Scott 
King  Illustrator  Honor  Award.  Ages  8  to  10. 

Reminiscent  of  classic  family  stories  by 
Edward  Eager,  Elizabeth  Enright,  and 
Eleanor  Estes,  The  Penderwicks:  A  Summer 
Tale  of  Four  Sisters,  Two  Rabbits,  and  a 
Very  Interesting  Boy,  by  Jeanne  Birdsall, 
was  given  the  2005  National  Book  Award 
for  Young  People’s  Literature.  Ages  9  to  12. 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

^  Joyce  Sidman  combines  science  and  poetry, 
and  Becky  Prange’s  gorgeous  hand-colored 
woodcuts  bring  to  life  the  seasons,  plants,  and 
creatures,  in  the  Caldecott  Honor-winning 
Song  of  the  Water  Boatman  and  Other  Pond 
Poems.  Ages  8  to  10. 

— Children's  Librarian  Pam  Ow 
Eureka  Valley— Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Neighborhood  Stories  &  Lapsits 

Library  patrons  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  at  the 
comer  of  Sanchez  and  Clipper  streets,  has 
offered  space  for  the  Noe  Valley  Library’s 
weekly  programs  for  children.  Lapsits,  for 
newborns  to  3-year-olds,  will  be  held  Tues¬ 
days,  May  2,  9,  23,  and  30,  at  10:30  a.m. 
Preschool  story  time,  for  kids  ages  3  to  5, 
will  be  offered  a  half-hour  later,  at  1 1  a.m. 

Meanwhile,  the  Eureka  Valley  and  other 
local  libraries,  along  with  the  Main  Branch, 
will  continue  their  lapsits,  lectures,  and  spe¬ 
cial  events,  for  both  children  and  adults.  Go 
to  www.sfpl.org  for  complete  listings. 

Branch  Hours 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
3555  16th  St„  355-5616 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 


Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
653  Chenery  St.,  337-4740 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7  1-6  1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 


Sun 


Sun 

1-5 


AVAILABLE  NOW! 

order  autographed  by  Bin  Griffith 
only  from 
Pinhead  Productions 


"If  you  have 
never  seen  a 
Zippy  comic, 
you  have  never 
seen  the  most 
exquisitely 
absurd  strip  of 
the  last  century, 
and  of  what 
there  is  so 
far  of  this  century. 
It’s  beautifully 
drawn,  too." 

-Linda  Godfrey, 
cnb-scene.com 


to  order  online,  go  to: 

www.ziDDvthepinhead.com 

T.  onhr  via  aiM,  tend  $19.95  (+  5.00  =  S24.9S  Mall 

lat-l  ontoc  AM  11.00  riripMif  .  $30.95  Mat 


PO  Box  88 
HadtmaCT  00439 

13S  PSA,  20 1 

8  1/2"  br  11” 


MAKE 
time  for 
READING 


booksellers 


SHOP 

Noe 

VALLEY 


Your  Friendly  Local 
Bookstore 

(in  San  Francisco's  Best  Neighborhood) 


•  •  • 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


IACONI  BOOKS 

A  6,500-square-foot  treasure  trove  of  fabulous  books  and  more; 
an  extensive  selection  of  the  best  in  children’s  literature. 
Books  in  Spanish,  English,  bilingual  titles  and  more. 

Storytime  every  Tuesday  from  11:30  -  noon. 


SPECIAL  EVENTS  IN  MAY: 

Shiraaz  Bhabha,  Illustrator 
Saturday,  May  6th,  2006  /  Time:  11:30  am  to  12:30  pm 
Best  for  children  ages  5  and  up,  but  all  are  welcome! 

Local  artist,  Shiraaz  Bhabha,  will  share  her  first  children’s  book  Closet  Ghosts 
and  teach  children  how  to  make  their  very  own  Ghost  Closet  in  addition  to 
showing  different  techniques  for  creating  their  very  own  works  of  art. 

Marsha  Diane  Arnold,  Author 
Saturday,  May  20,h,  2006  /  Time:  11:30  am  to  12:30  pm 
Children  of  all  ages  welcome. 

Author  of  more  than  8  books  for  children,  award-winning  Marsha  Diane  Arnold 
will  read  from  her  latest  book  Hues  on  the  Wind  and  will  read  some  of  her  other 
wonderful  stories  too. 

Sign  up  to  receive  information  about  upcoming  events: 
miaconi@earthlink.net;  (mention  “events  news”). 

Mondays-Fridays:  9  -  5  /  Saturdays:  Noon  -  5 

970  TENNESSEE  ST  @  20™ ST 

(around  the  block  from  MyGym.) 
in  the  Potrero  Hill  /  Dogpatch  district  of  San  Francisco 

(415)  821-1216 

©  2003  :Neil  Curtis  /  from  original  title  Cat  and  Fish 
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VOCABULARY 

ENHANCEMENT 

Lifetime  Skills  &  Knowledge 
S.A.T.  Preparation 
Verbal  Skills 

WORDRIVER,  INC. 

Dr.  Diana  C.  Kipping 
415*333*4864 


db  visser 

framing 


handmade  custom  frames 
from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 


deirdre  visser  •  4 1 5.647.0370 
www.dbvisser  net/framing 


Si 


ALMOST  INSTiNT  INTGRItftS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zing@mindspring.com 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  f(j  qF  ^ 

1199  Sanchez  Street  P  HOMEOPATHY^ 

(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 

415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


ROBERTSON  Richard 

DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

PHONE  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com 


Susan  Frankel 

Life  Coach 


'I  i* 

“Create  the  life  you’ve  always  dreamed” 

415.282.5242 

susanfrankel@sbcglobal.net 


^ItlE  FURNmJREMAKz^ 
& 

Antique  Repairs 


Leslie  Wills  Fumituremaker 
2415  3rd  Street,  Ste.  242 
By  appointment 

(415)  846-3425 

lwillsfumiture@yahoo.com 


_ 


_ 


newresi 

□lution 

Resolve  disputes  with  a  professional  mediator 

•  Divorce  settlements 

•  Family/visitation  disputes 

•  Property  disputes 

•  Inheritance/estates 

•  Co-parenting 

•  Small  business 

!  1  •  Free  consultation  ' 

Paul  R  Merlyn,  M.A. 

415.378.7003 

contact@newresolution.org  I 

www.newresolution.org  | 

j  j  Member  of  Association  for  Conflict  Resolution  I  Serving  the  Bay  Area  since  2000  | 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


STARLIGHT  ♦  STAR  BRIGHT 

DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 

Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners  -  Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469*9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


grassroots 

^  interior  design  studio 

space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fex  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


v,iv\g  YCIUI'  c 


r\cr 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


: 


One  Stop  Technical  Support  for 
Restaurants  and  Related  Industries 


Ktapop 

Consult! 


DESIGNS  IY  WENDY  l.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


KDI 

katama  development,  inc. 

a  planning  and  land  use 
company  of  former  municipal 
planners  specializing  in  historic 
preservation 

(415)  341-8890 


www.sotapop.arg  415-64  7-0550 


EXPERT  CUSTOM  SEWING 

& 

FABRICS  FOR  INTERIORS 

Slipcovers  &  Upholstery 
Bedding  &  Window  Treatments 
Beds  &  Mattresses 


iEESi® 

415.543.1800 

921  Howard  at  5th  St.,  SF 
Open  M-F  10-6:30  SAT.  12-5 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
$70 


For  More  Info 
5.285.9129 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http:/ / www.speakeasy.org/  -  dmanley 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

Drop  In  Ear  Clinic  11-2  Tues. 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick 
Collins 

Macintosh 
Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune -Ups /Upgrades 

(415) 821-1792 


Linda  G .  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


— >.w 

Alycia  Freeman  m 

415-726-0156  »  ; 

affix@pacbell.net 

www.fixredesign.com  Jp 
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SF  Hauling 

DEBRIS  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  KINDS 
Dirt/Concrete  Removal 
Excavation/Demolition 
Residential/Commercial 
Basement/Garage/Yard  Clean-Up 
Competitive  Rates/Quality  Work 
Environmentally  Conscious 
Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
Insured/Friendly  Service 

sf_hauling@yahoo.com 


€0  0=>  <?0  ess® 


CS 


If  AMES  LOCKSMITH 
33  &  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street  \ 


I 


San  Francisco,  CA  94114  <Q> 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial  'v 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service  '■ 


& 

? 

Mobile  Service 

4  (415)  282-7919 

«S3  0=>  <§□  '^> 


& 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 
Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


_ _ 
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kiaaicy  mis 

Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


All  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

Stale  License  626953 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


ardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods. 

lie.  # 651703 


Call  Michele  School 
(415)  282-1612 


ROBERT'S  m 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


y  y  24  YEARS  NOE  VALLEY 

Barry  Solomon  415.641.5224 


A  FELL 
SERVICE 
COMEAN  V 


u  % 

PLUMBING  SINCE 
1894 

wwH.brighlplumbing.coin 


V 


FPTF.D 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  *  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  »  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION, INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuclianan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 

GUTTERS^ 

SIDINC^Nj 
WINDOWS-, 

DOORS?  "T 


A  San  Francisco 
service  since 
1974 
CA  General 
Contractor  Lie. 
#  302079 


'fcr: 

877-904-2581 


For  a  complete 
inspection 
call:  The 
Robert  Gill  Co. 
Toll  free  -24/7 


jon  poqo 

Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 


•  window  repairs 

>  lock  replacement 

•  electrical  problems 

•  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 


•  light  fixtures 

•  furniture  assembly 
>  hot  water  heaters 

•  PET  LOVER 


Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


THdt 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


E  A  Electric 


Electric  Contracting  Services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432*902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 

TEL:  415-786-4534  •  FAX:  650-355-8370 
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CLASS  ADS 


(•rand  Piano  for  Sale:  Always  wanted  to  own  a 
grand  piano?  Here’s  your  chance.  Come  see  my  Lin- 
deman  five-foot  baby  grand  piano:  about  85  years 
old.  dark  walnut  finish.  Nice  bright  sound,  needs  a 
new  beginning.  $525.  Jerry  Walker,  415-826-1507; 
in  Noe  Valley. 

IHSS  Care  Provider  needed  by  European  fibro¬ 
myalgia  sufferer.  Ray,  415-970-0770. 

Self-Defense  and  Physical  Fitness  Training.  For 

men,  women,  and  youth.  Light-contact  training  and 
punch-mitt  workouts.  In  your  home  or  at  the  gym. 
Licensed  and  certified  professional  boxing  trainer. 
Rob:  877-904-2581. 


Office  Services:  Assistant,  data  entry,  bookkeeping 
projects,  organizing,  etc.  Reasonable  rates.  Helene: 
415-346-5984;  cell:  415-515-2237. 

Home  Business  Opportunity.  High  cost  of  living 
in  the  Bay  Area  getting  to  you?  www.DontWorry 
SlartLiving.com. 

AuPairCare:  Reliable,  affordable  live-in  child¬ 
care.  AuPairCare  provides  families  with  a  depend¬ 
able,  personalized  childcare  solution  by  matching 
each  family  with  a  carefully  screened  and  experi¬ 
enced  au  pair.  A  surprisingly  affordable  option.  Call 
415-206-9094.  or  visit  www.aupaircare.com. 

Need  Professional  Portrait  or  product  photogra¬ 
phy  work?  Hire  award-winning  visual  storytellers 
now.  Call  Carol  at  4 1 5-495- 1 86 1 .  Get  a  I imited  20  per¬ 
cent  discount  offer.  Mention  promotion  code  cine- 1 . 

Beginning  Mosaic  Workshops  with  longtime 
Potrero  Hill  artist.  Create  a  mosaic  stepping  stone: 
original,  permanent  art  for  your  garden.  Or  your  mom ! 
All  materials  provided.  Visit  www.jonieisen.com  or 
call  415-648-6740. 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Twenty-two 
years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  maintenance, 
lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planting.  Call  Jorge 
at  4 1 5-826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remember,  this  is 
pruning  time. 

What  Can  Hypnosis  Do?  Relieve  stress,  calm  anx¬ 
iety,  ease  chronic  pain,  overcome  fears,  improve 
sleep,  control  habits,  help  to  reach  goals,  and  real¬ 
ize  success.  Beverly  Williams,  415-786-6078  or 
415-648-7524. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting:  Offering  gentle,  al¬ 
ternative  care  for  your  beloved  pets,  and  peace  of 
mind  when  you  are  away.  Pet  medications  are  my 
specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco 
pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn.  415-920-1973. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  4 15-695-7924. 

Health  Addicts  Unlimited.  Welcome  to  our  sup¬ 
port  group.  Our  focus  is  taking  a  preventative  ap¬ 
proach  to  staying  physically  and  mentally  fit,  along 
with  social  interaction  and  friendship.  415-51 6-0570. 

Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com;  415- 
643-3333. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40^  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 


Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren’t  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing,  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman’s  Touch,  415-517-4013. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can’t  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  M.A., 
L.M.F.T.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.PersonalChange.org. 

Urban  Garden  Design.  Create  an  oasis  of  beauty 
and  enjoyment  using  California  native  plants  and 
ecologically-sound  landscape  design.  Peigi  Duvall, 
650-704-3926;  visit  www.indigdesign.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles,  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com 

Supportive  Therapist  Marianne  LaRuffa,  M.F.T., 
with  20-plus  years  experience  working  with  seniors, 
adult  children  of  aging  parents,  families,  and  ado¬ 
lescents.  Noe  Valley.  Sliding  scale.  415-637-5815. 

Hardworking!  We  clean  homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments,  kitchens,  baths,  windows,  floors,  stoves, 
blinds,  refrigerators,  walls,  ovens;  move-in  and  out, 
and  carpet  cleaning.  We  are  professional,  reasonably 
priced,  trustworthy.  We  have  references  and  expe¬ 
rience.  Free  estimate.  Please  call  650-27 1-6173,  and 
leave  a  message  for  Leila  or  Silvane. 

Gardening:  The  sun  will  shine!  I  can  help  you  plant 
for  summer — flowers  and  vegetables,  general  main¬ 
tenance  and  design.  Call  Carla  at  415-531-8205. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(max).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend, 
$375.  Seven  nights,  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http:// home. earrhlink.net/~springmount/. 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out¬ 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 


Dr.  Robert  David  Schenck,  Ph.D.  California-li¬ 
censed  clinical  psychologist  (PS Y 1 998 1 ).  New 
York-licensed  clinical  psychologist  (3587).  You  can 
learn  to  be  the  master  of  your  mind.  Psychoana¬ 
lyst/psychotherapist,  35-plus  years  experience  help¬ 
ing  clients  overcome  bad  habits  of  mind.  Why  not 
invest  in  yourself  to  achieve  greater  satisfaction  and 
joy  in  living?  Medicare,  Medi-Cal,  sliding  scale. 
300  Brannan  Street,  Suite  204.  415-904-8087. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  or  $12  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-1 117. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent!  www.mvstudybuddv.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 


Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  fix  problems! 
25  years  experience.  Software/hardware  consulting; 
set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you.  Can  work  with 
individuals,  small/medium  businesses,  or  profes¬ 
sionals.  Patience  with  non  technical  folks  a  spe¬ 
cialty.  Rob,  415-244-3305.  At  your  service! 
www.SFComputech.com. 

Picture  Framer:  Affordable  framing  and  mat-cut- 
ting.  Bernal  Heights.  50  to  70  percent  less  than  any¬ 
one  in  the  city.  Phone  for  price.  Douglas  Elliott,  Mu¬ 
seum  Standard  Framing,  415-550-9248. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people)  retired  Noe  Valley  resident.  Lucy, 
415-282-3676. 

Ignite  Your  Life!  Drop-in  experiential  personal 
growth  workshop.  Leam  practical  ways  to  fully  live 
your  life.  March  25,  April  22,  May  27.  12:00  p.m. 
$30  per  Saturday.  Kathleen  Dunbar,  M.F.T.  415- 
668-5130;  Denise  Martini,  C.H.T.  415-641-9633. 


Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina  Garza,  4 15-269-7507.  Over  10  years  of 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor’s  and  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Enjoy  Art?  G  Gallery  Is  Open!  Located  at  148 
Precita  Ave.,  94110.  415-824-2489.  Gallery  hours 
4  to  6  p.m.,  Wednesday  through  Friday:  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  noon  to  5  p.m.  or  by  appointment.  To 
purchase  online:  www.ggallery.biz.  Original  art  and 
prints.  Credit  cards  accepted. 

Bill’s  Errands:  Retired  businessman  can  drive  you 
to  doctor  appointments,  grocery  shopping,  errands. 
10  years  experience.  Reliable,  friendly,  outstanding 
references.  $20  per  hour;  two-hour  minimum.  Bill, 
415-826-3613. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue, 
4 1 5-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Kitchens-Kitchens-Kitchens.  Make  your  kitchen 
a  work  of  art.  Let  an  experienced  installer  give  you 
an  award-winning  experience.  Since  1980.  Lie. 
#403734.  Noel  Commins,  415-239-1353. 

Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Thoughtful,  Practical,  and  Insightful  short-  and 
long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  suc¬ 
cessful  and  satisfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  life 
changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality,  loss.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  couples.  On  24th  Street.  Katrina  Child, 
M.A..  M.F.T.  www.katrinachild.com;  415-255-3279. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Perfect 
for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  415-970-8 177;  www.bemyguestsf.com. 


Garden  Consultations:  Want  to  do  it  yourself  but 
don’t  know  how?  With  25-plus  years  experience,  I 
can  answer  questions  and  point  you  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection.  Design  from  scratch,  renovate,  reduce 
maintenance,  leam  organic  techniques,  etc.  I’ll  help 
you  make  wise,  economical  choices  which  yield 
beautiful  results.  Call  415-252-0566. 

Piano  and  Keyboard  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  the  Mission.  24  years  teaching  experience: 
all  levels  and  all  ages.  This  is  the  year  to  leam  the 
Chopin  and  Joplin  you’ve  always  loved.  Lessons 
given  in  your  home  at  your  own  piano,  where  you 
really  enjoy  learning.  Marv  Hiemstra,  415-826- 
4485;  drollmarv@aol.com. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal  (flat  rate  guaranteed).  HTML  coding. 
Competitive  rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs, 
and  can  work  with  non-technical  individuals.  Ref¬ 
erences.  John,  415-586-2333. 

PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint,  Publisher,  Internet  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and 
a  half  hours  for  $45.  cfebcom@sbcglobal.net;  415- 
820-1670. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Housecleaning.  Reasonable  prices,  professional 
touch.  References  and  experience.  Free  estimate. 
Aurea  Maria,  650-992-9102. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  All  phases  of  construction, 
from  foundation  to  finish.  Quality  work  from  start 
to  finish.  No  job  is  too  small  or  too  big.  Extensive 
list  of  happy  clients  in  Noe  Valley.  Call  Darrin  at 
415-672-2509. 

Paris  Lovers!  Try  our  lovely  one-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  Ninth  Arrondissement.  Sleeps  four.  Steps 
to  Montmartre  or  opera.  Call  415-282-8912; 
www.clmoscrip4114@cs.com. 


Loans4Less.com.  877-981-5626.  Purchase  and  re¬ 
finance  home  loans. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming  stu¬ 
dio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choices. 
Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level).  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JimDiDL@aol.com ; 
wwn’.vacationrentals.comlvacation-rentalsl 10961  .html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
“A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household.”  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310, 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LGBT.  Carol 
Gould,  L.M.F.T.  #32364.  415-826-5435. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmahan@earthlink.com  or 
648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  M.I.T.  and 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumnus. 


The 


Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co. 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts  * 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.- 6:30  p.m.  > 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
[r r\Wk'  415-821-099’^^^^^ 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


where  culture  and  hair  come  together 


Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straighten©! 
Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straighten&r  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only  j 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you  j 

1599  Dolores  St.  I 
at  29th  St.  I 
415.550.1656  j 
and  I 

211  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market  j 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days 

www.halrplay.com 
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Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  641-5224. 

House  to  Rent,  104  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415- 
647-8216.  http:llvrbo.eom/2 1 1 25 . 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  V'alley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 


Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet,  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8410. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Expert  Tree  and  Garden  Care:  Tree  planting, 
pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design,  renovation, 
restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly  scheduled 
general  property  and  garden  maintenance.  Irrigation 
and  lighting  systems  installation  and  repair.  Yard 
cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
Strong  attention  to  detail  and  customer  service.  15 
years  experience.  References  available.  Call  David 
at  4 15-846-7581 ;  http:llwww.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  and  organizing 
service.  Only  use  non-toxic  products.  Since  1997. 
Free  estimate.  Call  Simone,  415-806-7877. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  buildings,  storage  ar¬ 
eas,  and  much  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your 
garage  or  storage?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free 
estimates.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle,  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation,  415-550-0658;  www.shipshape.com. 

Affordable,  Experienced  Therapist.  I  have  18 
years  broad  experience.  Interactive,  intelligent, 
playful,  direct  style.  Adults,  couples,  children,  fam¬ 
ilies,  LGBTQ.  Castro  at  24th  Street.  Carla  Durkin, 
415-255-6394. 

Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall,  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 


CLASS  ADS 


Got  Tests?  The  Testing  Coach  can  help!  Featured 
in  the  S.F.  Chronicle.  Tutoring,  (small  group)  work¬ 
shops.  Learning  styles,  anxiety  reduction,  nutri¬ 
tional  preparation,  and  strategies  for  SAT-1,  ACT, 
GMAT,  GRE,  PSAT,  CBEST,  etc.  Also  speed  read¬ 
ing  and  learning  skills.  Outstanding  results.  Call 
Norman  Prince  at  415-821-6595. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional  and  reasonably  priced.  Thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 

Valley  Painting.  Residential/commercial.  License 
#726782.415-225-7236. 

I’d  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you.  Anywhere  you  want 
to  go.  Presently  driving  retired  woman  from  Her¬ 
itage  Retirement  Home.  Caring,  patient.  All  ages 
welcome.  Professional;  personal  references  avail¬ 
able.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and  time  frame.  All 
hours,  day  and  night.  $  1 8  per  hour.  Marlene,  415- 
515-9248:415-641-5203. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
yourexact  needs.  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meals  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.flourgirichef.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it’s  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 


Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private  practice 
in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive.  Specializa¬ 
tions  include  parenting,  child  custody,  bipolar  dis¬ 
order,  alternative  families,  sexual  abuse  issues,  and 
recovery  from  eating  disorders  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency.  Audrey  Adelson,  L.C.S.W.  #lcs  15293. 
415-260-0337. 

Your  Trees  are  part  of  your  investment,  and  part  of 
your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
certified  arborist.  Free  estimates.  Licensed  and  in¬ 
sured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  #829012. 


Noe  Valley 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 


Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  and  audio,  video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene’s  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy. ..and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and 
Saturday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done 
on-site.  “Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a  try,"  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  415- 
377-1258. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Growsgreen  Landscape  offers  custom  garden  de¬ 
signs.  www.growsgreen.com;  415-336-9829. 

Let’s  Unpack  Your  Baggage  Together.  Warm, 
open,  intuitive  psychotherapist  with  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  welcomes  you  to  her  practice.  Focus  on 
mind/body  connection  and  creating  a  safe  place  for 
healing.  It  would  be  an  honor  to  work  with  you. 
Valarie  Eilert,  M.F.T.,  2030  Fillmore  Street,  San 
Francisco.  415-364-3004. 


Somatic  (Body-Oriented)  Counseling.  Have  you 
done  a  lot  of  work  on  yourself  but  still  find  it  hard 
to  do  things  differently?  This  experiential  work, 
based  in  mindfulness,  has  the  potential  to  actualize 
the  changes  you  want!  Call  Denise,  certified  Hako- 
mi  therapist,  415-641-9633. 

Beautiful,  Quiet  Garden  Flat,  fully  furnished, 
every  amenity.  For  short-term  rental,  two  weeks  to 
a  few  months.  Private  entry,  telephone.  Perfect  for 
one  ortwo  people,  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com ; 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  415-821-4872. 

Shiatsu  Massage:  Try  something  new!  Healing  and 
relaxing  bodywork  here  in  Noe  Valley.  One-hour 
massage,  $60;  90  minutes,  $85.  Call  Tifphanie  at 
415-205-5336.  One-hour  Reiki  sessions  also  avail¬ 
able.  Mention  this  ad  and  receive  $10  off  your  first 
session. 

Del  Santo  Floor  Waxing  Co.  Wood  floors  and  vin¬ 
tage  tile.  25  years  in  business  in  Noe  Valley.  415- 
550-1142. 

ZeZe  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication  you  can  see. 
Call  us  for  a  free  estimate.  Kyle,  650-290-1353. 

Professional  Gardener,  native  plant  consultant 
specializing  in  low-maintenance,  drought-tolerant 
landscapes.  Strong  sense  of  design  and  immense 
knowledge  of  plants.  Experienced  in  irrigation, 
lighting,  stonework;  have  references.  Visit  www. 
ceanothusgardens.com.  Call  James  Wilson,  415- 
933-8640. 

Tutoring.  Helping  students  with  dyslexia  and  oth¬ 
er  learning  challenges  succeed  in  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  and  math  using  multisensory  methods. 
Pranita  Patel — elementary  Montessori  teacher 
trained  in  Lindamood  Bell.  4 1 5-824-7375  or  e-mail 
Pranita.Patel@gmail.com. 

Dog  Walking,  Pet  Sitting  service  for  dogs,  cats, 
birds,  exotics.  Broad  background  and  experience 
with  all  types  of  pets.  Reliable.  Reasonable  rates. 
Call  Jeff,  415-863-8448. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  400  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  June 
2006  issue,  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  June  2. 

The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
May  15,  2006.  The  Class  Ads  are 
printed  in  the  newspaper  edition 
and  then  displayed  for  one  month 
on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

has  news  and  photos  from  the 
current  issue,  and  searchable 
archives  dating  back  to  1996. 


www.noevalleyvoice.com 
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Linda 


Linda  Gordon  was  the  BEST  of  the  four  real  estate 
agents  that  we  interviewed  We  had  recommendations 
from  friends  on  all  of  the  agents.  But  we  were  convinced 
that  when  time  came  to  buy  our  home  that  none  were 
BETTER  than  Linda  in  San  Francisco.  Her  passion, 
intelligence,  organizational  ability  and  sheer  will  power 
are  all  head  and  shoulders  above  others  we  saw.  We  had 
a  very  short  time  to  get  our  pre-qualification,  appraisal 
and  bid  in  on  our  house.  Linda  managed  everything  like 
a  symphony  conductor.  She  advised  us  on  pricing  and 
spent  time  making  sure  we  understood  the  contracts 
and  financing  options  as  well. 

We  are  convinced  her  energy,  knowledge  of  the  market 
and  drive  to  get  things  done  and  get  them  done  right 
are  what  got  us  our  dream  house. 

We  learned  working  with  Linda  she  knows  her  stuff! 

She  organized  everything  for  us  and  made  the  process 
happen!  Ait  we  had  to  do  was  follow  her  instructions, 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE  BEST  to  represent  you  when  you 
buy  or  sell  your  home,  GET  LINDA  AND  YOU  WILL 
HAVE  THE  BEST! 
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555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


As  unique  as  San  Francisco  itself 
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REAL  ESTATE 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Kroger  Kaput! 

By  Mazook 

BELLS  ARE  RINGING  in  Downtown 
Noe  Valley.  Although  nobody  will  con¬ 
firm  or  deny  it,  there  is  quite  a  bit  of  ev¬ 
idence  that  the  chain  which  owns  Bell 
Market  will  be  leaving  Noe  Valley  soon. 
Bye  bye,  Kroger.  Bye  bye,  Ralphs. 

In  April,  Bell’s  customers  started  see¬ 
ing  small  signs  of  a  change,  like  no  more 
Ralphs  trucks  rolling  in,  no  monitor  in  the 
parking  lot,  fresher  produce  (try  the  or¬ 
ganic  asparagus),  reorders  promised  for 
items  like  Heinz  Steak  Sauce,  liquidation 
prices  on  Kroger  brand  products,  and,  of 
course,  a  quick  refill  on  the  bin  of  choco¬ 
late  malted-milk  balls. 

And  there  were  big  things,  too,  like  the 
workers  at  the  store  finding  out  from  their 
union  that  negotiations  were  under  way 
with  the  parties  purchasing  the  store. 

And  then  there  was  the  late  April  lunch 
meeting  between  our  District  8  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty  and  Harley  Delano.  Delano, 
as  you  Rumors  regulars  know,  is  heading 
a  group  that  is  trying  to  buy  our  Bell  and 
the  Cala  in  Eureka  Valley,  among  other 
Cala/Bell  stores.  Interestingly,  Delano  was 
part  of  the  group  that  sold  our  market  to 
Kroger  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 

Supervisor  Dufty  confirmed  that  “after 
constantly  calling  Ralphs/Kroger  people 
in  Southern  California,  finally  they  gave 
approval  for  and  put  me  in  touch  with  Mr. 
Delano  for  a  meeting.” 

Says  Dufty:  “I  really  can’t  say  too 


much  about  it,  and  Mr.  Delano  has  con¬ 
tractual  confidentiality  agreements,  but  1 
know  that  his  group  is  currently  negoti¬ 
ating  with  the  store  workers’  union,  and 
both  sides  are  optimistic.” 

Dufty  adds  that  he  was  quite  impressed 
with  Mr.  Delano.  “He  seemed  very  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  taking  over  these  stores 
[again],  and  told  me  he  wants  the  luster 
of  Bell  Markets  brought  back.  He  also 
seemed  very  supportive  of  organic  foods 
and  quality  brands,  and  I  learned  at  lunch 
that  he  is  a  vegetarian.” 

Perhaps  it  is  no  coincidence  that  Dufty 
is  co-sponsoring  (with  Supervisor  Fiona 
Ma)  a  measure  to  require  any  new  gro¬ 
cery  store  owner  in  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  to  continue  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  existing  store  workers  for  90  days 
after  the  store  changes  hands.  That  mea¬ 
sure  may  have  passed  the  Board  of  Supes 
by  the  time  you  read  this. 

As  for  Bell’s  new  ownership,  look  for 
notices  to  be  posted  at  the  entrance  soon. 

a  a  a 

WHEN  THE  STARS  MAKE  YOU 
DROOL  JUST  LIKE  PASTA  FAZOOL: 
Downtown  Upper  Noe  Valley  was  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  Amanda  Berne’s  “The  Inside 
Scoop”  column  in  the  Food  Section  of  the 
Chronicle ,  which  duly  scooped  Rumors 
on  April  26  with  the  headline  “Italian  Re¬ 
naissance  Hits  Noe  Valley.” 

Beme  wrote:  “My  dogs  are  still  bark¬ 
ing  from  my  recent  treasure  hunt — I 
mean.  Scoop  reporting — tracking  down 
all  the  new  happenings  in  San  Francisco’s 
Noe  Valley.”  This  treasure  hunt  uncov¬ 
ered  three  new  restaurants  at  the  Church 
Street  end  of  Upper  Noe  Valley. 

“It  was  the  most  fun  column  I’ve  done 
in  a  while,”  Beme  says.  “I  got  out  of  the 
office  and  pounded  the  pavement  to  find 
out  what  was  going  on.” 

Berne  says  her  interest  was  piqued 
when  she  got  so  much  response  to  her  sto¬ 
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^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

-^Broiled  Salmon  Burritus  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  MOLE^f 
-¥•  Wonderful  Enchilahas  ¥  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  ¥ 
Cactus  Burritus  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  v 
¥  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  ■¥■ 

Great  TAI'US  -¥■  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

GAecAs  /A'  Gut  y^am  — 
Afiar  tA&  SAtrst  AA/uu// 

v  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


ry  about  a  new  restaurant  on  30th  Street, 
where  Verona  used  to  be.  (See  La  Ciccia, 
in  this  month’s  Store  Trek,  page  37.) 

Then,  all  of  a  sudden,  “people  were 
calling  me  and  sending  me  e-mails,  ask¬ 
ing  me  what  kind  of  restaurant  was  going 
to  open  in  the  Mikeytom  space,  or  what 
was  going  to  happen  to  Yianni’s,  or  what 
kind  of  French  restaurant  was  going  to 
open  where  Long  Island  used  to  be,  and 
who  was  taking  over  Hungry  Joe’s.” 

Three  of  those  items  had  been  teased 
in  April’s  Rumors,  but  Berne’s  research 
turned  up  some  additional  details,  partic¬ 
ularly  about  the  former  Mikeytom  Mar¬ 
ket  space  at  the  comer  of  Church  and  Day 
streets.  She  reports  that  Roy  Lui  and  Fil¬ 
ip  Yip  plan  to  open  a  CalifomWAsian 
restaurant  in  July.  The  restaurant’s  name 
is  still  under  consideration,  but  the  chef 
will  be  Alex  Placencia,  who  previously 
worked  at  the  Nectar  Wine  Lounge,  Col- 
ibri  Mexican  Bistro,  and  the  U  Street 
Lounge  on  Union  Street. 

As  for  Long  Island,  the  Voice  has  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  new  French  restaurant  is 
going  to  be  called  Bistro  1689 — the  ad¬ 
dress  is  1689  Church  Street — and  the  chef 
will  be  Christopher  Pastena,  formerly  of 
Bruno’s  on  Mission  Street  and  the  East- 
side  West  supper  club  on  Fillmore  Street. 

We  also  talked  to  the  two  brothers  who 
will  be  taking  over  Hungry  Joe’s,  the 
small  cafe  across  the  street  from  Mikey¬ 
tom  (1748  Church  Street).  Eddie  Naser 
and  his  younger  brother  Kamal,  who  are 
part-owners  of  the  Grind  on  Haight  Street, 
say  they  will  rename  the  diner  and  call  it 
Toast.  They’ll  keep  serving  bacon-and- 
egg  breakfasts  and  sandwiches  for  lunch 
every  day,  but  plan  to  expand  the  menu 
and  add  some  hearty  salads. 

“We  are  famous  over  on  Haight  Street 
for  our  Caesar  salads  with  chicken  and  for 
our  hamburgers,  so  we  will  bring  them  to 
Noe  Valley,”  says  Eddie  Naser,  who  used 
to  live  in  Noe  and  is  happy  to  be  back  in 


the  neighborhood.  The  brothers  plan  to 
open  in  June,  after  giving  the  diner  a 
facelift  and  a  brand  new  kitchen. 

The  Yianni  story  is  coming  to  us  piece¬ 
meal.  One  thing  we’re  sure  of:  Yianni’s 
Greek  restaurant,  on  Church  Street  near 
29th  for  the  past  4 1/2  years,  is  now  closed. 
And  according  to  Beme,  a  new  restaurant 
called  Joey  and  Eddy’s  Seafood  (owned 
by  Joseph  Manzare)  will  be  taking  Yian¬ 
ni’s  place  in  the  near  future. 

If  all  these  eateries  succeed,  where  will 
people  park?  I  guess  the  answer  is  for  us 
locals  to  walk  (or  ride  the  J).  That  way, 
we  can  eat  more  toast. 
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BALAT  LIKES  ICE  CREAM:  The 
April  shock  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley  was 
the  abrupt  closing  of  Isabella’s  Dessert 
and  Ice  Cream  Cafe,  after  four  years  at 
Castro  and  24th  Street.  However,  the 
good  news  is  that  ice  cream  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  drip  at  that  comer.  (Before  Isabel¬ 
la’s,  the  place  was  Rory’s  Twisted  Scoop 
for  15  years,  and  before  that.  Bud’s  Ice 
Cream,  the  pride  of  local  creameries.) 

Isabella’s  owner,  Ray  Baluyot,  has  sold 
the  cafe  to  Rami  Balat,  who  says  he  wants 
to  surprise  the  neighborhood  with  the  new 
shop’s  fare.  However,  Balat  tells  us  the 
menu  will  include  his  favorite,  Mitchell’s 
Ice  Cream.  Twenty-five-year-old  Rami 
Balat  currently  works  with  his  father, 
Karim  Balat,  at  the  venerable  Noe  Valley 
Deli,  on  24th  near  Sanchez. 

Rami  says  he  is  respectful  of  the  Bud’s 

tradition.  “That  comer,”  he  says,  “needs 

some  care,  which  I  want  to  give.” 

» 
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WANDERLUST:  Noe  Valley  is  losing 
its  only  full-service  travel  agency,  Value 
Vacation,  which  has  been  headquartered 
at  the  comer  of  Sanchez  and  23rd  for  the 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


San  Francisco 

AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART>  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  4  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  4  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  4  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 
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State  of  California 

LICENSED 
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INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 
Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 
Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

■  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

■  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 
1  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

1  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
1  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 
1  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 
1  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 
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OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only"  Stations 


FREE 


SMOG  INSPECTION  i  BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
i  INSPECTION  ($56  Value) 
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past  six  years.  The  business  was  former¬ 
ly  known  as  Dirt  Cheap  Travel,  founded 
26  years  ago  at  23rd  and  Vicksburg. 

Owner  and  26th  Street  resident  Ellen 
Clark  says  the  corner  building  was  sold 
at  the  end  of  last  year.  The  new  owners 
are  planning  to  do  something  with  the 
space,  and  she  has  to  move  the  business. 

But  Clark  will  still  be  making  reserva¬ 
tions  for  us  jet-setters.  “I  am  moving  the 
travel  agency  to  the  Lakeshore  District  in 
Oakland,  but  I'll  still  be  living  here  in  Noe 
Valley.  I  can  do  a  lot  from  home  or  meet 
with  my  clients  in  their  homes  with  my 
laptop,”  she  says. 

“I  am  a  vacation  destination  specialist, 
so  I  do  high-end  travel  plans,  and  cur¬ 
rently  meet  clients  not  only  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  but  many  clients  who  live  in  the  East 
Bay,”  Clark  adds.  “I  work  in  a  virtual 
world,  so  I  don't  need  to  cross  the  Bay 
Bridge  that  often.  However,  to  maintain 
I ATA  ticketing  status,  I  must  have  a  phys¬ 
ical  office.” 

s  ®  s 

BETHANY  NOT  TRAVELING:  To  the 
relief  of  many,  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  going  to  sell  its  building  on 
Sanchez  at  Clipper.  Rather,  the  building 
will  be  remodeled.  Also.,  the  people  in 
charge  will  be  selling  the  land  at  Market 
and  Noe  streets,  where  the  church  had 
originally  planned  to  move.  Pastor  Nobu 
Hanaoka  will  be  taking  a  leave  and  going 
on  sabbatical  at  the  end  of  June. 

ass 

EYE  ON  THE  NABE:  Noe  Valley  will 
be  the  lucky  neighborhood  featured  on 
the  CBS  Channel  5  (KPIX)  “Eye  on  the 


Bay”  show  on  Friday,  May  12,  at  7  p.m., 
with  a  repeat  broadcast  on  Saturday,  May 
13,  at  9:30  a.m. 

Show  host  Liam  Mayclem  was  out  on 
24th  Street  in  April,  interviewing  Voice 
co-publisher  Sally  Smith  and  chatting 
with  many  other  locals  about  the  charms 
of  our  urban  village.  Mayclem,  who  has 
lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  12  years,  says  he’s 
excited  about  finally  getting  a  chance  to 
spotlight  his  own  neighborhood. 

“Noe  Valley’s  my  home  and  sanctuary, 
and  I  wanted  to  show  off  my  favorite 
places,  like  Bliss  Bar,  Savor,  Streetlight 
where  I  buy  my  music,  and  Phoenix 
where  I  buy  my  books.  It’s  also  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  me  to  put  my  friends  and 
neighbors  on  the  telly,”  he  laughs. 

By  the  way,  Mayclem,  37,  is  an  Irish¬ 
man  with  an  English  accent,  “since  my 
parents  are  Irish  and  I  lived  in  Northern 
Ireland — in  Omagh,  not  too  far  from 
Belfast — most  of  my  life,  but  I  was  bom 
in  London.” 

Sounds  like  a  perfect  Noe  Valleyan. 

s  s  s 

OTHER  LOCAL  TALENT:  On  March 
24,  Noe  Valley  poet  Kim  Shuck  graced 
the  crowd  at  Cover  to  Cover  bookstore 
with  readings  from  Smuggling  Cherokee, 
a  book  of  poems  that  has  already  won  two 
awards:  the  Diane  Decorah  Award  for  Po¬ 
etry  and  the  Native  Writers  Circle  of  the 
Americas  First  Book  Award. 

Shuck  is  the  daughter  of  Rose  and  Ed 
Shuck  (owners  of  Noevalley.com)  and  a 
graduate  in  1969  of  the  first  class  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Nursery  School.  Kim  also 
went  to  local  schools  Alvarado,  Everett, 
Lick-Wilmerding,  and  San  Francisco 
State,  where  she  became  a  lecturer  in  Na¬ 
tive  American  studies.  Later,  she  got  a 
master  of  fine  arts  degree  in  weaving. 

“I  really  enjoyed  reading  at  Cover  to 
Cover,”  says  Kim,  “since  I  remember  go¬ 
ing  to  Books  Plus  [Cover  to  Cover’s  pre¬ 
decessor]  in  the  very  early  1970s  and 


reading  poetry  there.  I  also  used  to  go 
across  the  street  to  the  Wooly  Mammoth 
and  run  my  fingers  through  all  the  yarn 
and  then  walk  up  to  Plate's  Bakery  for 
some  cookies.” 

Kim,  who  lives  on  Eureka  Street,  says 
her  favorite  poem  in  the  book  is  “Home 
Song,”  but  she  thinks  you  all  will  espe¬ 
cially  like  “The  Roots  of  This.”  You  can 
pick  up  a  copy  at  Cover  to  Cover  for 
$12.95. 

s  s  s 

REBIRTH  OF  BRADLEY:  Speaking  of 
the  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School,  it  seems 
that  certain  preschool  parents  are  return¬ 
ing  to  a  time-tested  childbirth  approach. 

Lamaze  is  out  and  Bradley  is  in,  say 
Ginger  Basharat  and  Georgia  Rue,  two 
moms  at  the  parent  co-op  nursery  school 
who  are  (independently  )  teaching  classes 
in  the  Bradley  Method,  the  natural  child¬ 
birth  method  first  popularized  in  the 
1940s  by  ob-gyn  Robert  A.  Bradley. 

What’s  different  about  Bradley?  “With 
Lamaze,  you  distract  yourself  from  the 
pain  through  breathing  and  having  a  fo¬ 
cal  point.  The  breathing  is  very  much  in 
the  chest,  with  different  panting  patterns,” 
says  Bisharat.  “We  do  abdominal  breath¬ 
ing  in  the  Bradley  Method,  which  is  more 
relaxing.” 

Bisharat  says  the  Bradley  course, 
which  is  12  sessions  long,  takes  moms- 
to-be  through  tips  on  nutrition,  exercise, 
physiology,  and  postpartum  care.  “But 
another  big  thing  is  the  importance  of  the 
father,  husband,  or  partner  acting  as  the 
mom’s  primary  labor  support,  someone 
she  knows  and  trusts  to  help  her  through 
the  whole  process.” 

She  says  the  two  instructors  will  be 
glad  to  answer  more  questions.  Call 
Bisharat  at  563- 1 477  or  Rue  at  2 1 6-3958. 

Or  you  could  stop  by  the  nursery  school 
at  1021  Sanchez  Street.  While  you’re 
there,  say  hi  to  longtime  nursery  school 
director  Nina  Youkelson.  She’ll  be  retir¬ 


ing  in  June.  Bisharat  says  the  parent  co¬ 
op  has  settled  on  a  replacement,  but  they 
haven’t  made  the  person  an  offer  yet,  so 
the  moms  are  keeping  quiet  about  who’s 
going  to  try  to  step  into  Youkelson’s  sto¬ 
ried  shoes. 

&  S  K 

ANSWERS,  PLEASE:  As  promised, 
here  are  the  answers  to  last  month’s  Noe 
Valley  history  quiz: 

♦  Rite  Aid  is  located  where  Surf  Super 
Market  once  was. 

t  The  town  of  Shufat  in  Jordan  is  the 
birthplace  of  Shufat  Market’s  owner, 
Omar  Kamal. 

I  The  East  &  West  of  Castro  Street  Im¬ 
provement  Club  began  in  1904. 

I  Claire  Pilcher  was  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley’s  first  president. 

^  Douglass  Park  was  once  a  stone  quar¬ 
ry- 

♦  The  End  of  the  Line  was  a  bar,  in  the 
spot  where  La  Ciccia  is  now. 

I  San  Francisco’s  second  steepest  hill 
is  22nd  Street  between  Church  and  Vicks¬ 
burg. 

I  Panos’  was  a  restaurant  on  the  comer 
of  24th  and  Noe,  where  Pasta  Pomodoro 
is  now. 

♦  The  cable  car  bam  was  remodeled 
into  Little  Bell  Market  and  then  into  our 
Walgreen’s  (Castro  near  Jersey).  And — 
my  bad — the  street  south,  not  north,  of 
Army  Street  (Cesar  Chavez)  used  to  be 
called  Navy  Street. 

S  S  ® 

THOUGH  I’VE  BEEN  BAD,  and  a  little 
verbose  lately,  my  editors  at  this  paper 
have  put  the  report  on  global  warming  I 
commissioned  from  the  Noe  Valley  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Investigation  (N  VBI)  in  my  April 
’06  column  online.  To  read  it,  go  to  www 
.noevalleyvoice.com  and  type  “Hugh  R. 
Fludded”  after  clicking  on  Search. 

That’s  30.  ■ 


£r  Home  1 23  Corporation.  CA  Licensed  by  the  Department  of  Corporations  under  the  California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending  Act 

All  loans  subject  to  underwriting  approval,  including  credit  and  property  approval  Loan  products  available  may  vary  by  state  Not  all 
borrowers  will  qualify  Not  a  commitment  to  lend  Terms  and  programs  sub|ect  to  change  without  notice  For  some  loan  products,  mini 
mum  loan  amount  is  $50.000vHome  equity  loan  products  may  involve  appraisal,  title  search,  and  other  fees,  but  costs  nothing  to  obtain 
details  or  apply  Equal  opportunity  lender 


We  can  help  you  find  the 
best  available  mortgage. 

0  Top  Ten  National  Mortgage  Lender 
0  Low  and  no  down  payment  programs 
EJ  Competitive  rates 
0  A  streamlined,  convenient  process 

Homei23 

Cutting  through  the  loan  clutter 

201  Mission  Street,  Suite  1300 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 05 

Phone:  4 1 5.543.  i  59 1  •  Toll  Free:  866.242.5237 
www.SanFran.Home  1 23.com 


Safe  Medicine  Disposal  Days 

Safer  for  your  family,  the  Bay  and  Pacific  Ocean! 

Please  bring  your  expired  or  unwanted  medications 
to  these  Walgreens  locations*  on  May  19-20,  2006, 
between  10  AM- 2  PM:  ,,  D  .  .  __  , 

25  Point  Lobos  @  Geary  Blvd. 

3201  Divisadero  Street  @  Lombard  Street 
3601  California  Street  @  Spruce  Street 
1 344  Stockton  Street  @  Broadway  Street 
1 750  Noriega  Street  @  24th  Avenue 
1 99  Parnassus  Avenue  @  Stanyan  Street 
1899  Fillmore  Street  @  Bush  Street 
825  Market  Street  @  4th  Street 
1333  Castro  Street  @  24th.  Street 
2550  Ocean  Avenue  @  junipero  Serra  Blvd. 
1 189  Potrero  Avenue  <®  24th  Street 
5300  3rd  Street  @  Van  Dyke  Street 
965  Geneva  Avenue  @  London  Street 

*Please  note  that  these  and  all  other  Walgreens 
do  not  normally  accept  unwanted  or  expired 
medications.  The  Walgreens  listed  will  only  take 
your  medicines  on  May  19  &  20,  2006. 


Please  don't  prescribe 
unwanted  medications  to 
me  and  the  environment! 


For  more  information  on 
locations  and  hours,  please  call 
1  -888-BayWise  (229-9473)  or 
visit:  www.baywise.info 
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Celebrate! 


J 


oin  the  US  Small  Business  Administration  and  the  San  Francisco 
Small  Business  Commission  as  we  celebrate  National  Small  Business 
Week  from  May  15-20.  We’ll  have  networking  parties,  forum  semi¬ 
nars  and  neighborhood  events  to  salute  entrepreneurs’  daily  hard  work. 

Highlights  Include: 

•  City  Hall  Kick-Off  Event,  May  15,  6:00  p.m.  Our  networking  evening  to  meet  new 
customers  and  find  plenty  of  leads.  We’ll  also  be  featuring  Flavors  of  San  Francisco,  with 
tastings  from  outstanding  local  restaurants,  and  a  Resource  Fair.  For  more  information,  go 
to  www.acteva.com/go/cityhall. 

•  How  To  Start  A  Business,  May  16,  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  available. 
Workshops  held  in  various  neighborhoods,  including  the  Ocean  View,  Mission  and 
Bayview  Districts,  and  the  LGBT  Center  on  Market.  Topics  covered  will  include  manage¬ 
ment,  financing  and  resources.  For  more  information,  go  to  www.acteva.com/go/cityhall. 

•  Leveraging  Technology  To  Grow  Your  Business,  May  17,  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.,  San 
Francisco  Hilton,  333  O’Farrell.  Cost  of  gvent:  $25.  Lunch  provided.  Brought  to  you  by 
Microsoft.  For  more  information,  go  to  www.sbtechnologyinstitute.org/sbdctap/ms.htm. 

•  Financing  for  Your  Small  Business,  May  18,  5:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.;  SF  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  235  Montgomery  St.  Discover  the  right  way  to  seek  financing  for  your 
business.  We’ll  discuss  loan  proposals,  financing  options  and  programs  for  your 
company’s  financial  health.  For  more  information,  go  to  www.acteva.com/go/cityhall. 

•  The  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  Grand  Expo  Marketplace,  May  17  5:00  p.m.  - 
8:Q0  p.m.  San  Francisco  Design  Center  Concourse  featuring  a  reception  with  more  than 
100  exhibitors.  For  more  information,  go  to  www.sfchamber.com. 

‘  '  *4 

•  Be  sure  to  look  for  your  local  merchants’  association  to  wrap  up  the  week  with  parties  in 
your  neighborhood  to  salute  their  members.  Check  with  your  merchants’  association  to  see 
what  they’re  planning  for  Friday  night,  May  19.  For  more  information,  visit  sfgov.org/sbc. 


E 


inally,  come  out  and  shop.  Area  businesses  will  be  setting  up  Saturday 
Sidewalk  Sales  all  over  San  Francisco  as  part  of  the  celebration,  thanks  to 
the  organizational  support  of  the  SF  Small  Business  Commission. 


Wyii  Microsalt  (comcast  sprint 

rr.,  ,  Together  \ 


Together  with  NEXTEl. 


WELLS 

FARGO 


Sponsored  by  the  US  Small  Business  Administration  and  the  SF  Small  Business  Commission 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association 
(DNA) 

Contact:  Keith  Eickman,  282-8988;  Evelyn 
Martin,  826-6734;  Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month 
(every  other  month — call  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion 
Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett.  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  heltl  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Richard  May,  206-023 1 
E-mail:  rambooks@pacbell.net 
Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevalley.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 
month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7  p.m. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  60J-7845 
Mailing  Address:  205  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel,  826-7772 
E-mail:  ch ristinagoebel @yahoo . com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  1921 14,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  Martine,  noestrolls@aol.com. 
Monthly  Stroll:  First  Tuesday  of  the  month, 
l  p.m.  To  receive  stroll  locations  and  notices 
of  other  events,  e-mail  your  first  name,  and 
your  baby’s  first  name  and  age,  to  noestrolls 
@aol.com  or  go  to  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Rafael  Mandelman,  648-4010 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Co-sponsor:  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Contact: 'Paula  Benton.  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

6  p.fn. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 
kkdrew@yahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 
Tay lor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 
Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 


San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St.. 
San  Francisco,  £A  94102 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  6:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association 

Contact:  Carol  Yenne,  648-3954 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Small  Frys,  4066  24th 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Bank  of  America,  24th  and  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 

E-mail:  minaken@gmaH.com  (this  is  an  e- 

mail  resource  network  for  parents) 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contacts:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8 1 88 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking 
Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center, 
Day  and  Sanchez  streets,  7:30  p.m. 


The  Joint  Will  Be  Jumpin' 

In  June  so  arrange  for  your  Display  Advertising 
TODAY!  Call  Steve  at  415-239-1114  for  affordable  ad 
service  in  the  next  Noe  Valley  Voice. 


From  hilltop  to  valley, 
we've  got  you  covered. 


Whether  you  decide  to  buy  or  sell,  just  remember  the  opportunity 
of  yesterday  may  change  tomorrow,  so  call  us  today! 


For  availability  and  showing  information,  call  our  listing  hotline: 

415.695.2715. 


BUILDING 


TRUSTor  i  h  i 


Michael  Ackerman  Oliver  Burgelman 
www.zephyr-realestate.com 
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Meet  Fred  Felman,  Senior  VP  of  Tenebril,  lncv 
security  software  for  home  and  enterprise  solutions 

When  Fred  Felman  isn't  creating  award-winning  home  computer 
security  software  such  as  SpyCatcher™  and  GhostSurf™  used  by 
millions  as  well  as  security  solutions  for  international  business, 
he's  cycling.  In  fact,  he  made  the  odyssey  of  a  lifetime  by  taking 
two  years  off  to  tour  22,000  miles  around  the  world.  Adventure  is 
no  stranger  to  Fred.  But  when  it  came  to  San  Francisco  real  estate, 
he  found  himself  spinning  his  wheels  until  his  Zephyr  agent 
successfully  secured  his  Upper  Market  view  home. 

Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  41 5.824.7200 
www.zephyrsf.com 
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The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  poetry  or  photos  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


playing  catch,  so  it’s  become  a  habit  to  ignore 
her.  Walking  her,  combing  her,  and  driving  her 
to  the  vet  for  weekly  arthritis  injections  have  be¬ 
come  chores  added  to  my  long  list. 

Chesie  has  never  protested  her  demotion;  in¬ 
stead,  she  spends  most  of  the  day  resting  her 
head  on  the  picture  window  ledge  and  gazing 
out  onto  the  sidewalk.  I  imagine  she’s  wishing 
some  childless  person  will  come  by  and  offer  to 
take  her  home — someone  who  will  walk  her 
every  day  and  talk  to  her  in  a  high-pitched 
voice.  “What  a  good  girl  you  are,”  they’d  say, 
scratching  behind  her  ears. 

Unlike  my  children,  Chesie  doesn’t  make  de¬ 
mands.  She  doesn’t  complain,  flail,  scream,  or 
cry.  She  just  lies  on  her  cedar-chip  bed  watch¬ 
ing  me  as  I  walk  through  the  house,  thunking 
her  tail  on  the  wood  floor  as  I  pass  her.  But,  like 
a  triage  nurse,  I  go  where  I  am  most  needed. 

Perhaps  my  relationship  with  Chesie  has 
been  a  rehearsal  forraising  children.  Petting  her, 
talking  in  baby  talk,  throwing  balls  for  her  in  the 
park,  and  nursing  her  wounds,  all  those  things 
have  taught  me  how  to  be  a  mother.  When  we 
get  pets  after  we  have  children,  they’re  for  the 
kids.  They’re  playmates,  and  they  teach  respon¬ 
sibility.  But  the  pets  that  come  before  we  have 


children  are  for  us  parents-to-be.  They’re  our 
guides  as  we  fumble  our  way  into  parenthood. 

The  other  day,  I  came  home  from  work  early 
and  pulled  Chesie’s  leash  off  the  hook  by  the 
front  door.  She  cocked  her  head  to  the  side  and 
barked  once.  I  carried  her  down  the  stairs,  and 
we  slowly  made  our  way  around  the  block.  I  let 
her  lead  and  sniff  wherever  she  wanted,  and 
when  she  tangled  the  leash  around  my  leg,  I 
gently  straightened  it.  She  stumbled  when  she 
climbed  the  curb,  but  her  head  was  high,  and 
she  had  a  bounce  in  her  step  I  hadn’t  seen  in 
years.  When  we  got  home  I  leaned  down, 
rubbed  her  silky  ears,  and  scratched  behind 
them.  And  into  one  ear  I  whispered,  “What  a 
good  girl  you  are.” 

This  essay  is  reprinted  with  permission  from  Using  Our 
Words:  Moms  and  Dads  on  Raising  Kids  in  the  Modern 
Neighborhood,  a  collection  published  last  year  by  the 
Neighborhood  Parents  Network,  Berkeley,  Calif.  Writer  and 
book  co-editor  Kathy  Briccetti  is  a  former  San  Franciscan 
who  now  lives  in  the  East  Bay  with  her  partner  and  two  sons, 
ages  13  and  11  (and  their  new  dog,  Rosie).  Compiling  the 
pieces  in  Using  Our  Words,  she  says,  “was  a  labor  of  love, 
an  all-volunteer  effort  to  provide  a  sense  of  community  for 
parents  traveling  on  the  bumpy  ride  of  parenthood.  ”  You  may 
order  copies  by  calling  877-648-5437. 


Along  time  before  my  children  were 
born,  I  found  a  puppy  at  the  flea 
market.  She  looked  like  a  caramel 
in  a  sea  of  Hershey’s  Kisses,  and 
when  I  stuck  my  hand  down  into  the  large  pen 
on  the  grass,  she  climbed  over  a  pile  of  her  sib¬ 
lings  to  lick  it.  Although  I  had  come  to  the  flea 
market  for  a  bicycle,  I  carried  her  home  in  my 
palm  and  named  her  Chesie,  for  the  bit  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  retriever  in  her.  She  went 
everywhere  with  me.  She  was  my  first  baby. 

Eight  years  later  I  moved  her  cedar  bed  from 
its  spot  in  the  bedroom  to  a  corner  of  the  living 
room,  to  make  room  for  a  bassinet.  Soon  after, 
I  took  the  worn  towel,  coated  with  her  buff-col¬ 
ored  hair,  off  the  back  seat  of  my  Civic  and  in¬ 
stalled  a  child’s  car  seat  in  its  place. 

Now,  fourteen-year-old  Chesie  is  lucky  if  she 
gets  her  dinner  on  time  and  a  couple  of  walks  a 
week.  When  I  go  to  the  park  these  d&ys,  I  take 
my  sons  and  leave  her  behind.  It’s  all  I  can  do 
to  manage  two  little  boys;  I  don’t  have  the  en¬ 
ergy  for  them  and  a  dog  that  stumbles  on  the 
stairs  and  doesn’t  hear  me  anymore  when  I 
call  her. 

I  see  what’s  happened.  Now  I’m  reading  bed¬ 
time  stories,  refereeing  wrestling  matches,  and 
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A  Tug  of  War  of  the  Heart 


